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STATISTICS 231: An Int r odu ction to Emp iri cal Pro blem Solving –Wint er Term, 2005

Purpose: To int rodu c eand to deve lop empir ical proble msolv ing met hods.

Fo rmat: Each lecture section involves four con tact hours per week, in two 2-hour tim e sl ots; five of thes esl ots wil l be
la borato rie s. You need to select two laborato ry par tners before Laborato ry 1 (in week 3 of ter m); thes epeople
will be your par tners for all five laborato rie s.
A useful way to organize a laborato ry group of three people is to think of one person as the manager of the
ot he rtwo people.
The laborato rie sare long and star t on time, so you need to come prepared; if you arriv e la te, you may not be
permit ted to do the laborato ry.

Instructors: 01: W. H. Che rry MC 615 3 ex t. 5507 class is at 12. 30- 2.20 in MC 2035
02: P. K. Mar rio tt MC 6096 ext . 5545 class is at 2.30- 4.20 in MC 2035.
03: P. Balk a MC 6139 ext . 5546 class is at 10. 30-12. 20in MC 2035
04: W. H. Che rry MC 615 3 ex t. 5507 class is at 8.30-10.20 in MC 2035
05: S.H. Stein er MC 6020 ext . 6506 class is at 2.30- 4.20 in MC 4020

Asse ssment: Be tter of As sig nments(5×2) 10
Laborato ry repor ts (5×2) 10
Quizzes(10, 10) 20
Final exa m ination 60

and As sig nments(5×1) 5
Laborato ry repor ts (5×1) 5
Quizzes(5, 5) 10
Final exa m ination 80;

A passi nggrade on the final exa m ination is nor mally needed to pass the course.

Office Hours (W. H.C.): Mo nday, Tue sday and Wednesday, 3 to 4 pm.
(P. K.M.): Tu esday, Thursday, 11 am to 12 pm, Wednesday, 3 to 4 pm.
(P. B.): Mo nday, Wednesday and Thursday, 1.30 to 2.30 pm;
(W. H.C.): Mo nday, Tue sday and Wednesday, 3 to 4 pm.
(S.H.S.): Tu esday and Wednesday, 1.30 to 2.30 pm.

Please use your own in str ucto r’s
of fice hours, not thos e of the
in str ucto r fo r a dif feren t le cture
se ction.

Tu tor ial Centr e: Te aching assis tants wil l be availa ble in the Statis ti cs Tutor ial Cen tre, MC 6095, to hel p with laborato ry
repor ts and studyi ng for quizzes, at tim e sto be announ ced in class.

Te xt: Course Not es(not ap pre ciably rev ise dfrom the Fall ter m) and separat eLaborato rie s(revised from the Fall ter m) are
av a ila ble for purchase (at abou t $20 and about $6, inclu ding PST and GST) at the Pixel Pla net, MC 2018 ; the Not es
in clu de exposit ory tex tand exe rci ses, statis ti c a ltables and old final exa m ination s.
Ma ny of the exa mples and problems dis cus s ed in STAT 231 requi re an unde rst anding of their con tex t; it is your
re sponsib i lity to ask que s tion sif the con tex t is not cle ar to you.
If you are hav ing dif ficul ty wit h the mat e ria l , it is your responsib i lity to make use of the resourc esprov ide d(e xercis e
solu tio ns, T.A. Statis ti cs Tutor ial Cen tre hours, ins truct or office hours).

Co urse Cal endar: WEEK
STARTING 2-HR TIM E SLOT OT HER COURSE ACTIVITIES

Ja n uar y 03 Chapter 1 Chapter 2 ----- -----
10 Chapter 3 Chapter 4 ----- -----
17 Laborato ry 1  Chapter 5 ----- Laborato ry 1 repor t
24 Chapter 6 Chapter 7 ----- Assig nment 1
31 Laborato ry 2  ----- Quiz #1 Laborato ry 2 repor t

Febr uar y 07 Chapter 8 Chapter 9 ----- Assig nment 2
14 Laborato ry 3  Chapter 10 ----- Laborato ry 3 repor t
21 Chapter 11 ----- ----- As sig nment 3
28 Laborato ry 4  Chapter 12 ----- Laborato ry 4 repor t

March 07 Chapter 13 ----- Quiz #2 -----
14 Chapter 14 Chapter 15 ----- Assig nment 4
21 Laborato ry 5  Chapter 16 ----- Laborato ry 5 repor t
28 Chapter 17 Chapter 18 ----- Assig nment 5

Fo rProf. Stein er’s 2.30 pm
le cture Section 5, the re wil l
be int e rchange of:

Laborato ry 1 and Chapter 5;
Laborato ry 4 and Chapter 12.

The laborato ry repor t is
stil l due at the end of
the laborato ry per iod.
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At ten d a n ce at laborato rie s is mandator y – pro per docum en tation must be provide dfo r re asons (e.g., illness) for
misse dla borato rie s.
Each laborato ry repor t is due no lat e rthan theen d of the laborato ry (20 min utes after the hour); one repor t is to
be don eby each group of three (you and your two laborato ry par tners) .
Please make sure you are regi stered in the section whose classes and laborato rie syou att end.

Quizzes: Dat e Materi al cover ed Locat ions

Thursday, Februar y3 Chapters 1-7, Laborato rie s1, 2 DC 1350, MC 2035, 2038, 4020, 4021, 4059, 4061
Thursday, March 10 Chapters 1-13, Laborato rie s1- 4 DC 1350, MC 2035, 2038, 4020, 4021, 4059, 4061

The quizzes wil l be up to 1½ hour long and wil l st art at 4.45 pm; ple ase sit in alternate seat sin your quiz room.

Solutions: Solu tio ns to the laborato rie swill be pos ted in a display case, in the hallway outsi de the Statis ti cs Tutor ial Cen tre,
MC 6095, the day after the due dat eand they wil l st ay up until after the marke drepor ts are retur ned, typically
fo r thre ewe eks in tot al. Thes esolu tio ns wil l not be availa ble in any other manne rat any other tim e, so ple ase
che ck your repor t aga inst its outli ne solutio n during the tim e it is pos ted .

R Link: ht tp: //www.stats.uwat e r loo.ca/St ats_Dept/StatSoftware/R/

R Tut oria l: Go to the R-Tutor ial link and select the appro priat eco mputing env i r onmen t ;
befo re Assig nment 1, due in the week of Janu ary 24, 2005, do all nine page sof the tutor ial.

Prac tice Pro blems: Thes eare provide din the Course Not esat the end of the chapters.

We b page: Course infor mation and solutio ns to the quizzes wil l be post e din Ang el: http: //uwace.uwat e r loo.ca
Course web page is at: http: //www.student .math.uwat e r loo.ca/ ̃st at231 /st at231 _01 _05/
Yo u can also fol low thePast Terms li nks, star ting at stat231 _01 _02, to useful infor mation.

Fina l Examinat ion: The final exa m ination wil l be 3 hours in duration and wil l be hel d in the nor mal exa m ination per iod
(April 8 to April 21); the per mit ted aid s are a calcula tor and a diction ary. Copie sof statis ti c a l tables
(Appen d ix B of the Course Not es) wil l be prov ide d.

Che ating: Don’t . Any and all ins tanc esof cheating wil l be sev erely dealt wit h; pos sib le penalties inclu de suspensio n and
expu lsi on fro m th e Un iversity. Cheating inclu des copyi ng the work of others (in clu ding previou sly pub lis hed
solu tio ns) on laborato rie s ,qu izzes or midter ms and exa m ination s.
If you get hel p with laborato ry repor ts, make sure you giv e cle ar and exp licit acknowledgement of this hel p in
your submissio n.
Yo ur ins truct or may ask you for an exp lanation of wid ely div ergen t grades bet ween laborato ry repor ts and the
qu izzes and final exa m ination.
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