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Sm o king pro be hazy on packs
__________________________

Study finds no proof gene ric packagi ng hit s cigarette habit; groups gir d fo r fig ht

BY BARRIE McKENNA
Par lia m e ntary Bure au

OTTAWA – A federal study on the merits
of mak ing gen eric packagi ng of cig arettes
ma n d ato ry likely is to find that the pro pos a l
ha s me rit s ev en thoug h there is no proof it
woul d actually cur b sm oking.

It is impos sib le to prove con clu siv ely that
plain packagi ng wil l ge t sm oke rs to quit or
to deter you ng people from staring, said one
of the study’s authors, dema n d ing anony mity.

Bu t the res earche r adde d that lack of
proof does not mean the poli cy wou ld not
be effective – par ticularly in det e rring chil d-
re n fr om smoking – if use d in conjun ction
with other preve n tiv e mea s ure s , su ch as hig h-
er tobacco taxes, adver tising rest riction s and
education.

"B ehav i our al scie n ces are not like phy sics
or chemist ry", the exper t said. "As long as
there is rea son able probability that doi ng
so m ething wil l le ad to [re sul ts] , that’s enoug h
to initiat e public poli cy. You don’t hav e to
prov e beyond a rea son able doubt as you
woul d in the medical scie n ces."

The study – titled Wh en package s ca n’t
sp eak: Pos sib le impacts of plain and gen eric

pa ckag ing of tobacco pro duct – is the res ult
of mon ths of wor k by sev en packagi ng, ad-
ve rtising and beh aviour al exper ts hired by
He a lth Cana da.

Its finding s will be relea s ed tomor row by
He a lth Min is ter Dia ne Marle au, who went
ou t on a limb last year by endo rsi ng plain
pack agi ng only to run into flak from the in-
du s try and wit hin cabin et. She lat e r said
sh e wa n ted to see the res ult s of the study
befo re pushing ahea d with legisla t ion.

The cor nerstone of the $300,000 study
wa s a nation a l survey of hun dre ds of Cana -
dians to det e rmine how the measure wou ld
affe ct beh aviour. Res earche rs als o looke d at

possib le packagi ng desig ns and the likely re-
spon se of the packagi ng indust ry to any new
law, con duct e d focus groups, rev i ewe d pre-
vious studie s and did a statis ti c a l analys is.

Bu t anti-smoking groups fear the study’s
fin d ings wil l be so lukewarm that the gov-
er nment wil l drop the pla in packagi ng idea
– at lea st un til the Supreme Cou rt of
Cana da rule s la ter this year on the lega lity of
an exi sting ban on all tobacco adver tising.

"That’s pre cis ely our conc e rn: that this
study wil l be an exc u se to let the issue
drop," said Gar fiel d Mahood, presid e n t of
the Non -Sm oke rs’ Rig hts Association.

The anti-smoking lobby, whi c h ha s been
pushing Health Cana da to act, has war ned it
won’t giv e up on pla in packagi ng wit hou t a
fig ht. Mr. Mahood said few people thoug ht
the for mer Tor y gove rnm e n t woul d ban to-
bacco adver tising, as it did in 1988.

"We think that before the dust settles we
are goi ng to win this one," he said. "We are
not prep are d to abandon something that has
the pot entia l to be such a winner for public
health."

Mr. Mahood said health groups are trying
to get the initiative back on track by hig hlig ht-
ing what they say is a sharp inc rea s e in
sm oking sinc e Ottawa lowe red taxe s la st
ye ar. They als o plan to relea s e re search of
thei r ow n.

"I think this min is ter wou ld like to hav e
plain packagi ng refor m," Mr. Mahood said.
"Other int e rests in the gov ernment may want
to run away from it. But she’s on-si de."

The tobacco indust ry als o is trying to dis -
credit the as-ye t-uns een Health Cana da study.

Marie-Jo sée Lapoi nte, spoke swoman for
the Cana dian Tobacco Manufacture rs Cou n-
ci l , said "it’s a fool’s game" to try to prove an
assump tion abou t sm oking beh aviour wit h
an unt rie d mea s ure, such as pla in packagi ng.

"I t’s bad poli cy, it’s bad poli tics and it’s bad
scie n ce," said Ms. Lapoi nte, who speaks for
the three Cana dian cig arette makers – Im-
perial Tobacco Ltd., Rot hma ns Be nson &
He dges Inc. and RJR Macdon a l d Inc. "It’s
not pub lic poli cy that wil l benefit the na-
tion a l in terest, any way you look at it."

Cana dian tobacco companies sol d 58 bil-
li on cig arettes last year, gen erating rou ghly
$2-bil lio n in after-tax rev enue.

Even wit h the new study in hand, the tho r-
niest issue for the gov ernment is not smoke r
behaviour. It’s the threat of lega l action from
tobacco companies. Cana dian cig arette
ma kers, all of whi c h are par t-owned or
cont rol led by foreign mul t i nation a ls , have
warned that any mov e to rest rict or outlaw
the use of their tradem arks wou ld viola te
domestic and int e rnation a l laws.

To protect themselves, tobacco companies
have been caref ully regis ter ing as tradem arks
ev erything that appears on a cig arette pack,
in clu ding the col ours, log os, brand name
and any other marking s. Rot hma ns Be nson
& Hedge s Inc., for exa mple, recently
lau nche d a new brand – Canadian Cla s sics
– and regis tered the tag line "100 per cent
Cana dian tobacco wit hou t additive s" as par t
of its tradem ark.

Also gir ding for a fight is a coa lit ion of
pack agi ng and printing companies that has
warned that as many as 1,200 jobs wil l be
lo st across Ont ario if those glo ssy, fou r-
colour package s are replaced with pla in
black-and -whit e le tter ing.

Bu t a spoke sma n fo r the group said the
gove rnm e n t may be wor king on a pla n fo r so -
phis ti c ated or eve n mu lti col ore d plain pack-
ag ing.

"The gov ernment may be hap py about
mu cking up the wat e rs on pla in packagi ng
li ke that," said the spoke sma n, Gar y Maj esk y.

Describe con cis ely the Ques tion that is the primary matt e r of con cer n in the two article s reprint e d in this Fig ure.

• Identify the resp onse variat es mentio ned in the article s and the focal explanator y variat e.

• Comment brief ly on the meaning of the word pr oof as it is use d in the article reprint e d abov e.

1

In the fifth parag raph of the rig ht-hand colum n of the article reprint e d ov erleaf on pag e 11 .4, it is stated that ..... 5.6 per cen t
of tee ns bel ieve that making package s less col ou rful is the best way to get them not to smoke. Describe brief ly the main sta-
tist i cal is s ue rais ed by this statement.

• What oth er infor mation in the article bears directly on this matt e r? Explain brief ly.

2
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Marleau soft-pedals cigar e tte report
________________________

Study sup por ts pla in packagi ng

BY BARRIE McKENNA
Par lia m e ntary Bure au

OTTAWA – A federal pla n to requi re plain
pack agi ng of cig arettes cou ld stil l be years
aw ay, eve n thou gh an exh austiv e gove rnm e n t
study con clu des it wou ld be an effective anti-
sm oking tool.

He a lth Min is ter Dia ne Marle au relea s ed the
study yest e r day, but qui ckly soft-pedalled an
earlie r co mmitment to push ahea d with legis -
la t ion when she had the res earch in hand .

Ms. Marle au, whose poli tical rep u t ation is
riding on the pla in-pack agi ng issue, now
says the 423 -pag e He a lth Cana da study is
ju s t an othe r st ep in a con sul tation process.

Sh e said she won’t do any thing about pla in
pack agi ng for now, acknowledgi ng that
mo re wo rk is needed to convi nce the prov-
in ces, othe r departments and eve n he r cabi-
net col le ag ues that pla in packagi ng is good
poli cy.

"I needed all the ammu nit ion I cou ld get,"
and the study is "on e mo re pi ece of ammu-
nition in my arsenal," she told repor ters in
Ottawa . "If we just keep wor king at it ..... if
en oug h of us believe it’s the rig ht thing to
do, we’ ll find a way of doi ng it."

To ppi ng the lis t of those ang ere d by the
study is Tor y MP Elsi e Wa yne, who dema n-
de d an apology yest e r day from Prime Min-
is ter Jean Chrétien for the unauthor ized use
of her picture.

Ms. Way ne, whose picture was shown to
focus groups as an exa mple of "an olde r,
heavie r set, grey-haired fem ale" as par t of
an image -id e n tific ation exper iment, does not
disp u t e the accur acy of the descr iptio n. But
sh e said Health Cana da neve r aske d permis -
si on to use the photo, and she’s offende d.

"I am app alled that the Health Min is ter
woul d us e gove rnm e n t re search and pub lic
funds to stereotype a member of Parli ament,"
said Ms. Way ne, who wants "an accou nting"
of how her photo woun d up in the study.

Ms. Marle au’s soft-pedalling trigg ere d an
angr y re spons e fr om antismoking advocat es,
who complaine d that the gov ernment has all
the scie n tific evi denc e it needs but lacks the
poli tical backbone to take on the tobacco
in du s try, whi c h em p l oye d mo re than 10,000
people, inclu ding growe rs, in 1994. Cig ar-
ette sales gen erated $4.9-bil lio n in taxes for
Ottawa and the provi nces last year.

"This gov ernment wil l go to ext r aordin ary
le ngt hs and set an int e rnation a l precedent to
save you ng turbot and assure the future
wel l-being of the fish stock," said Dav id
Ma i r, associat e directo r of the Canadian
Coun cil on Smoking and Health.

"F or this gov ernment to ign ore thes e re -
sult s and per mit the tobacco indust ry to con -
tin ue lu ring tens of thousands of chil dre n
in t o tobacco addiction is the equ ivalent of
handing the net s to the Spanish fleet and
wishing them good fishing. It wil l assure
death and destructio n on a mam mot h scale."

Mr. Mair lat e r sugg est e d that plain-pack-
ag ing legisla t ion may not see the lig ht of day
un til the end of the current Liberal gov ern -
ment mandate in 1998, or eve n the begin -
ning of the nex t ma n d ate.

Garfiel d Mahood, exe cutiv e directo r of
the Non -Sm oke rs’ Rig hts Association, said
Ms. Marle au is cle arly delayi ng while she
tr ies to get the rest of the cabin et on sid e.

"I don’t think the re’s any que s tion we’re
engage d in a stall here," he said. "There are
no lega l re asons this gov ernment can’t act.
The rea son s are poli tical, not lega l."

Fo r thei r part, tobacco manufacture rs said
the study is fat ally flaw ed, and urged Ott a-
wa to immediat ely scr ap the whole idea of
plain packagi ng.

"I t fa ils to recog n ize the fun d a m e n tal real-
ity that con sum ers smoke cig arettes, not
pack age s ," said Marie -Jo sée Lapoi nte, spoke s-
woman for the Cana dian Tobacco Manufac-
ture rs Cou nci l. The group speaks for
Cana da’s three cig arette makers, Imper ial
To bacco Ltd., Rot hma ns Be nson & Hedge s
Inc. and RJR-Macdon a l d Inc. The indust ry
argues that packagi ng merely get s people to
sw itch brands, not to star t sm oking.

Ms. Lapoi nte said the study does not ad-
dres s the fun d a m e n tal issue – does pack-
ag ing induce people to smoke?

"The study is filled with mig hts, cou ld-
bes, may bes and perhapses," she said. "And
the basic premise is not eve n ex amine d."

Fo r the study, res earche rs als o looke d at
possib le packagi ng desig ns and the likely re-
spon se of the packagi ng indust ry to any new
law. It con duct e d focus groups, rev i ewe d pre-
vious studie s and did a statis ti c a l analys is.

Among the key finding s and con clu sio ns
in the repor t, whi c h in clu ded a sur vey of

1, 200 you ng Cana dians age d 14 to 17:

• Plain packagi ng wou ld likely decre ase
the incid e n ce of teens tak ing up smoking,
and inc rea s e the incid e n ce of teen and adult
sm oke rs quitting.

• Denu ding package s of their brand mark-
ings woul d curb the ability of con sum ers to
associat e posit ive image s with par ticular
brands.

• Mo re fiel d ex per iment ation unde r con-
trol led con d ition s is needed to det e rmine the
ex tent of pla in packagi ng’s likely imp act.

• Only 5.6 per cent of teens believe that
ma king package s le ss col our ful is the best
way to get them not to smoke.

• Be twe en 30 and 40 per cent of teens be-
li eve gen eric packagi ng wou ld make a dif-
fe renc e, but a sma l l on e.

Dr. John Liefield, one of sev en marke ting
and beh aviour al exper ts who took par t, said
no amoun t of study can accur ately pre dict
what deg ree of imp act pla in packagi ng
might hav e on tobacco use.

"You’r e asking about deg rees and how
mu ch," he said. "Even the phy sical scie n tis t s
can’t answe r that que s tion. We can poi nt to
a direction of effect in the beh aviour al sci-
enc es. ..... If we really want e d to measure
the deg ree, then we wou ld hav e to try it and
se e what hap pens."

Bu t in the end, Ms. Marle au’s big gest head-
ache may not be beh aviour al scie n ce, but the
law.

Cana dian tobacco companies, all par tly
ow ned or con trolled by mul t i nation a ls , have
warned the gov ernment that any mov e to in-
fr ing e on their tradem arks wou ld viola te in-
ter nation a l trade deals, and that they wou ld
se ek hefty damag es.

An aide to Trade Min is ter Roy MacLaren
said the department wil l not hav e a "defin i-
tive" lega l opin ion on the companies’ asse r-
tion s un til it sees pro pos ed legisla t ion.

As wel l, Ms. Marle au said a pending de-
ci sio n by the Supreme Cou rt of Cana da on
the lega lity of the federal ban on tobacco
adve rtising wil l deter min e the fat e of the
plain-pack agi ng initiative.

Pack agi ng and printing companies said
ye s terday that any mov e to get rid of glo ssy,
coloure d cigarette packs woul d cos t up to
1, 200 jobs in Ont ario.
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