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SURVEY / Se attle tea m wins fan support over pro posed baseball leagu e

Mariners big fish in Vanco uve r
BY NEIL A. CAMPBELL

Br itish Columbia Bure au

VANCOU VER – Baseball fans in the Lowe r
Ma inland have sent a message to the group
that operates B.C. Place stadium: They’d
rather see the Seattle Marin ers play eig ht
ga m e s a sea son than wat ch Vancouver’s pro -
pose d Un ited Baseball League franchis e 77
times.

The B.C. Pav ili on Corp. recently com mis-
si one d a sur vey that they hope wil l help them
de cid e whet her to emb r ace the Marin ers or
the UBL. Seattle’s Ame rican League Mari-
ne rs want to play eig ht reg ular-season games
annu ally at B.C. Place, beginning in 1996.
Bu t the six-team UBL, whi c h promises to be
a thi rd maj or league, wants to place a fran-
chis e in Vancouver and is dem anding exc lu-
sivity.

The sur vey of 300 adult s wa s conducted
by Campbell-Goodall Con sul tants early last
mont h. The sur vey car rie s a 3 per cent mar-
gi n of error.

"What I was surpris ed at was the ove r all
aw are nes s of baseball and the desire to hav e
baseball here," Nei l Campbell, Pav-Corp’s
vi ce-presid e n t and gen eral manage r said.
"I n both cases it was more than I anticip a-

ted . When we took this sur vey, the [majo r-
le ag ue baseball] st rike was ver y st rong in
people’s min ds. We fel t the numbers we got
we re really strong wit h that in min d."

Thos e who responde d to the sur vey were
aske d if they wou ld "defin itely " att end one of
mo re ga m e s at B.C. Place. The Marin ers
re c eiv ed a yes from 22 per cent of respon-
dents while the UBL figure was 14 per cent.

"The writt en com ments we got wit h the
survey ", War ren Buckley, pre sid e n t of Pav-
Corp, said, "se em to agree that 77 home
ga m e s fo r the UBL wou ld be a tou gh hau l,
a tou gh sel l. The Marin ers for eig ht games,
ye s. The re appeare d to be more ent husia sm
fo r the eig ht-game Marin ers package than
the 77-ga m e UBL package."

The city’s exi sting baseball team , the Van -
couver Cana dians of the Triple A Pacific
Coast League, als o st rongly fav o urs the Mari-
ne rs. Alt hou gh the Califor nia Ang el s stock
the Cana dians ros ter, the team has a wor king
ag reement wit h the Marin ers. The Seattle
team buys adver tising on the outfield fenc e
at Nat Bailey Stadium and also pur c h ases
fo ur sea son tick ets, whi c h are giv en to local
charities.

"We fel t we needed this [survey] before

we talked to eit her the Marin ers or the UBL
abou t what is the rig ht busin ess decisio n fo r
us."

B. C. Place is a dome d st a dium , hardly the
id e a l setting for sum mer sport in Vancouver.
Bu t re spondents to the sur vey said B.C.
Place wou ld not discou rag e them from at-
tending games.

Finally, the sur vey confi rme d the strong lo-
cal int e rest in the Toron t o Bl ue Jays . It aske d
which AL teams fans wou ld like to wat ch.
The Blu e Jays were mentio ned by 56 per
cent of fans while the New Yor k Ya nke es
we re name d by 35 per cent of respondents.
Othe r teams, in order of prefe renc e, were the
Chicago White Sox , Bo ston Red Sox , Detroit
Tige rs, Baltimo re Oriole s , Te xas Range rs,
Califor nia Ang el s and Kansa s Ci ty Roy als.

Bu ckley said that the Marin ers hav e co m-
mitt e d to playi ng eig ht games a year in Van -
couver eve n if they receiv e the new open-air
st a dium in Seattle they are desperately seek-
ing. The only pos sib le long-ter m obs tacle to
the Marin ers playi ng in Vancouver is if no
new stadium is built and the team leave s the
Paci fi c No rthwe s t.

What can be infered from the article EM9515 reprint e d abov e abou t the Que s tion in the For mulation stage of the FDEAC cycle?1

Identify the matt e r(s) mentio ned in the article EM9515 whi c h are components of an adequ ate Pla n fo r this inve s tig a t ion;
id e n tify the parag raph(s) of the article from whi c h you take the infor mation.

2

Identify matt e r(s) not ex pli cit ly mentio ned in the article EM9515 whi c h are components of an adequ ate Pla n fo r su ch an in-
ve s tig a t ion.

• What li mit ations on the Answe r to the Que s tion in the Con clu sio n st age of the FDEAC cycle arise from thes e omissio ns
fr om the Pla n? Exp lain brief ly for each mis sing component.

−− Tw o possib le rea son s fo r the app are n t omissio n of vit al components from the Pla n are that the inv estig a tors left them
ou t or they were inclu ded by the inv estig a tors but not repor ted in the article. Whi c h of thes e is the more ser iou s
sh ortco m ing statis ti c a l ly? Exp lain brief ly.
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