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Do lefties live as long as rig hties? Debate rag es on
By Dan Hurley

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

On the one hand, a new study insi sts left-
hande d people liv e ju s t as long as rig ht-
hande d people.

On the othe r hand, the author of a 1991
study, whi c h fo und lefties die nin e ye ars
soon er on ave r age than rig hties, wil l pres ent
an othe r study this week to back up his orig-
in a l cl aim .

Abou t the only thing bot h si des agree on
is that the re tend to be a lot more left-hande d
chil dre n than left-hande d seniors. Explaining
the dis ap pearing lefties is the sub ject of scie n-
tific debat e. The ultimate answe r is likely to
be of gre at int e rest to left-hande d people,
in clu ding U.S. pre sid e n t Bi ll Cli nton, ex-pre-
si dent George Bush and for mer pre sid e n tia l
candidate Ros s Pe rot.

The lea d au t hor of the pro -le ftie study,
publis hed in the Am erica n Jo urnal of Pub lic
He alth, says leftie s do not die you ng er than
righties.

The only rea son the re are fewer lefties a-

mong the age d, Dr. Marcel Saliv e of the Na-
tion a l Institute on Agi ng in Bet hesda, Md.,
says , is becau se socia l pres s ure s on ce forced
natural lefties to become rig hties, leavi ng
fe wer lefties at death than at bir th.

No t tr ue, says Stanley Coren, profe sso r of
psyc h ology at the Unive rsity of Britis h Co -
lu mbia in Vancouver.

Core n’s study of 10 ,000 people in Vancou -
ve r fo und the re was no change in the percen-
tage s of lefties among you ng and old dur ing
a 12-year per iod. That prove s that change s
in socia l pres s ure s can’t exp lain the dwindli ng
pres ence of lefties among the elde r ly, he says .

Inst ea d, Coren cit es studies showing left-
ie s are more prone to ser iou s inju rie s and
death due to accid e n t s as evi denc e they are
mo re li kely to die earli er.

"I t is beginning to look as thoug h the acci-
dent link, whi c h woul d caus e a decre ase in
the longevity of left-hande rs, is bei ng confi r-
me d," Coren says .

Sa liv e’s study, howeve r, showe d no differ-
enc e in death rates among 3,774 Bos t on rig ht-

hande d and left-hande d adul ts age d 65 and
ol d er. Dur ing a six-ye ar per iod, 32.2 per cent
of the rig hties died, compare d with 33.8 per
cent of the lefties, a differenc e re searche rs
said probably was due to chanc e.

Sa liv e also studied U.S. death rates usi ng
Cens us Bure au figure s , and con clu ded that
althou gh lefties on ave r age die d 14 years
soon er than rig hties, the differenc e wa s due
to the large r number of lefties among the
young than among the old, whi c h tilt e d thei r
av erage death rate toward a you ng er age.

He als o fo und that the percent age of deaths
due to inj uries in lefties was more than twic e
that of rig hties, but he aga in att rib u t e d the
differenc e to the lefties’you ng er age on ave r-
ag e. You ng er people tend to have hig her
rates of inj uries than olde r people, he says .

Abou t 13 per cent of people in their 20s
are lefties, compare d with only about 1 per
cent of people in their 90s, Saliv e’s study
noted .
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The article EM9314 reprint e d abov e involves measur ing; brief ly des cribe the respons e variat e and the focal (ex pla n ato ry)
variat e to be mea s ure d to answe r the Que s tion: Do lefties live as long as rig hties?

• Wo uld each of thes e variat es be con sid ere d to be cont inuous or discret e? Exp lain brief ly.

1

What does the article EM9314 indicate about the mea s uring in strumen t us ed to obtain the value s fo r each variat e?

• In addit ion to the measuring in strumen t s, name the othe r co mponents of a mea s uring process gen erically; then, to the
ex tent pos sib le from the lim ited infor mation provi ded, identify thes e co mponents for the two measuring processes in the
cont ext of the article EM9314 .

2

Discus s concis ely facto rs relev a n t to:

• the inaccur acy, • the impre cisio n, of the two measuring processes.

• What dis cus sio n of such facto rs is the re in the article EM9314 ? Comment brief ly.

3

Comp are and con trast how a value, for rig hties and for lefties, for a popula t ion attribute of the respons e variat e ‘a ge at death ,’
wa s obtain ed in the inv estig a t ion by:

• Dr. Saliv e of 3,774 Bos t onians;

• Dr. Saliv e using Census Bure au figure s;

• Prof.Coren of 10,000 people in Vancouver.

Explain brief ly whi c h inve s tig a t ion you con sid er wou ld hav e prov ide d an answe r with less seve re lim itation s.

4

Su gge s t re ason(s) why the inv estig a t ion s mentio ned in the article EM9314 , by Dr. Saliv e and Prof. Coren, obtaine d di ffere nt
answe rs to the Que s tion: Do lefties live as long as rig hties?.

5

The article EM9314 reprint e d abov e is aloo use d in Statis ti c a l Highlig ht #36.
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