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Child-pro t ection sys tem faile d, B.C. report say s
BY CRAIG McINNES
Br itish Columbia Bure au

VICTORIA – The infant known as Bab y
M was the victim of sev ere bure aucrati c
mish a n dli ng before bei ng assau lted by her
fo ster mot he r, a repor t rele ase d ye s terday by
the B.C. Chil dre n’s Com missio ner says .

Bab y M, born just ove r a year ago suf fer ing
fr om met hadon e addiction, was left wit h per-
ma nent disabilit ies after bei ng sh a ken by the
fo ster parent in whose care she had been
placed fou r days before.

That fos ter parent, Kim Kie rkegaard,
plea de d guilty earli er this year to criminal
neglig enc e causing bodily harm and was
give n a con d ition a l sent enc e of two years to
be ser ved in the com mun ity.

Acco r ding to the rev i ew complet e d by
Cy nthia Mor ton, B.C. Chil dre n’s Com mis-
si one r, Bab y M shoul d neve r have been
placed in Ms. Kie rkegaard’s care becau se the
woman was neit her quali fi ed nor equ ipped
to deal wit h a drug-addicted bab y.

This mis take was only one of more than a
dozen mis steps and unfor tun ate coi nci den -
ces identifie d in the repor t. The first was a
de cisio n by the Crown to ign ore poli ce re-

co mmendation s that the bab y’s parents be
charged in an assau lt case so that the mot he r
coul d be ordered to take drug and alco h ol
coun sel ling.

The case is another black eye for B.C.’ s
chil d-prot e ction sys tem , which has been ove r-
hauled in the wake of a str ing of trage die s
that were tie d to bure aucrati c blun d ering and
in suf fi cie n t re sour ces.

A task force str uck last year in the wake
of the Bab y M case made 32 recom menda-
tion s fo r ov erhau ling the fos ter-parent sys tem .

Lois Boone, the Min is ter of Chil dre n and
Fa m ili es, ref use d to com ment on the Bab y
M case yest e r day becau se it is stil l befo re
the cou rts in the for m of a law suit aga inst
the min is try by the infant’s rela t ive s , who
are now caring for her.

Howeve r, Ms. Boone argue d that many of
the task force recom mendation s are alrea dy
being implem e n ted, alt hou gh she did con -
cede that the re is stil l a sho rtage of quali fi ed
fo ster parents and facilit ies for chil dre n with
specia l ne e ds.

By the tim e Bab y M was bor n, wor kers
fo r the Min is try of Chil dre n and Famili es had
conclu ded that her mot he r wa s not fit to care

fo r he r, but they als o reje cted ple as by rela -
tive s that they be allowe d to take her home.

One of those rela t ive s , an aun t, now cares
fo r the sev erely dis able d chil d.

The process was complicated by staff tur n-
ov er: Three chil d-prot e ction wor kers were
involved before the bab y wa s sent home
with Ms. Kie rkegaard.

Ms. Kie rkegaard had been approve d as a
fo ster parent, but not for speci al-needs chil d-
re n su ch as Bab y M.

Acco r ding to phy sicia ns who tre ated the
infant in hospi tal, Bab y M suf fered from an
ar ray of symp t o ms com mon to drug-addic-
ted babies, inclu ding sei zure s , seve re gas
and con stant crying in dis comfo rt.

In the hospit al, nurses were change d ev ery
thre e hours.

Ms. Kie rkeg rd was a single mot he r with two
ot he r chil dre n in her home and no one to back
he r up. After two days , sh e co mplaine d to the
minist ry that Bab y M had become incon s ol-
able.

Ms. Kie rkegaard lat e r told poli ce that the
baby was not sle epi ng for more than half an
hour at a tim e.
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Qual ity day car e pays off, study say s
Benefits exten d into adultho od

NYT and AP, Raleigh, N.C.

Hig h-quali ty day care has a dramati c im -
pact that lasts throu gh you ng adul t-

hood, affecting eve ryt hing from rea ding and
math skills to the tim ing of chil d-bearing,
re searche rs annou nced yest e r day in the first
study that track ed par ticip ants from infanc y
to age 21.

The U.S. res earche rs believe their res ult s
are the first to defin itive ly li nk hig h-quali ty
chil d care, beginnig as early as six weeks of
ag e, wit h a better adul t li fe. Beginning in 1972,
the study track ed 111 chil dre n fr om infanc y
throug h ag e 21.

"We vie w thes e re sul ts as groun ds for op-
timism that hig h-quali ty, early-chil dhood
education can be an impor tant ing redie n t in
suppor ting you ng fa m ili es," said Craig Ramey,
a profe sso r of psychology, pediat rics and
neur obiology at the Unive rsity of Ala bama.

"We’re talk ing about changi ng the cou rse
of chil dre n’s liv es in the mos t fundament al
way pos sib le," said Franc es Campbell, one

of the inv estig a tors.

The chil dre n we re div ide d in t o two groups:
54 who had an array of chil d-care arrange -
ments, and 57 who receiv ed hig h-quali ty care
at a day care cent re, starting when they were
between six weeks and fou r mont hs of age.

Of the 111 origi nal par ticip ants, 104 were
ev a luated last spring.

Among the finding s:

• The hig h-quali ty day care chil dre n ha d high -
er cog n itive test sco res than the con trol group
fr om toddle r ye ars to age 21.

• Thei r academ i c achiev ement in bot h re ad-
ing and mat h wa s higher from the primary
gr a des throug h young adult hood.

• They complet e d mo re ye ars of edu cation
and were more likely to att end a fou r-year
college.

• They were, on ave r age, two years olde r
(19 years) when their first chil d wa s born,
co mpare d with thos e in the con trol group

(17 years), thoug h the you ng est parents in
both groups were comparable in age when
the first chil d wa s born.

Be nefit s ex tende d beyond the chil dre n:
thei r mo the rs achieve d higher education a l
and emplo ym e n t st atus than mot he rs of
cont rol-group chil dre n, the study fou nd.

The chil dre n who att ende d the day care
cent re att ende d all day, five days a week.
The chil d-teache r ratio was low, gradually
in cre asi ng to 7-1 from 3-1. Teache r turnov er
wa s low becau se the pay was hig h.

The res earch proje ct stil l ne e ds a cos t-
benefit analys is, said Edward Zig ler, a psy-
chology profe sso r at Yale Unive rsity who
helped pla n gove rnm e n t-r un chil d-care pro -
gr ams for low-income people.

"That’s what really tur ns de cisio n-makers
on," Prof. Zig ler said.

Re search was con duct e d at the Unive rsity
of Ala bama at Bir ming ham and the Unive r-
sity of Nor th Caroli na at Chapel Hil l.
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Child-abu se inc ide nce ripe for further study
_________________________________

42% of allegation s unfou nde d, repor t says

BY DAN HAW ALESHKA
The Globe and Mail

TORONTO – A study relea s ed yest e r day
by the Ins titute for the Preve n tio n of Chil d
Ab use took a few shak y, sub jective, but much-
ne e ded steps toward unde rst anding just how
often chil d ab use occurs in Ont ario.

Nico Trocmé, an assis tant profe sso r in the
Un ive rsity of Toron t o’s facul ty of socia l wo rk,
hea de d the study, tit led On t ario Inciden ce
Study of Rep orted Child Abuse and Neg lec t.
He charact e rized the repor t as a "reflection
of how much fur the r we hav e to go" toward
un d erstanding the incid e n ce of chil d ab use
in Cana da.

In an att emp t to paint a compreh e nsive
pi cture of just how many repor ts of chil d
ab use actually tur n ou t to be fou nde d, 15 of
Ontario’s 54 Chil dre n’s Aid Socie tie s we re
randomly selected for the study; 2,447 chil d-
re n we re inv estig a ted .

Ba s ed on thes e fin d ings, Mr. Trocmé esti-
mated that alm o st 47,000 chil d-maltreatment
inve s tig a t ion s we re unde rtake n in Ont ario in
1993. This repre sents, he said, an estim ated
in cid e n ce of 21 abuse inv estig a t ion s per 1,000
chil dre n in the provi nce. He said that 42
per cent of the inv estig a t ion s fo und that the

allegation s of abus e we re unfou nde d, 30 per
cent were cla s sifie d as suspected cases of
ab use, and 27 per cent were sub stantiat e d.

Speak ing to repor ters yest e r day at a news
conferenc e in Toron t o, Mr. Trocmé said it
wa s up to the indivi d ual aid wor ker’s dis cre -
tion to decid e what con stituted a sub stantia -
ted case of abuse.

He said it was a "f air ly sub jective judge -
ment."

Ca s es we re desig n ated as "suspected" if
there was not enoug h ev idenc e to sub stanti-
at e ma ltreatment, but als o not enoug h ev i-
denc e to rule out the pos sib i lity.

As to whether the res ult s fr om 15 aid soci-
etie s coul d reli a bly be appli ed to the entire
prov inc e, Mr. Trocmé said: "We just hoped
that randomization tur ned out to be accu-
rate."

The directo r of preve n tio n and infor mation
se rvi ces for the ins titute, Anne Telford, said
ju s t becaus e mo re than two out of eve ry five
inve s tig a t ion s turn out to be unfou nde d, so-
ci al wor kers are not wasting their tim e.

"‘Un fou nde d’ sou nds like thes e may be
whimsi c a l refe rrals but they’r e mu ch more
than that," she said, adding that a socia l
wo rke r’s duty and oblig a t ion is to inv estig a te

repor ted ca s es.

Despit e so m e of the handicaps, the study
is seen as groun d-bre a king.

Ro ber t Glo sso p, progr am and res earch di-
re ctor at the Ott awa -base d Va n ier Ins titute
of the Family, said any study that tries to pre -
sent a provi nci al ove rvie w is long ove r due.

"I t’s what the statis ti cia ns wou ld call more
reli a ble and more rob ust infor mation than
we’v e ha d in the past," Mr. Glo sso p said in a
tele phone int e rvie w.

In the past, aid wor kers and poli cy makers
ha d to con tent themselves wit h an ecdot al ev i-
denc e and studie s of sma l ler popula t ion s, he
adde d.

Among other finding s:

• In 75 per cent of cases the allege d perpe -
trato r of the abuse was eit her bot h pare n t s ,
the mot he r, the fat her or the step-fa the r.

• Poli ce were inv olved in 23 per cent of the
inve s tig a t ion s and criminal charges were laid
in at lea st 6 per cent of cases.

• Inve s tig a t ion s involv ing olde r chil dre n we re
mo re li kely to be sub stantiat e d.

• In the United States, the incid e n ce of abuse
inve s tig a t ion s wa s estim ated at 43 per 1,000
chil dre n, doub le the estim ate for Ont ario.

The com mon theme of the three article s reprint e d in this Fig ure 11.8d is the role of quali ty (howeve r defin ed) in the com-
plex array of processes that enable a successful transit ion from chil dhood to adult hood, and the pot entia l ly dis ast rou s ef fects of
a la ck of quali ty in one or more of thes e proces s es.

• The article EM9407 reprint e d abov e also raises the diffic ult mea s uring issues inv olved in cor rectly identifyi ng chil d-abuse.

From a statis ti c a l perspectiv e, the article EM9903, reprint e d ov erleaf on the lowe r half of pag e 11 .47, is not able for the in
fo rmation, impor tant to an infor med rea de r, that it does not pres ent. For ins tanc e:

• there is no mentio n, in the secon d paragr aph of the middle colum n, of equ iprobable assig n ing in for ming the tre atment
and con trol groups of 57 and 54 chil dre n;

• the differenc e(s) bet ween the dayc are provi ded to the tre atment and con trol groups is not descr ibed;

• the magn itude of the (av erage) gains in the ben efit s obtain ed by the 57 members of the tre atment group are sel d o m pro-
vi ded – are they (us u ally) large enoug h to be practically impor tant?

Describe why infor mation on such matt e rs is needed to make a statis ti c a l ly-infor med assessment of the inv estig a t ion’s an-
swe rs to the que s tion: What are the benefits of hig h-qua lity daycare? Also:

++ co mment brief ly on the tre atment and con trol group ave r age age s (19 and 17 years) at the bir th of a first chil d, and on the
qu ali ty day care chil d-teache r ratios of bet ween 3-1 and 7-1;

++ id e n tify the key issue raise d by Prof. Zig ler’s com ments abou t a cos t-benefit analys is in the fou rth and fifth parag raphs of
the rig ht-hand colum n of the article EM9903;

++ discus s br ief ly the practical diffic ulties of an inv estig a t ion that lasts 20 or more years and how successful the inv estig a-
to rs seem to hav e been in ove rco m ing thes e diffic ulties;

++ in d i c ate brief ly the et hical is s ue(s) facing the inv estig a tors when they unde rtook this inve s tig a t ion; include in you r answe r
consid eration of equiprobable assig n ing of chil dre n to the tre atment and con trol groups in an inv estig a t ion like this one.
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Describe briefly the sta tis tical is s ue(s) raise d by the stat ement by Mr. Trocmé, quoted in the fifth parag raph of the middle
colu mn of the article EM9407 reprint e d abov e: We just hoped that randomization tur ned out to be accurate.
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