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Figure 11.6b. COSTS OF POOR QUALITY A ND PRODUCTIVITY : Medcal Prosthetic Devices
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Y 8-million for implants

Out-d-caurt deal ompensdes women

BY JANE COUTTS
Hedth Policy Reporter
In a bndnak deal a US phamacetical
giant has areed b pay $8-millionin com-
pensdion © women h Ontaio and Quebec
who sy they haveheath problens becaus
of breast implants the empany mandac-
tured
In the first dassadion stlementreached
by a US implant mandacturer ousice the
United Sates, Bistd-Myers Sjubb regotia-
ted tre aut-of-caurt deal n reponseto alits
broudht by women vho Hamethe dlicone
gd implants ér problems rarging from hard-
ening d the breasts to atoimmunediseass.

Only women n Ontaio and Quebec are
eligible for the stlementecauseonly thase
two provinces have class-adion legidation
oneof the bwyers invdved sid.

However Micheel Ezerga sid the stle-
ment ould bendit women nh ather provin-
ces who ae catenplatirg legaladion. He
also siggesed the deal mght encourageother
mandacturers of kreast mplants to stle.

Althoudh no me a the rews onference
hdd to amaune the tlementwasprepa-
ed b say low mary women myht bendit
from the und Jane Bloomfield, who -
chais a sipport graup for breastimplant
uses, said eventhoselike rer wio are ot
induded n the deal Wl bendit psychdo-
gicall.

"Somene has taken regpaonsbility and
ackrowlecged they nay te il beaue o
their implant$,Ms. Boonmfield sad.

The London Ont., rurse fad a implant
when she ws B to aigmenta lreast ha
never developed and ha had ©ntinung
probems with skin infedionsand reast -
scesss. Now 32, e hal three nsets be-
fore gving up and ha undegore nore than
20 opestionsin the bg fouryeas. Beaue
her implants vere ot mandactured by
Bristd-Myers Squbb, she s rot digible for
money from this etlement

Unde the erns of the ®tlement which
hasyet to recéve final appoval from the
caurt, the $8-nillion will be put into a
spedal fund for 12 yeas, likely to be amin-
istered by an nsuanceconpany.

Widespea adverising will informwomen
nat invdved h the aiginal litigation that they
may be digible for compensdion if they
sufer from any o the linesse omnorly
attibutedto breast implants andfithar im-
plant was nmandactured by Medcal Engi-
neeing Corpoaraion MEC, a vholly owned
stbddiary of Bristd-Myers Sjubb.

Womenwho med the citeria ®t ait in
the deal will be asessedand her share d
the $28-nillion will be basedon he ®ve
rity of ther illness thar age and the taal
number d claimants

Mr. Eizerga would not guessat wha indi-
vidual tlementsnight anauntto, snce o
oneknowshow mary women mit goply.

He did sy ha of an etmaed D0,000
implants h CanadaBristd-Myers Sjubb is
thought to havehadbeween 20 and 5 per
cent o the total narket

The etlementwasreacheddepite mntinu
ing controversy over the isste of implantre-
lated reath problems. Seved scientfic
studeshave falledto find a ink between im-
plants and theysiemicheath problems ssme
have atributedto them, whch indude aypi-
cal reudogical disease gndrome sy/semic
lupus and onnedive issuedisease

There havebeen onplaints ha the Bsie
wasfed by U.S judgesand pries, svayed
by areadotalacourts d suffering tha were
ungipportedby scientfic data

More localized poblens, sich as up-
tures,infedionsand pinfu hardenng d the
breasts,causal when sars cevdop arourd
the implants, & mae dealy atributedto
the produds, which were bamed in the
U.S and Canadani1992.

France deded in Febwuay to permit
their sab @gain They were reve taken df
the British market

Siliconegel breast mplants vere the aib-
jed of a huge podud-liability setlementin
February of 1994 when Bistd-Myers Sjubb,
Dow Corrning and Baxter Intenaional Inc.
ageed b «t p a $.2billion fund to ©®m-
pensde women &iming they were alversdy
affeded ty the mplants

Beau® aly a lttle more than 3 er cent
of tha sum was dlotted b women aitside
the United Sates, Mr. Eizerga fid, the Bis-
tol-Myers ceal 5 aparticular boon to Cana-
dian women who wad have cherwise fad
to onpee with women all @er the world
for a sae d the D94 stlement
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