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He r oic self-sacr ifice
cut death toll at WTC
_________________________________

‘This is proof those cops and firefighters knew they cou ld die,
but they did their job any w ay’

BY MIRO CERNETIG, NEW YORK

W
it h the death tol l fr om the World
Tr a de Cent e r att ack s at 2,963 and
droppi ng, New Yor kers are unde r-

st anding how many liv es their firefighters
and poli cem e n save d.

The number kil led, initia l ly feare d to be
20,000, decli ned to more than 6,000 weeks
after Sep t. 11. But the tol l contin ued to
drop, and much of the cre dit has gon e to
em ergenc y wo rke rs.

Acco r ding to repor ts in the New Yor k news
me dia yest e r day, many firefig hters who en-
tered the bur ning building s brave d warnings
fr om a senior com mande r, dep u ty fire chief
Raym ond Dow ney, that the walls cou ld tum -
ble dow n.

Mr. Dow ney ent e red the trade cent re, too,
beco m ing one of the hun dre ds of poli ce of-
fic e rs and firefighters who per ish ed while
ensuring that alm o st all the people bel ow the
area s where the two hij ack ed jet s hit were
ushe red to safety.

"This is proof those cops and firefighters
knew they cou ld die, but they did their job
anyway, and many of them did die from
ma king that choic e to go in," said Ama n d a
Rodr uguez, a waitres s at a café near the
WTC sit e know n as groun d zero frequ ent e d
by firefighters. "If it were n’t for them , we
woul d have had a lot more dea d people."

Bu t on the stre ets of Manhatt an, whe re pic-
ture s of the missing on walls and lig ht pos t s
are fading, the re is con cer n the dramati c
drop in the number of deaths may dim inish

the mag n itude of the trage dy Ne w Yo rke rs
endure d.

"Sure, to see that the numbers of the dead
[are] goi ng dow n is the best Chris tma s gi ft
the city of New Yor k coul d ev er get," said
Ji mmy Bela nger, a truck drive r who deliv ers
machin e parts in the are a of groun d zero.
"B ut eve ry day I see the numbers of dea d
go dow n, at the back of my min d I kin d of
wo rry that fol k s in other places wil l st art to
think, ‘Oh, this is not as bad as we thoug ht.
Only 3,000 people die d in New Yor k, not
20,000’".

St i ll, the reduced death tol l delig hted the
sm all crowds who brave d the col d wind and
metal det e ctors as they lin ed up for yest e r-
day’s reopening of fer r y se rvi ce to the
St atue of Liber ty.

"Hey, it’s a good day ", said Aldo Campo -
li ni, a con str uction wor ker who took the
fe rry to the isl and whe re the statue stands
gu ard . "The re’s les s dea d at the WTC than
we thoug ht. And Lady Liber ty is open for
busi nes s. Who care s if you need to be
searche d by guards if it keeps Ame rica safe? "

Mo re than three mon ths after the ter ror-
is t att ack, num erous inv estig a t ion s are det e r-
mining what hap pen ed in the minu t es befo re
the towe rs fel l. The inv estig a t ion s poin t to the
ex per ienc e of 1993, when a car bomb exp l o-
de d in the basement of one of the towe rs.
That attack was an impor tant facto r in cle ar-
ing an estim ated 18,000 people from the tow-
ers on Sep t.11.

In the 1993 bomb i ng, whi c h killed six peo -

ple, it took six hou rs to cle ar the building s.
Ma ny people stumb led in the darkness be-
caus e of a lack of batt e ry-powe red eme r-
ge n cy lig hting in the stair wel ls.

Sub seque n tly, the towe rs were fitt e d with
batt e ry-powe red lig hts. Exit s and stairca s es
we re marke d with arrow s and fluore scent
pain t. The bombing ens ured that wor kers
took fire drills ser iou sly.

All thes e fact ors, plu s the dedicated fire -
fig hters and poli ce offic e rs, helped cle ar the
11 0-sto rey towe rs in two hours on Sep t.11.

"If the re had been a delay of an hou r, I
think we wou ld be looking for 10,000 bodie s ,"
said a poli cem an guarding the bar rica des
arou nd groun d zero yest e r day. "It’s a maj or
su ccess. If the pla nes hit hig her in the
buil d ing, we wou ld hav e save d a lot more
people. But we’re als o lu cky the ter ror ists
didn’t hit lowe r. Alm o st nobody above the
fireballs got out alive."

Ralph Mancin i, whose archit e ctural firm
wa s on the sou t h towe r’s 22nd floor, said
the 1993 att ack cle arly influe n ced his 140
em p l oye es’ decisio n to flee.

"From the exper ienc e of ’93, when eve r
there was an unus u al nois e or sou nd or
sm ell, they were ins truct e d to leave the build -
ing regardle ss of what was bei ng said," Mr.
Ma n cin i said, adding that some emplo yees
we re leavi ng before the secon d plan e hit and
ig nored annou ncements tel ling sou t h-towe r
wo rke rs they cou ld retur n to their offic es.
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All but fou r people at or
abov e the crash sit es die d.
The maj ority of people
below the crash sit es liv ed.

The airc raft crash ed into
the sou t h towe r at an
angle. One of the three
st airwel ls is left int act.

Path of Flight 175

The vic tims in the towe rs
North tow er

to tal deaths: 1,432

Amer ican Air lin es Flig ht11,
carrying 92 people,

st rikes floors 93 to 98.

Sout h towe r
to tal deaths: 599

Un ited Air lin es Flig ht175,
carrying 65 people,
st rikes floors 78 to 84.
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Ever yon e on floors
92 and up die d.

..................................................................

Deat hs per
gr oup of floors

Crash sit e

The figure s sh own here are
fo r wo rke rs and visit ors in
the towe rs. Not inclu ded
are the 479 poli ce offic e rs,
firefighters and res cue
wo rke rs who died, nor are
the 157 jet passeng ers
and crewmembers.

Only fou r
people on the
81st floor or
abov e surviv ed.
They des c ende d
throug h an
un block ed
st airwel l.

The vic tims of the att ack

No rth towe r
1,432 South

towe r
599

Bys tande rs
(o n gr oun d) 10

Location unknow n 147 Hijack ed jet s 157

Re scue wor kers 479
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