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SAMPLIN G and SURVEY SAMPLIN G: The exten t of sexual violence in women’s lives

When learning statis ti cs, article sdealing wit h a varie ty of topics from the media are a conv enient way of provi ding context,
ma king it easie r to appre ciat e the relev a n tsta tis tical is s ue(s). The con tent of this Highlig ht #86 was int ende d, after cla s sdis-
cus sio n in STAT 332, to enable students to check their progres sin the cou rse by usi ngthei r newly-acqu ire dst atis ti c a lknow-
le dge to make theirown assessment of thesubjec tmatter of the article(s) that provi de the con tex t.

EM9331: The Globe and Mail, Sep tember 9, 1993, page A23

RESEA RCH / A study of sexua l and physi cal abuse of wom en has met wit h resi sta nce fro mpeop le who

se em det ermin e dnot to bel ieve how wides pre ad the problem is. They shoul d consider the careful, sci entifi-

ca lly valid way the study was con ducte d

The ext ent of sex ual viole n ce in women’s liv es
BY LOR I HASKELL

an d ME L ANIE RANDALL

SINCE the July 29 relea s eof the final re-
port of the Canadian Pan el on Vio -
le n ce Aga inst Women, much att entio n

ha sbeen focus ed on the sub ject, wit h so m e
in d ignation and disbelief expre sse dabou t the
prev a lenc erates of sex ual viole n ce pub lis hed
in the repor t.

Thes est atis ti c a l fin d ings come from an in-
dependent study the two of us directed, iden -
tifie d in the pan el’s repor t as the Women’s
Sa fety Proje ct. The process and con tent of
the pan el’s wor k asid e, we want to addre ss
so m eof the misapprehensi ons about our re-
search finding sand to exp lain how the study
wa scarrie dou t.

Our study confi rms that the pre senc eof
sexu al and phy sical abuse in women’s liv es
is dis tur bingly hig h – shock ing ,perhaps, for
thos enot aware of the deca desof res earch
and scholarship that infor med our study.
Over half of the 420 fem ale respondents in
ou r survey (51 per cent) repor tedex per ien -
ci ng a rape or att emp ted rape, more than
on e-quarter (27 per cent) repor tedphys ical
assau lt in a rela t ion s hipwith a male par tner,
and more than one -thir d (43 per cent) repor-
ted a sex ual-abuse exper ienc ein chil dhood.

Give n thes ehigh rat es of viole n ce, the re
have been some pre dictable doubts expre sse d
abou t the valid ity and cre dib i lity of the re-
search its elf, by those who seem det e rmine d
to disprove just how ext ensiv e the problem
re a l ly is. While infor med que s tion s abou t
the met hods and appli c ability of res earch
studie s are wel come as par t of respect ful
public discus sio n of socia l is s ues, critique s
which are not hing more than uninfor med
diat ribes are not.

In ter ms of the poli tics of viole n ce aga inst
women, of gre ater sig n ific a n ce is the exp licit
denial and minimizi ng that per vades such
opin ion s and com ment aries. For exa mple,
in a recent conve rsation, a male edito r at a
le ading newsp aper challenge d the res earch

fin d ings sim p ly on the basis that he fou nd
them to be "coun ter-intuitive" to men. Aske d
to ela borate, he exp lain ed that he and mos t
of the men in his circle ssi mply didn’t know
any women who had been raped or phy si-
cally assau lted . The irony of challengi ng
scie n tific a l ly valid res earch on the basis of
so m ething as flimsy as "men’s intuition" app a-
re n tly escaped him .

In profe ssi onal evaluation s of res earch
methodol ogie s by lea ding Nor th Amer ican
ex per ts, the approach taken in our study has
been recog n ized for a number of strengt hs:
the random sample, the in-dept h train ing of
the int e rvie wers, the face-to -face int e rvie w s,
the confid e n tia lity and anonym ity of respon-
dents, and the desig n of the que s tionnaire.

In addit ion to pre -testing, the que s tionnaire
it self was sub jected to profe ssi onal scr utiny,
in clu ding evaluation by some of the lea ding
No rth Amer ican exper ts on sex ual abuse,
su ch as socia l psyc h ologi st Dia n a Russell,
re c ently retired from Mil ls College in Ber-
kele y; cli nical psychologi st Jon Briere of the
Un ive rsity of Sou t her nCalifor nia School of
Me dicin e; psychiat ris t Ju dit h He rma n of
Harvard Medical School , and San Francis co
educat or Sand ra Butle r.

Our sur vey’s res ult s we re gen erated from
a randomly-selected group of fem ale respon-
dents, from various age groups, income
leve ls and ethnic backg rou nds. The sample,

desig ned by the The Ins titute for Socia l
Re search at Yor k Un ive rsity, con sis ted of a
li st of addre sses randomly selected by
co mputer from a lis t of all the addre sses in
the City of Toron t o. This dis tinguis hes our
study from the vast maj ority of other
re search on the topi c, whi c h is base don
non-random samples of speci fi cally selected
popula t ion s of women, such as women
using shelt e rs or repor ting to the poli ce.
St atis ti cs from that type of res earch cannot
be gen erali zed to the large r popula t ion
becaus eof the bia s ed sampling met hods.

Si nce respondents in our sur vey were
randomly selected, and not hing was known
abou t any of the women in advanc eof their
particip ation, the res ult s of our study can be
ap plie dbeyond the 420 women int e rvie wed .
They sug ge s tso m ething about the ext ent of
viole n ce in women’s liv es more gen erally.

What’s more, only 19 per cent of the
elig ible women con tacted by an int e rvie wer
in our sur vey decli ned the int e rvie w. In an-
ot he r5 per cent of the hous eholds whe re an
in ter vie wer made con tact, another hou seh old
member, inclu ding husbands, said that no one
at that addre ss was int e rest e din the study.

Of note, and con trary to the assump tion
that women who agreed to be int e rvie wed
we re those who had exper ienc esof abus e
that they want e dto talk about, some of the
women who decli ned to par ticip ate indica -
ted that it was pre cis ely becau se they were
dealing wit h painf ul mem ories or cur rent
ab use exper ienc esthat they did not feel able
to discus sthem .

THE int e rvie wers for our study were hig hly
sk ille d women who unde rwe n t at lea st60
hours of rig orous train ing on sur vey-re-
search methods, the structure and adm inis-
tration of the que s tionnaire, and sensit i za-
tion to the issues inv olved in int e rvie wing
women on this painf ul and stig matized sub -
je ct. Women int e rvie wed for the sur vey
we re aske d st andardized que s tion s. The
le ngt h of the int e rvie w svaried according to

... other research ... based
on non-ran dom sample s
of specifically sel ected

populations of wom e n, ... .
St atistics from that type
of research can n o tbe

ge n eral ized to the lar ger
population becau se of the
biased sampl ing methods.

2005 -08 -20 (cont inued overleaf )



Un ive rsity of Wat e r loo W. H. Che rry

#HL86.2

whet her a woman repor ted any abuse
ex per ienc es and the number of those
ex per ienc es sh e disclo sed . The ave r age
le ngt h of the int e rvie w swa stwo hours but
in some of the more ext rem eca s es,where
women’s liv es had been rav age dby repeated
ex per ienc esof chil dhood sex ual abuse and
fur the r vio - le n ce from male par tners lat e r
in life, they requi red more tim e.

One of the methodol ogical feature s that
accou nts for the hig h rates of dis clo sure in
ou r study is that women were not sim p ly
aske dwhet her they had been raped; the que s-
tion s defin ed what con stitutes a rape. For
ex ample, to ascer tain rat es of sex ual assau lt
at the lev el of rape and att emp ted rape, wo-
men were aske dwhet her they had exper i-
enc e dfo rced or att emp ted forced sex ual int e r-
course aga inst their wil l . This is a defi nit ion

of sex ual assau lt far more str ing ent than that
currently recog n ized in Cana dian law.

Ma ny of the women indicated they had
neve r disclo sed thei r ex per ienc esof abus e
prio r to the int e rvie w, exc ept in some cases
to a clo se friend at the tim e of the eve n t.
This is testim ony to the silencing and denial
that stil l surrou nds sex ual viole n ce and to
the stigmatizing of women who disclo se
ex per iencing it. Inde e d, it is the sup pos ed
in timacy and safety of the rela t ion s hips in
which the vast maj ority of this abus e of
women takes place – perpetrated by fat hers,
brot he rs, uncle s , boy-friends and husbands
– that provi des the greatest resis tanc e to
acknowledgi ng it.

The prevalenc e rates from our research
in d i c ate the deva stating "normalcy" and fre -
qu enc y of viole n ce and abuse in the life

ex per ienc esof a div erse sample of urban
Cana dian women. They challenge the myt h
that it is only a sma l l or dis tin ct group of
women who have known the viola t ion and
ter ror of a sex ual or phy sical assau lt.

Our study con tributes to sev eral decades
of res earche rs’ and com mun ity activi sts’wor k
to raise pub lic aware nes sof the dimensi ons of
sexu al viole n ce in women’s liv es. It is impera -
tive that we focus our collective ene rgie son
deve loping socia l, education a land econom-
ic strategie sto preve n tand eradicate it.

Lori Haskell is a doc tor al candidate in
applie d psychology at the Ontario Institute
fo r Studies in Educa tion, Tor o nto. Mel anie
Randall is a member of the professional re-
se arch staff at the Cen tre for Wom en’s
Studies in Educa tion, OISE.

•

What does the article EM9331 reprint e dov erleaf on pag eHL86.1 and above indicate (ex pli cit ly or implicit ly) about the sam -
ple sur vey wit h regard to:

• the targe tpopula t ion; • the study popula t ion; • the frame; • the respondent popula t ion;

• the sample; • re spons evariat e(s); • ex pla n ato ry variat e(s)?

• Does the meaning of ‘st atis ti cs’ in the article differ from our defi nit ion? (e.g., see pag eHL75. 3in Statis ti c a lHighlig ht #75).
Explain brief ly.−− What was thesa m p lesizein the sur vey?

−− What can be deduced from the article about the number of women who were selected but werenot in the sample?
Sh owyour reason ing cle arly and descr ibe briefly why this matt e ris of statis ti c a lim por tanc e.

1

Identify the place(s), if any, whe re the article EM9331 raises issues that inv olve one or more of five cat egor ies of er ror:

• study error; • non-re spons eer ror; • sample error; • mea s urement error; • model error.
−− What does the article des cribe as theef fec tof error? Exp lain brief ly.

• Why is co mpariso ner ror not mentio ned in the article EM9331?

2

Explain brief ly thesta tis tical is s ue(s) inv olved in each of the fol low ing statements made ove r leaf on pag eHL86.1 in the article.

• The irony of challengi ng sci entifically vali d rese arch on the basis of som ething as flimsy as"men’s intuition" apparen tly
es caped him. [m iddle colum n, first parag raph]

• In professional eva lua tions of rese arch met hodol ogies ..... the appr oach tak en in our study has bee n re cognized for a
number of strengt hs: the random sample, the in-dep th trai ning of the inter vie wer s, the face-to-fa ce inter vie ws, the con fi-
dent iali ty and anonymity of res pon den t s,and the des ign of the quest i onnai re. [m iddle colum n, secon dparagr aph]

• In addit i on to pre-tes ting, the quest i onnai re itself was subje cte dto professional scrutiny. [m iddle colum n, secon dparagr aph]

• The sample ..... con sis te dof a lis t of addresses randomly sel e cte dby computer fro m a lis t of all the addresses in the City
of Tor o nto. [m iddle colum n, last parag raph, right-hand colum n, first parag raph]

• This disting uish es our study fro m th eva stmajority of oth er rese arch on the topic, whi ch is based on non-random sam-
ples of speci fica lly sel e cte dpopu lations of wom en. [r ight-hand colum n, first parag raph]

• St atist i cs fro m that typ eof rese arch can not be gen era lized to the lar ger popu lation bec ause of bia sed sampling met hods.
[r ight-hand colum n, first parag raph]

• Si nce resp onden t sin our sur vey wer era n domly sel e cte d, ..... They sugge st som ething about the extent of violen ce in wom en’s
li ves more gen era lly. [r ight-hand colum n, secon dparagr aph]

• What’s more, only 19 per cen tof the eligi ble wom en con t acted by an inter vie wer ..... includi ng husbands, said that no one
at that address was inter ested in the survey. [r ight-hand colum n, thi rd parag raph]

• Of note, and con trar y to the ass umption that wom en who agr e ed to be inter vie wed wer e th ose who had experien ces of
abuse..... they did not feel able to discu ss them. [r ight-hand colum n, fou rth parag raph]

• The inter vie wer s..... wer ehigh ly skilled wom en who underwen tat lea st60 hou rs of rig orous trai ning on sur vey-rese arch
meth ods, ..... inter vie wing wom en on this pai nful and stigm atized subje ct. [r ight-hand colum n, last parag raph]

• Wo men inter vie wed for the survey wer easked sta n dar dized quest i ons. [r ight-hand colum n, last parag raph]

3

The two article sEM9357 and EM9358 reprint e don the nex t thre esi des(page sHL86.3 to HL86.5) of this Highlig ht #86
[50% of wom en rep ort assau ltsandVi olen ce sur vey takes tol l on staff ] provi de addit ion a linfor mation on the matt e rs des cribed
by Haskell and Randall and raise sim ilar statis ti c a lis s ues.
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SAMPLIN G and SURVEY SAMPLIN G: The exten t of sexual violence in women’s lives (c o ntinued 1)

EM9357: The Globe and Mail, November 19, 1993, page sA1, A4

50% of wom e n report assaults
__________________________________

Grou nd-break ing Stat scan sur vey finds viole n ce per vasiv e
BY ALANNA M ITCHE LL

Social Trends Reporter

Mo re than half of Cana dian women have
been phy sically or sex ually assau lted at lea st
on ce in their adult liv es, the mos t co mpre-
hensive sur vey eve r un d ertaken of viole n ce
ag ain st women shows.

Ba s ed on telephone int e rvie w s with
12,300 women, the Statis ti cs Cana dasurvey
fo und assau lt of women by men so endemic
that it has become the statis ti c a l norm:
Fifty-one per cent say it has hap pen ed to
them . Na t ion -wide, that wou ld mean more
than five mil l io n adul t women.

One in 10 said they had been assau lted in
the 12 mon ths befo re they were pol led. That
woul d be more than one mil l io n women in
Cana da.

Ne arly one att ack in five (18 per cent) wa s
viole n t enou gh to inj ure the woman phy si-
cally. Of thes e, 28 per cent necessit ated me-
dical att entio n.

The figure s we re gre et e dwith ang er. "It
is absolu t ely unaccep table that women have
to liv e live sof ter ror – absolu t ely unaccep t-
able," said Sun era Thobani, pre sid e n tof the
Na t ion a lAc tion Com mitt e eon the Status of
Wo m e n, the cou ntr y’s large s twomen’s group.
"This is a nation a lcr isi s . We need[the gov-
er nment] to take cle ar actio n."

Bo b Glo sso p, co-ordin at or of progr ams
and res earch for the Vanier Ins titute of the
Fa m ily in Ott awa, said viole n ce is "so wid e-
spre ad that no one can any longe r tr y to
dism iss this as a phenomenon that doesn’t
touch them. Inde e d, it is a phenomenon
that is endemic."

In spi te of sug ge s tion s that the ext ent of
viole n ce aga inst women has been exaggera -
ted, the sur vey fou nd it more per vasiv e than
prev i ous studie son a sma l ler scale had don e.

"This has to force the gov ernment to take
this ser iou sly ", said Gle n d aSi mms, pre sid e n t
of the Canadian Advis ory Cou nci l on the
St atus of Women. "We hav ean epi dem i con
ou r hands and no one was lis tening . People
we re sayi ng we were ove r dramatizing."

(Speak ing to repor ters in Vancouver yest e r-
day after noon, Prime Min is ter Jean Chrétien
said he cou ld not com menton the sur vey
becaus ehe had not been briefed on its con -
tents.)

The women int e rvie wed were 18 years and
ol d er and randomly chosen.

They were aske d a ser ies of que s tion s

desig ned to eli cit whether, sin ce the age of
16 , they had suf fered an assau lt that wou ld
be con sid ere dan offenc eun d er the Criminal
Code. Women who spoke neit her Eng lis h
nor Fre n c hwe re not int e rvie wed .

The sur vey fou nd women were mos tli kely
to be assau lted by men they knew. Alm o st
half (45 per cent) of those int e rvie wed said
they had been assau lted by dat es, boy-
fr iends, husbands, friends, family members
or other men famili ar to them.

Almos ta thi rd (29 per cent) of those who
we re mar rie d or had been mar rie d repor ted
being assau lted by a husband . (The figure in-
cludes com mon -law mar riage s). That wou ld
mean a stag ger ing 2.6 mil l io n Cana dian wo-
men have been the victim of wife assau lt.

"I t is a tragi c portrait of how, for far too
ma ny people, famili es are pos sib ly the mos t
dange rou splace for them to be," Dr. Glo s-
so psaid.

Vi olenc ewa srepor tedmo reor les sev enly
across eve ry socioeconomic group and age
catego ry. The re was one marke dexceptio n :
Wo m e nag ed 18-24 were more than twic e
as likely to repor t viole n ce in the previous
ye ar as were olde r women – 27 per cent in
the you ng er group said they had been assau l-
ted .

Ma ny women had exper ienc e dviole n ce
mo rethan onc ein their liv es. Alm o st 60 per
cent who said they had been sex ually assau l-
ted repor ted mo re than one att ack. Sixty-
thre eper cent of those assau lted by a  husband
or for mer husband had been att ack ed more
than onc e. One thi rd said the re had been
mo rethan 10 att ack s.

The sur vey showe dmarriage was a dange r-
ou splace for many. Fif teen per cent of mar-
ried women said their pre sent husband had
att ack ed them.

Almos t half – 48 per cent – of women
who had been mar rie d prev i ously had been
att ack ed by the par tner dur ing the mar riage.
Three -qu arters of those said they had been
assau lted more than onc e, and 41 per cent
mo rethan 10 tim e s.

"May be this is offer ing us a clu eabou twhy
marriage s are bre a king dow n," said Hol ly
Jo hnson, Stats can’s manage rof the sur vey.

Mo re than a thi rd whose husbands had
att ack ed them had feare dfo r thei r live s. Wea -
pons were use dby 44 per cent of viole n t
hu sbands.

Preg n a n cy did not protect women. More

than one in five (21 per cent) of those att ack-
ed by a husband had been att ack ed while
preg n a n t.

The sur vey als o fo und that alc ohol playe d
a huge par t in viole n ce. Men had been drink-
ing before more than 40 per cent of att ack s.
Wo m e nwhos ehu sbands drank at lea stfo ur
times a week ran triple the risk of assau lt of
thos ewhos ehu sbands did not drink. Thos e
whos ehu sbands drank heavi ly were at six
times the risk.

Ju s t14 per cent of all the incid e n t scata -
logued by the sur vey were repor tedto poli ce.
In only 9 percent did the women con tact a
soci al-ser vic e ag enc y. Rou ghly 22 per cent
of woman who had been assau lted said they
ha dtold no one about it before the Stats can
qu estio ner aske d.

The sur vey als odocument e da cycle of vio -
le n ce bet ween gen eration s. Wo m e nwhos e
fa the rs-in -law were viole n twe re three tim e s
as likely to be assau lted by their husbands
as those whose fat hers-in -law were not vio -
le n t. The sur vey als o fo und that 39 percent
of women in viole n t marriage s said their
chil dre nha dwitnes s ed an assau lt.

The statis ti cs led obs ervers to call for im-
me diat eaction from the newly ele cted Libe-
ral gov ernment.

Dr. Sim ms of the advis ory cou nci l said
Mr. Chrétien must for mally appoi nt a min is-
ter of women’s issues, to sit at the cabin et
table. She said the res ult s of the sur vey
have implication s fo r the dep artments of
ju s ti ce, health and financ e.

Ms. Thobani said the fact that so few wo-
men are repor ting assau lt means that the re
ou ght to be change s in the justic e syst em.
Sh ealso called for more mon ey to be giv en

• 51 per cent of Cana dian women have ex-
perienc e dviole n ce sin ce the age of16 .

• 29 per cent of mar rie d or for merly mar-
ried women were assau lted by their husbands.

• Almos t 60 per cent who said they had
been sex ually assau lted were att ack ed more
than onc e.

• 48 per cent of those who had been mar-
ried previously had been att ack ed dur ing mar-
riag eby the husbands.

• Wo m e nwith viole n t fa the rs-in -law were
thre etimes more likely to be assau lted than
ot he rwomen.

• 18 per cent of the att ack s we re viole n t
enou gh to cau se phy sical inj ury.

Highlights
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to anti-viole n ce groups.

"I think we need to be way bey ond convi nci ng people that the
proble mex ists," she said.

Sh eila Fin estone, secret ary of state for the status of women, issued
a statement sayi ng that the Liberal gov ernment is com mitt e dto "safe
homes and safe streets" and to finding solutio ns to viole n ce.

The sur vey res ult s we re statis ti c a l ly likely to be accur ate within 1.2
perc ent age poi nts upward or dow nward, 19 tim e sin 20.

DEFINITION
OF VIOLENCE

The sur vey defined violen ce as an exper ien ce of physi cal or sexua l
assa ult that is con sis tent wit h lega l definitions of these offen ces and

coul d be acte don by a police officer.

Sexual Assault
---------------------------------------------
The sur vey aske dtwo que s tion s
abou tsexu al assau lt by men othe r
than husbands or com mon -law
hu sbands:

1. "Ha sa (ma le strang er, dat eor
boyfriend, other man known to you)
ev er forced you or att emp ted to force
you into any sex ual activ ity by threat-
ening you, hol d ing you dow nor hur t-
ing you in some way?"

2. "Ha sa (ma le strang er, dat eor
boyfriend, other man known to you)
ev er tou che dyou aga inst your wil l in
any sex ual way, such as unw ant e d
touching, grabbing, kis sing or fon dling? "

Wife Assault
---------------------------------------------
Wo m e nwe re aske da ser ies of que s-
tion sabou twhet her thei r hu sband or
co mmon-law husband had don ecer-
tain viole n tthings. Viole n taction s
coun ted inclu ded thes e:

• thre atene dto hit you wit h his fist or
anyt hing els ethat cou ld hur t you;

• thrown any thing at you that cou ld
hu rt you;

• push ed, grabbed or shove dyou;

• sl apped you;

• kick ed, bit or hit you wit h his fist;

• hit you wit h so m ething that cou ld

hu rt you;

• beat you up;

• choke dyou;

• thre atene dto use or use da gun or
knife on you;

• fo rced you into any sex ual acti-
vity when you did not want to
by threatening you, hol d ing you
down, or hur ting you in some way.

Phys ical Assault
-------------------------------------------
The sur vey aske dtwo que s tion sabou t
phys ical assau lt by men othe rthan
hu sbands or com mon -law husbands.

1. "No w, I’m goi ng to ask you some
qu estio ns about phy sical att ack syou
may hav eha dsi nce the age of16 .
By this I mean any use of force such
su ch as bei nghit, sla pped, kicke d
or grabbed, to bei ngbeat en, knifed
or shot. Has a (ma le strang er, dat e
or boyfr iend, other man known to
you) eve rphys ically att ack ed you?"

2. "The nex t fe w qu estio ns are about
face -to -face thre ats you may hav e
ex per ienc e d. By threats I mean any
time you hav ebeen threatene dwith
phys ical harm, sin ce you were 16.
Ha sa (ma le strang er, dat eor boy-
fr iend, other man known to you)
ev er threatene dto harm you? Did
you believe he wou ld do it?"

WHO GETS HURT IN JUST ONE YEAR
Number of women 18 years and ove rwho hav eex per ienc e dviole n ce
in the past 12 mon ths

Sour ce: Statis tics Canada

To tal women victimizedTo tal fem ale
popula t ion (past 12 mon ths)

To tal: 10 ,498,000 1,016 ,000 10%

Ag egroup: 18 -24 1,315,000 353,000 27
25 -34 2, 338,000 331,000 14
35 -44 2, 256,000 191,000 8
45 -54 1,628,000 91,000 6
55 and ove r 2,961,000 49,000 2

Ho useho ld incom e:
Less than $15,000 1,324,000 166,000 13
$1 5 ,000 -$29,999 1,860,000 198,000 11
$30,000 -59,999 3,580,000 312,000 9
$60,000 or more 2,036,000 197,000 10
No t st ated/Don’t know 1,698,000 142,000 8

Educat ion:
Less than hig h school diplo ma 2,7 47,000 207,000 8
High school diplo ma 2,805,000 260,000 9
Some pos tse con d ary edu cation 3,299,000 401,000 12
Un ive rsity deg ree 1,628,000 148,000 9

HOW MARRIED WOMEN ARE HURT
Propor tio n of Cana da’s 9 mil l io n women who have eve rbeen
marrie dor liv ed com mon -law, who repor tedassau lt by a par tner
(18 years and ove r)

Sour ce: Statis tics Canada

To tal viole n ce* 29%

Push ed, grabbed, shove d 25%

Threatene d 19 %

Sla pped 15 %

Threw something 11 %

Kick ed, bit, hit 11 %

Be aten up 9%

Sexu ally assau lted 8%

Choke d 7%

Hit wit h so m ething 6%

Us ed gun or knife 5%

*Figure sdo not add to 100% becau se of mul t i p le respons es

EM9358: The Globe and Mail, November 19, 1993, page A4

BEHIN D THE NUMBER S / The findings of abuse
were so upsetting that som ein ter vie wer sburned out______________________________________

Vi o lence sur vey
take s to ll on staff

By ALANNA M ITCHE LL
Social Trends Reporter

CANADA’ S first nation a l
survey on viole n ce
ag ain st women was so

harrow ing to con duct that the
30 fem ale int e rvie wers had
we ekly ses sio ns wit h a psy-
chologi st dur ing the five mon ths
it went on.

They were als o scre ene d by
the psychologi st before they got
the jobs , said Hol ly Johnson,
St atis ti cs Cana daproje ct mana -
ge r fo r the sur vey. They had to
be able to handle hig h leve ls of
st res sand display exc ellent cop -
ing skills, she said.

Neve rtheles s, becaus e of the
large amoun t of viole n ce repor-
ted, some of the int e rvie wers
burned out and many more left

fo r ot he rjo b s.

In the sur vey, 12, 300randomly
chosen Cana dian women were
tele phone d and aske d whet her
they had exper ienc e dphys ical
or sex ual viole n ce as adult s.
The int e rvie w s, rangi ng from 15
minu t es to three hou rs, took
place bet ween Februar y and
Ju ne after more than a year of
testing and con sul tation s with
women’s rig hts advocat es.

The sur vey is the first of its
type in the world and Canada’s
mos t co mpreh e nsive on the sub -
je ct.

Howeve r, it has been harshly
cr iti cized by women’s groups.
Ma ny fel t that adequ ate statis ti cs
we re alrea dy availa ble and that the
$1.9 -mil l io n it cos t to carry out
the sur vey shoul d have been spent

on hel ping victims of viole n ce.
"The bottom lin e is , the mon ey’s

been spent, now wil l women be
beli eve d?" Susan Bazil l i, a law-
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SAMPLIN G and SURVEY SAMPLIN G: The exten t of sexual violence in women’s lives (c o ntinued 2)

ye rwith the Met ro Actio n Com-
mitt e eon Pub lic Viole n ce aga inst
Wo m e nand Chil dre nin Toron t o,
said yest e r day.

Ac tivi sts have als o spoke nou t
ag ain st a $10 -millio n fe deral
gove rnm e n tpanel whose repor t
on sto rie s of viole n ce aga inst
women was relea s ed in July.

Wo m e n’s groups feare d the
St ats cansurvey wou ld produ c e
ev idenc ethat a low number of

women are assau lted . They
we re als oconc e rne dthat the in-
ter vie w s themselves woul d put
women at risk, especia l ly if they
we re in the company of an
ab use rwhen the phone rang.

"I t’s an ext rem ely traum atic ex-
perienc e. Do they say : Thanks
fo r your tim e,’ and hang up? "Ms.
Bazi lli said.

Almos t on e-quarter of the
women sur veyed who repor ted

assau lts to the int e rvie wer had
neve r told anyone about them .

Bu t Karen Rog ers, a senior
analys t who wor ked on the sur-
ve y, said ext ensiv e advanc etest-
ing indicated that women did
not appear to flock to com mu-
nity-ser vic eor ganization sin dis -
tres safter thei r in ter vie w s .

Some groups were als o cr iti-
cal of the sur vey becau se it did
not cap ture dat a fr om women

who do not speak Fre n c h or
Englis h. It als o fa ile d to reach
women in Cana da’s Nor th; those
who do not own a tele phone; or
thos e in shelt e rs for batt e red
women.

Howeve r, it is stil l consid ere d
st atis ti c a l ly repre sent ative of Ca-
na dian women.

St ats canwill pub lis hmo redata
fr om the sur vey in March.

The fol low ing article EM9608 deals wit h subj ect matt e r rela ted to that of the previous two article s; howeve r, alt hou gh it,
too, has an ob ser vational Plan, it doesnot involve a sample sur vey and so some of the statis ti c a lis s ues it raises differ from
thos eof the previous article sin this Highlig ht #86.

EM9608: The Globe and Mail, Janu ary 3, 1996, page A3

Wo men’s lives sav ed through U.S. initiat ive
____________________________________

Pros ecu to rs get result s with tou gh new poli cy on wife batt e rers
BY HENRY HESS

Cr ime Reporter

TORONTO – A San Diego city prose cu-
to r’s det e rmination to take wife-batt e ring as
se riously as mur der is cre dit e d with sav ing
dozens of women’s liv es in that city.

When Casey Gwinn decid ed in 1988 that
it wasn’t fair to expect victims of spousal
ab use to bear primary responsib i lity for
bringi ng their abuse rs to justic e, he rev olu -
tion ized domestic-viole n ce prose cutio ns in
Sa nDiego and laid the fou ndation for sim i-
lar progr ams across the United States.

Af ter all, "we go for ward on homicid eca s es
withou t vi ctim par ticip ation," Mr. Gwinn’s
assis tant, Gael Strack, said in a recent int e r-
vie w in Toron t o. "It’s no different."

No w, the head of a Met ro Toron t o anti-
batt e ring group is calling on Cana dian
poli ce and Crown prose cutors to learn from
that exa mple.

"I n the States, the re has been inc redib le pro -
gres sma de," said Viv i en Gre en, co-ordin at or
of the Met ro Woman Abuse Protocol Proje ct.
"They are prose cuting thes e ca s esand
havi ng gre at success reducing homicid e s.
He re, the sys tem says :‘Oh, no, no, no. It’s
not that impor tant.’ "

This past fall, Ms. Gre en’s group inv ited
Ms. Strack, a dep u ty city att orney in San
Diego’s domestic-viole n ce unit, to share her
ex per tis e. In sev eral wor ksh ops aim ed at
poli ce and Crown officia ls , Ms. Strack
des cribed how her city’s decisio n to take a
hard lin e ag ain st spousal abuse has reduced
homicid e s att rib u t e d to domestic viole n ce
by 60 per cent.

Fo r ye ars, she said, 25 to 35 women a
ye ar die d at the hands of their par tners in
Sa nDiego, a spraw ling met ropoli s of abou t
1. 5millio n in Sou t her nCalifor nia .

Even thoug hCalifor nia had adde da chap-
ter to its criminal code in 1984 speci fi cally
ou tlawing spousal assau lt, poli ce and the
cour ts were tre ating it like a traffic viola t ion.
If a woman complaine d of bei ng beat en,
poli ce wou ld issue a ticke t. But often the
person charged did not show up in cou rt,
and in mos tca s es,nothing hap pen ed.

"You practically had to kil l a woman in
Sa nDiego to get arrest e d."

It was Mr. Gwinn and the case of the
ju dge’s gir lfr iend that tur ned things aroun d,
sh esaid.

The case inv olved a pregnant woman who
ha dbeen badly beaten, allege dly by her liv e-
in love r, a San Diego judge. "Sh ecame into
ou r offic e, and what she told us was hor ri-
fying. We got the 911 tapes, medical re-
co r ds, her tor nand bloody clo thing."

Mr. Gwinn was outrage d. He photogr aph -
ed the woman’s inj uries and talked to neigh -

bours, who told of a his t ory of domestic vio -
le n ce. But when the city att orney’s offic e,
which prose cutes criminal cases in San Di-
ego, charged the judge wit h spou s a lassau lt,
it fou nd its elf at the cent re of a fire s t orm.

"We issued the complaint – and all hell
broke loos e," Ms. Strack recou nted . The
news media and lega l est ablis hment sid ed
with the judge; the victim vanish ed into
Mexi co and cou ld not be fou nd.

"So we decid ed to go for ward wit hou t
he r, on the basis of her statements giv en in
ev idenc e" before dis ap pearing ,sh esaid.

Ever y ju dge in the city disqu ali fi ed him -
self f rom pre sid ing ove r the trial, so they
ha d to bring one out of retirem e n t, Ms.
St r ack said. He threw out half the evi denc e
by ruling that the jur y coul dn’t hear the tape
of the woman’s 911 call or the evi denc eof
prio r assau lts.

Af ter an eig ht-day trial, the jur y came
back split 11-1, wit h the maj ority fav o uring a
not-guilty verdict. That was enoug hfo r the
presid ing judge, who not only dismisse dthe
charge but als o re n d ere da decisio n of fact-
ual innocenc e, Ms. Strack said. "That’s eve n
bett e rthan not guilty".

Mr. Gwinn decid ed to figure out what went
wrong and how to change it. Why weren’t
poli ce layi ng charges? Why weren’t docto rs
repor ting cases of suspect e ddomestic vio -
le n ce to poli ce, as requi red by Califor nia law?

Later that year, he persua ded city cou nci l
to for m the first unit in the United States
de dicated to prose cuting cases of domestic
viole n ce.

"A t first, when we started prose cuting

‘T he yar e prosecut ing
these cases and hav ing
great succe ss reduc ing
homic ides. Her e, the
system say s: ‘Oh, no,
no, no. It’s not that
import ant.’’
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ca s eswe were losing them," she said, so they
change dtactics.

When they fou nd it impos sib le to get con-
vi ction sfr om judge s ,they decid ed to try all
ca s esbefo re a jur y. Gradually, they started
ge tting 911 tapes and othe r suppor ting evi-
denc eadmitt e d. They als owo rke dwith po-
li ce to improve the inv estig a t ion of spou s a l
assau lts.

One of the mos t radical deci sio ns was to
pros ecu t e ev en when a victim ref use d to
testify or sou ght to hav echarges dro pped.

"The re’s not hing in law that says the vic-
tim must con sent to prose cute a homicid eor
robbery", Ms. Strack poi nted out. Why
sh oul d spou s a lassau lt be different?

"That was the first thing we agreed on in
Sa nDiego: to sto p asking the que s tion ‘Do
you really want to prose cute’".

The clo se rela t ion s hip with thei r ab use r
puts awful pre ssure on victims of domestic
viole n ce, she not e d. "Our figure sof the last
10 years show that 75 per cent of the tim e
the victim wil l li e, recant or disppear".

The key to successful prose cutio n is to
have the evi denc e, Ms. Strack tol d a wor k-
sh op at Met ro Hall. They learned there is a
48 -hou r window of oppor tun ity to gat her
ev idenc e"befo re the victim starts for giv ing
and ret r acting."

"The evi denc eis the re. All you hav e to
do is ask the rig ht que s tion s."

Sh eencou rag es poli ce to int e rvie w para -
me dics, look for the bloody towel the victim

may hav e us ed to cle a n he rself up, get
acces sto medical records for indication sof
prev i ous abuse, and take picture s.

"A s soon as we started getting convi c-
tion s, things star ted hap pening ," she said.

The number of charges for spousal abuse
mo re than doub led, from 7,000 in 1990 to
15,000 in 1994. Nin ety-five per cent of
thos eaccus ed now ple ad guilty before the
ca s eev er get sto trial; of those that do get
to cou rt, 89 per cent are conv ict e d.

Sent enc esav erage 90 days in prison, she
said, but that is les s im por tant than the
ot he r condition s. "What we care about is
thre e ye ars probation and [an order for]
coun sel ling. Eve ryt hing els eis negotiable."

Experienc eha ssh own that few of those
conv ict e dreoffend . "The re’s a  ver y low re-
ci div ism rat e after goi ng throu gh a ful l-
bl own jur y tr ial."

A batt e rer’s gre atest fears, she said, are
go ing to jail and bei ng ex pos ed as a nasty
person. "Ma ny are Jekyll -and -Hy detypes."

"We’re not better than eve ryone els e," Ms.
St r ack tol d the wor ksh op, "but we don’t take
no for an answe rand we just don’t giv e up."

Sh eadde dthat success requi re smo rethan
ju s t pro-ar rest poli cing. "Ar rest wit hou t the
re s tof it means not hing."

In Toron t o, poli ce and Crown officia ls
said it is hard to mea s ure what is hap pening
he re aga inst San Diego’s exper ienc e. The
Crim inal Code of Cana datreats domestic
viole n ce like any other assau lt, so the re are

no reliable statis ti cs on the number of char-
ge s , the convi ction rat e or sent encing
patt e rns.

(Me tro poli ce statis ti cs sug ge s tthat 10 of
la st year’s 64 homicid e swe re linke d to do-
mestic viole n ce.)

Ms. Gre en said that in track ing indivi d ual
ca s es,he r gr oup has fou nd that too often
Crow n pros ecu to rs and the cou rts take
spou s a lassau lt too lig htly.

"Poli ce hav e ma de gains. They’re layi ng
mo recharges and putting those charges be-
fo re the cou rts, but the cou rts are n’t dealing
with it."

Sh esaid the lack of pub licly fun d ed cou n-
selling progr ams is als o a maj or flaw. "We
do have a sys tem whe re mos tof thes eguys
ge tprobation and judge sorder some kin d of
coun sel ling as a con d ition," but there are not
nearly enoug h sp aces to accom modat ethem ,
and provi nci al cutbacks threaten those that
do exi st.

Ms. Gre en said her group estim ates the re
are 21,000 adult s on probation in Metro,
on e-quarter for a domestic-viole n ce offenc e,
but only 118 spaces for group cou nselling.
There is a fou r-year waiting lis t to get into
the only progr amin Metro that get sprov in-
ci al fun d ing.

"So, judge sare putting them on probation
and the re’s no con seque n ces."

In San Diego, Ms. Strack said, offende rs
have to pay for thei r ow ncoun sel ling.

What does the article EM9608 reprint e dov erleaf on pag eHL86.5 and above indicate (ex pli cit ly or implicit ly) about the in-
ve s tig a t ion wit h regard to:

• the targe tpopula t ion; • the study popula t ion; • the frame; • the respondent popula t ion;

• the sample; • re spons evariat e(s); • ex pla n ato ry variat e(s)?

• In lig ht of you ranswe rs to this que s tion and to Que s tion 1 onthe secon dsi de (page HL86.2) of this Highlig ht #86, com -
pare and con trast the Pla nof the Haskell and Randall sample sur vey and the inv estig a t ion in San Die go.
−− Comment brief ly on the statis ti c a lim p lication sof bot h inve s tig a t ion shavi ng ob ser vational Plans.

4

Sup pos eyou were to be emplo yed as statis ti c a ladvi sor to the Met ro Woman Abuse Protocol Proje ct; your task is to assis t
with inv estig a t i ng the les son sfo r Me tro that can be learned from the work in San Diego. Outli ne key matt e rs you wou ld
re commend for initia l consid eration.

• What clarific ation s, if any, about matt e rs raise din the article EM9608 reprint e dov erleaf on pag eHL86.5 and above
woul d you seek from Ms. Stack? Exp lain brief ly.

5

This Statis ti c a lHighlig ht #86 is als oFigure 2.2b in the STAT 332 Course Mat e ria ls.
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