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When kaning datistics, aticlesdealng with a variety of topics from the melia ae a covenient way d providing contex,
making it easer to gpredate the relevantstaistical issu¢y. The ontent d this Highlight #86 was ntended after dassdis-
cusfon in STAT 332, b enable gudents to chek ther progressin the ourse ly using their nevly-aauired staistical know-
ledge b make their own assessent d the subjectmatter of the aticle(9 tha provide the onext

The Globe and Mail, Septenber 9, 1993, mge A23
RESEARCH / A gudy d sexual and fhysical abug of women has net with resigance fom peopé who

seen ceteminedna to believe how widespead the poblem &. They shauld congder the @areful, sciertifi-

cally valid way the tudy was onduced
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The extent d sexwal violen@ in womers lives

BY LORI HASKELL
and MEL ANIE RANDALL

CE the dily 29 releaseof the final e-
Sport of the Candian Rané on Vio-

lene Agairst Women much atention
hasbeen bausal on he sibjed, with some
indigndion and dsbelief expressedatoutthe
prevaéncerates of exual violene published
in the eport.

Thesestaistical findigs comerom an n-
dependent atidy the two @ us drected iden-
tified in the m@nds report as he Womers
Sakty Projed. The process ad mnent d
the pands work asde, we want to adres
someof the msappehersions dout aur re-
sarch findingsand to &plain how the stidy
wascarried out

Ou sudy monfirms ha the peenceof
sexud and physcal euse n womers lives
is dsturbingly high — shocking, pertaps, br
thosena aware d the deadesof reseech
and shdarship tha informed ar gudy
Ower haff of the 220 mde repondents m
our survey (51 per canf) reported experien-
cing argpe o atempied rge, nore than
onequater (27 pe cen) reported physical
assut in a relatonshipwith a nale partrer,
and nore than methird (43 pe cen) repor-
ted a sxwual-abuse eperiencein childhood.

Given thesehigh rates of violence, hee
have been vme pedctable dbults expresed
about the validity and aedbility of the e-
sarch isdf, by thase who £em detemined
to disprove just hav extengve the problem
realyy is. While informed qestdns alout
the mettods and aplicability of reseech
studes are welome & part of repectful
puwblic disaus$on of sodal issus, aitiques
which ae rothing more than uninformed
diatibes ae rot.

In ternms of the plitics d violene ayairst
women of greder sgnificane is he eplicit
denal and mmimizing that pervades sich
opnions and ommentaes For eanple,
in a lecet conversaion, a nale alitor at a
leading rewspapr dallerged the reseeach

2005-08-20

findings $mply on the kass tha he burd
them b be 'tounterintuitive' to men Asked
to daborate he eplaned tha he and nost
of the menn his drclessinply didnt know
ary women who hd been raped or fhys-
cally assauted. The irony o challerging
sdenffically vaid reseach o the kass of
somehing as fimsy & "mers intuition’ appa
renty esaped hm.

In professional ealugions of reseech
methodologes by leadng North American
experss, the gproad taken n our gudy has
been emgnizal for a umber of srergths:
the random sarple, he n-depth training of
the inteviewers, the &ce-to-face nteviews
the mnfidentiaty and aronymity of regpon-
dents, and the dgs of the qiestnnaire.

... aher resach ... based
on non-random samples
of goecifically selected
populations d women ...
Statistics fom that type
of reeach cannotbe
generlized b the larger
population because of the
biased ampling methods.

In addtion © pretesing, the qiestnnaire
itself was subjeded b professional srutiny,
induding evaluaion by some ¢ the kadng
North American gperts on &xwal ause
suth as sdal pschdogig Diana Russd,
recanty refred fom Mills Cdlege in Be
keley, dinical psychdogig Jon Briere of the
University of Souttern Calforna Shool of
Medcine; psychatrist Judth Heman of
Harvard Medcal Schml, and San Fendsm
eduata Sanda Butler.

Ou suneys reslts were geneaated fom
a randony-seleded goup d femde repon-
dents, fom varous @e goups, hcome
levels and ghnic badkgrourds The samle,

deggned ly the The hsitute for Ddal
Re®ach d York University, conssted d a
list of addreses randomy seleded Ly
conputer fom a ist of dl the aldreses in
the Gty of Toronto This dstingushes ar
study from the vat ngjarity of other
reeach m the tgic, which is basedon
non-random sarples & specifically selected
popuations of women such as vomen
usng chdters or reporing to the mlice.
Stdistics from tha type of reseach camot
be @nedized b the hmer popuation
becauseof the basel sanpling methods.

Sirce egpondents m our ey weae
randomy selected and rothing was knowvn
about ary of the womenn advanceof their
participation, the estts of our sudy can ke
appled beyond the 20 women nterviewed.
They siggestsomehing ebaut the exent o
violene in womers lives nore genesdly.

Whats more, ally 19 per ceit o the
eligible women ontaded ty an nteviewer
in our auney cedined the inteview In an-
other5 per cant o the haisdolds whee an
interviewer nace mniact, anther rousehiol
member, induding husands, sail tha no e
at ha addres was hteresteéh the stidy.

Of nae, and ontrary to the @sumption
that women who greed b be nteviewed
were those who hal experiencesof ahuse
that they wantedto talk daout, some d the
women who delined b paricipak indica-
ted that it was pedsdy beaus they were
deaing with panful memaies @ current
abise eperienceghat they did not fee able
to disaussthem.

THE inteviewers for aur gudy were highly
skilled women who odemvent at keast60
haurs of rigorous taning on surwey-re-
sarch mehods, he stucture and alminis-
trtion of he aqiestnnaire, ad ®rsitiza-
tion b the Bswes hvdved n inteviewing
women @ this painfu and sigmatized sib-
jed. Women nterviewed for tre surey
were asked standadized qiestns. The
lergth of the nteviewsvaried aoordng to
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whetrer a voman eported ary abuse
experiences and the nmber d those
experiences she disdosed. The aerage
lergth of the nteviewswastwo haurs kut
in some @ the nore extremecaseswhere
womers lives had teen ravagedby repeaed
experiencesof childhood £xwal duse ad
further vio- lene from male partrers later
in life, hey required more ime.

Ore of the méhodologcal feaures that
acourts for the high rates of dsdosure n
our study is tha women vere rot smply
akedwhetter trey had keen raped the qies
tions ddined wha conditutes a ape. For
exanple, b ascertin rates of ®xual sssaut
at the kbve of rape and dtempied rae, vo-
men vere askedwhetrer they had experi-
encedorced or #empied brced &xual inter
course gairst ther will. This is a @finition

of sexual assaul far nore dringent than ha
curenty recgnied in Canadan bw

Mary of the women ndicded trey had
never disdosed their experiencesof aluse
prior to the ntewiew; except in oMe caes
to a dose friend & the fme of the eent
This is Estmony  the dendng and denal
that gill surourds ®xual violene ad to
the digmatizing of women who didose
experiendng it. Indeed it is the sipposal
intimacy and saéty of the elatonshi in
which the vast majarity of this aluse of
women akes pace — erpdrated Ly fatters,
brothes, wndes, boy-friends and hushands
— tha provides he gedest resstance to
acknavledging it.

The prevalencerates from aur research
indicae the deashting "normalcy”’ and fre-
quency of violene axd duse n the Ife
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experiencesof a dverse sanple of uban
Canadin women They challerge he nyth
that it is only a snall or dstind group d
women who hee known the \iolation and
terror d a sexual o physcal sssaut.

Ou sudy ontibutes to ®vea decaces
of reseaches’ and @mnunity adivists work
to raise pubic avareressof the dmersiins d
sexud violene in womers lives. It is impera-
tive tha we focus air cdledive enegieson
developng sodal, edu@tionaland eonom-
ic srategiesto preventand eadcate i.

°
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Lori Haskdl is a docbral canddate in
appled psychdogy a the ntario Inditute
for Sudes in Educaton, Tororto. Melanie
Randal is a nenmbe of the pofessona re-
seach daff at the CGente br Womais
Sudes in Educaton, OSE.

What ides the aticle EM933L reprintedoveleaf o pageHL86.1 and dove indicde exgicitly or implicitly) sbaut the sam-

ple surwey with regard to:
e the tametpopuation;
e the sanple;

e the gudy popuation;
e repomsevariatd9;

o the frame

o the repondent mpuation;

e exgandory variatg9?

o Does the meamig d ‘stdistics' in the aticle dffer from aur definitior? (eg, se @geHL75.3in SatisticalHighight #75).
= What was he samplesizein the siney?

- What @an ke deduced fom the aticle ebout the rumber of women who were sleded but vere notin the sarple?
Showyour reaonirg dealy and desribe biefly why this matteris of gatisticalimportance

Explain briefly.

Idenify the pgace(9, if any, wheee the aticle EM933l raises isstes hd invdve ae o more of five ate@ries @ error:

e study error;

® Nnon-reponseerior,

e sanple aror;

= What ibes the aticle descibe & the efectof error? Explan briefly.
® Why is conparisonerror nat menioned n the aticle EM9331L?

@ meastement eror;

e modd error.

Explain briefly the statstical issué€y invdved n each of the bllowing satements nace orerkaf o pageHL86.1 in the aticle.
® The irony of dhalerging <iertifically vaid reseach on he kads d soméhing as fimsy a "mens intuition" apparenty
es@aped him. [midde wlumn first paragiaph]
® In professonal evaluatins d reseech mettodologies .... he aproad taken in cur gudy ha been reognized or a
numler d drergths: the mndom sxmpk, he n-deph training of the nterviewers the hice-b-fae intervews, he onfr
dentiality and arornymity of respndcentsand the ésgn d the questionnaire. [midde column semndpaagraph]
e [n addtion to pre-tesing, the aiesticmnaire itself was sibjededto pofessonal scrutiny. [midde mlumn sendpaagreph]
® The ampk ... onsgstedof a Ist of addreses andomly eleted by canpuer froma list of dl the adlreses n the Gty

of Tororto. [midde mlumn lag paragiph, right-hand olumn, first paragaph]

e This diginguishes aur sudy fom the vastmgority d othe reseech on he bpc, which is based ; non-rancom s

ples d Pecifically ®leted populations d women.

[right-hand ©lumn first paragiaph|

e Staistics fom that typeof reseach canrot be genealized b the larger popubtion becaue of hased smpling nmetiods.

[right-hand ©lumn first paragiaph]

® Sirce respamdentsin our surwey vererandonly leded ..... They sigges somehing abaut the elent d violene in womeis
lives nore geneally. [right-hand ©lumn se@mndparagreph

e Whats more, anly 19 per eentof the digible women contacted by an nterviewer ..... induding husbands, sadl that no ane
at that address vas nterestied n the suvey [right-hand olumn third paragiaph)|

e Of nde, and ontary to the assunpgion that wome who greal to ke interviewed verethose viho had epaienes ¢

abue.... hey dd not fed able to dscus them.

[right-hand o©lumn fourth paragaph]

® The interviewers..... were highly killed women who uncbrwentat least60 hours of rigorous taining on sirvey-reseach
mehads ..... interviewing women on tis painful and gigmdized siljed. [right-hand olumn lag paragiaph]

o \Wonen nterviewed br the suvey vereaska dandardized questins  [right-hand olumn, lag paragiaph|

The wo aticlesEM9357 ad BM9358 reprintedon the rext threesides (pagesHL86.3 © HL86.5) of this HigHight #36
[50% d women repat assaultsandVidene surwey tekes oll on gaff ] provide addtionalinformation on he nattes descibed
by Haskdl and Randall andaise $milar satisticalissus.
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SAMPLIN G and SURVEY SAMPLIN G: The extent of sexual violence in women's lives (cortinued 1)

The Globe and Mail, Novenber 19, 1993, mgesAl, Ad

50% of womenreport assaults

Grourd-breaking Satan sirwey finds volene penasve

BY ALANNA MITCHE LL
Sceial Trends Reporter

More than hdl of Canadan women ha
been phydcally or sxually assauted d least
one in thar adut lives, the nost conpre-
hersive siney eer undetaken d violene
agang women fiows.

Basel on €lephone nteviews with
12,300 women the Saistics Canadasuvey
found assaut of women by mensendemic
that it has lemme the gttistical norm:
Fifty-one per cent sy it has fappene to
them. Naton-wide tha would mean nore
than five million acult women

Ore in 10 said they had keen assauted n
the 12 months béore they were polled. Tha
would be rore than ae million women n
Canada

Nealy one dtack in five (18 per cat) was
violent erouch to injure the woman pys-
cally. Of these 28 per cent necesstated rre-
dical atention.

The figuweswere geetedwith ange. "It
is atsdutdy unacceptlle tha women hee
to live livesof terror — dsdutdy unaccept
alle! said Sunea Thabani, presdentof the
National Action Commiteeon he Satus o
Women the ourtrys largestwomers group.
"This is a ationalcrisis. We reed|[the gov-
ermment to take dea action!

Bob Glosop co-ordnata of programs
and eseeach r the Vaneer Insttute d the
Famly in Ottava, said violene is "so wide-
spreal tha no one @n ary longer try to
dismss his & aphenomewon tha doesrt
touch them. Indeed it is a phenomenn
that is exdemic

In spite of suggestinsthat he etent o
violene gyairst women hgs been exaggera-
ted the sirvey fourd it more pernvadve than
previaus stideson a snalker sale had dne

"This has b force the govenment to ake
this srioudy;’ said GendaSimms presdent
of the Candian Advisay Courctil on te
Staus of Women "We havean gidemicon
our hands and o one wasistenng. People
wer [yirg we were orerdamdizing:

(Speaking D reporters in Vanouver yester
day afterroon, Rime Mnister &an Qirdien
sadl he ould not mommenton the sirey
becausehe hal not been briefed m its @n-
tents)

The women nteviewed vere B yeas axd
olde and mandomy chosen.

They wee a&ked a <ries d questdns

20050820

deggned b dicit whether snce the @e of
16, they had siffered an assaut tha would
be onsderedan dfenceunde the Giminal
Coce. Women who poke reither Engish
nor Frenchwere ot inteviewed.

The surwey ourd women vere nostlikely
to be sssauted ty men hey knen. Almosg
haF (45 per cenf) of those nteviewed sid
they had een sssauted ly dates, toy-
friends, husbands, fiends, amiy menbers
or aher men famiiar to them.

Almosta third (29 pe cen) of those vho
were mariied or had leen mariied reported
beng assauted ly a rushand. (The figure in-
cludes omnon{aw marriage$. Tha would
mean a sigeering 26 million Canadan wo
men hae kee the \ictim of wife assaut.

"It is a tagic portrait of how, for far bo
mary pele, famiies ae psdbly the nost
dargewous place for them b be), Dr. Gos
sopsad.

Violencewasreportedmoreor lessevanly
aqoss &ery sodoemnomic goup ad ae
caegory. Thee was one rarked exception:
Womenagel 18-24 were nore than twce
as Ikely to report violene in the pevious
yea as vere dderwomen — Z per ceat in
the younge group sid they had keen sssauk
ted.

Mary women hd experiencedviolene
morethan acein ther lives. Amog 60 per
cent who sail they had leen ®xwally assauk
ted eported more than me dtack. Sxty-
threeper cent d those asauted ty a husband
or former tusand hal been atacked more
than aice One hird said thee had keen
morethan D atacks

The suney hiovedmarriage was a drger
ousplaae for mary. Ffteen per cent o mar-
ried women sal ther preent ludband hal
attacked them.

Almost haf — 48 per cait — d women
who had keen mariied previaudy had teen
attacked by the mrtrer during the nariiage
Three quaters of those sid they had een
assuted nore than ace and 4L per cent
morethan D tmes

"Mayle this is ofering s a due alboutwhy
marriages are lrealing dowrl’ said Holly
Jomsm, Sascas manaerof the sirey

More than a hird whose ludands had
attacked them had eaedfor their lives Wea-
pons were wsedby 44 per cent o violent
husdands.

Pregnang did not protedc women More

Highlights

e 51 per cent of Canadiin women hae e-
peiencedviolence snce te ae of16.

® 29 pe cent d married or formerly mar-
ried women vere assauted ty thar hudbands.
o Almost 60 pe cent who sa they had
been &xwally assuted vere dtacked more
than ace

e 48 pe cent d those vho hal been mar-
ried pevioudy had keen atacked during mar-
riageby the hudbands.

e \Womenwith violent fathers-n-law were
threetimes nore likely to be asauted than
otherwomen

e 18 rer cet o the dtacks were \olent
enouch to au® physcal injury.

than ae i five (21 per cent) of those dtack-
ed ly a tudand hal been atacked while
pregnant

The surwey dso found tha dcohd played
a huge partin violene. Men hal been drink-
ing before nore than 4 per cant o attacks
Womenwhosehudands drank & leastfour
times a wek ran tiple the tisk of asaut of
thosewhosehus$ands dd not drink. Those
whose hubands dank heavily were at $
times theisk.

Justl4 per cent o al the inddentscaa-
logued ly the siney weae rertedto police.
In only 9 percent did the women eontad a
sccid-senice ageicy Rouchly 22 per cat
of woman who hd been assauted sid they
hadtold no one daut it before the Satscan
questoner asked

The surwey dsodocunentecda gyde o vio-
lene between geneaions. Womenwhose
fathers-in-law were violentwetre three imes
as lkely to be @sauted ly thar husands
as hose whose ftlers-n-law were not vio-
lent The sirey dso found ha 39 percent
of women n violent mariages sad their
childrenhadwitnessd an @saut.

The gatistics led dosevers to all for im-
medateadion from the rewly deded Libe-
ra government

Dr. Smms of the a\visory courtil sad
Mr. Chrétien mustdrmally appoint a nrinis-
ter & womers issies, to # at the cdind
table. Se sail the eslts of the siney
have impications for the depatments
justiee, reath and finance

Ms. Thabani sad the fad tha so w wo-
men &e repring assaut mears tha thee
ought to be targesin the psice system.
Shealso @lled for nore noney to be dgven

(continued weled)



University of Waterl@

to ant-violen@ goups.

"I think we reed b be vay beymd orvincing pele tha the

probem exist$,she sail.

Shela Fnestne, aetay o state for the gatus of women isswed
a datement sging tha the Liberd government § ammmitedto "sak
homes and safdreds' and to fiding olutions to violene.

The suney resits were gatisticaly likely to be acurae within 12
percentge ints tpward or cowrward, 19 imesin 20.

(18 yeas and oved)

Saurce: Shtistics Canaca

HOwW MARRIED WOMEN ARE HURT

Proportion of Canada 9 nillion women who hee everbeen
married or lived commondaw, who reportedassut by a @rtrer

Total violenc" | N 25
Pwshal, gabbed, boved NG -
Threaened [NNNEGGE 0
Siarped IR 157
Threw ®mehing _ 1%
Kicked, kit, hit | A 11%
Beaen p _ 9%
Sexudly assauted _ 8%
chroked [ 7%
Hit with someting [ 6%
Usa gun a knife - 5%
*Figuresdo not ad b 100% becau of multipk rpmses

EM9358: The Globe and Mail, Novenber 19, 1993, mage A

BEHIND THE NUMBERS/ The findngs d abus
weae so pxeting hat someinterviewersburned aut
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DEFINITION
OF VIOLENCE

The surwey definedivlene as an &periene of fhysical or sexual
assaut that is onsstent with legal defiitions d these dfenes and
cauld be atedon ty a police dfica:

Sexal Assault

The suney askedtwo questbns
aboutsewud assaut by men oher
than husbands or omnon-aw
hudands:

1 "Hasa (nak grange, dateor
boyfriend other man known t yoy
eve forced you a atempted b force
you into ary sexual ectivity by thred-
ening you, holding you @éwnor hurt-
ing you in ome vay?"

2. "Hasa fnak drange, dateor
boyfriend other man known t yoy
eve touchedyou agairst yaur will in
ary sexwal way such as iwanted

Wife Assult

Womenwere sskeda sries d ques

tionsaboutwhetter treir huband a

common-law husband hal donecer

tain violentthings Violentadions

caunted nduded trese

o thredenedto ht you with his fig or
arything dsethat wuld hurt you;

o thrown anything at you tha could
hurt you;

e pwshel, gabbel or hovedyou;

o slgped you;

o kicked, bt or hit you with his fig;

o hit you with someting tha could

Violerce sirvey
takes toll on saff

By ALANNA MITCHE LL
Sccial Trends Reporter

NADAS first ndional
suvey @ violene
agang women vas ®

harowing b condwt tha the
30 fmde inteviewers had
weekly ses®ons with a psy-
chdogig during te five nmonths
it went an.

They wee dso saeened by
the psychdogig before they got
the jobs, sad Holly Johnsa,
Stdistics Canadaprojed mana-
gerfor the survey They had b
be dle to kande hgh levek o
stressand dsphy excdlent @p-
ing kills, she sdi

Nevertheless, because of the
large anount of violence repor-
ted some ¢ the nteviewers
burned out ad mary more left

20050820

for otherjobs.

In the sirwey, 12,300randomy
chesen Canadan women wre
teephoned and &ked whether
they had eperienced physical
or exul olene & auts.
The inteviews rarging from 15
minutes to three lours, taok
place ketween February and
Jure dter nore than a ea of
tesing end nsiltations with
womers rights alvocates.

The surwey is the first d its
type n the wald and Canddas
most corprehesive m the aib-
jed.

However it has keen harsly
criticized ly womers groups.
Mary felt that adequde gatistics
were dreaq availabe and tha the
$19-million it costto cary out
the surney $auld have been ent

touching, gabbing, kissng or fonding?"

hurt you;

e beat you up

e chdkedyou;

o thredenedto us or tseda gun @
knife on you;

e forced you into ary sexual acti-
vity when yai dd not want to
by threaening you, holding you
down, or hurting you in some vay

Physica Assault

The suney askedtwo questnsabout
physical asut by men oherthan
husdands or @mnon4aw husands.
1 "Now; I'm going to &k you sme
questions &out physcal dtacksyou
may havehadsirce tre aye of16.
By this | mean ag use d force sich
sud as keinghit, dapped, kcked
or gabbed, 6 beingbeaten, krifed
or dhot Has arhak grange, date
or boyfriend other man known to
you) ever physically atacked you?"
2. "The rextfew quesions ae daut
face to-face theas yas may have
experienced By threds | mean an
time yai havebeen tiredenedwith
physical ham, snce you wee 6.
Hasa (nak grange, dateor boy-
friend other man known to yoy
eve thregenedto ham you? Did
you believe re would do ?"

in the @4 12 months

WHO GETS HURT IN JUST ONE YEAR

Number of women 8 yeas and orerwho haveexperiencedviolence

Total femde  Total women ictimized

Sairce: Shtfistics Canada

popuation (pag 12 months)
Total: 10498000 1016000 D%
Agegroup: 1824 1315000 38000 27
25-34 2,338000 33000 4
35-44 2,256000 $1,000 8
4554 1628000 9,000 6
55 and aver 2,968,000 49000 2
Household income:
Less han #5000 1324,000 6000 B
$15000-$29999 186Q000 bgooo 1
$30000-59999 3580000 32,000 9
$60,000 0 more 2036000 b7000 D
Not staed/Dont know 1,698000 %2,000 8
Education:
Less han ligh school diploma 2747000 207000 8
High <hool diploma 2,805000 260000 9
Some stseonday eduation 3299000 40000 P
University degee 1628000 #8000 9

on telgng victims d violence.

been pent, now will women &

"The tottom ineis, the noney's beieved” Susan Bulli, a law-

(continued)
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SAMPLIN G and SURVEY SAMPLIN G: The extent of sexual violence in women's lives (cortinued 2)

yerwith the Metro Action Com-
mitteeon Rubic Violene ajairst
Womenand Qiildrenin Torontq
sad yesterdga

Activists haee dso spokenout
agang a $O0-million federd
govemmentpané whose eport
on dories of violene ajairst
women vas eleasd in dly.

Womes groups feaed the

Stdscansuvey would produce
evidencethat a lav numbe of

women & a&suted. They
were dso concenedthat the n-
teniews themsdves waild put
women &risk, espedally if they
wer in the ompayy d an
abiserwhen the pone arg.

"Its an extremdy traumatt ex-
peience Do they say: Thanks
for your ime and hag up?" Ms.
Bazilli said.

Almost onequater d the
women sirveyed wio reported

asswuls to he ntewviewer had
nevertold aryone daout them.

But Karen Roges, a snior
anayst who worked o the s
vey said extendve advancetest-
ing indicaed that women di
nat gopea to flok to commnu-
nity-senice organzaionsin dis-
tressafter treir interviews.

Some goups were dso criti-
cal d the siney keaue it dd
not capure dta from women

who do ot eak Fenchor
Emglish. It aso failed to reach
women n Canada North those
who do rot ovn a téephone or
those in shdters for batteed
women

However it is dill consdered
stdisticaly repreentdive d Ca-
nadan women

Stascanwill pubish moredaa
from the survey in March.

The following aticle EM9608 dkak with sibject mdter rdated © tha of the pevious two aticles however, dthoudh fit,
too, has @ oberational Plan it doesnot involve a sinple suney and © ome ¢ the shtisticalissus it raises dffer from
thoseof the previous aticlesin this Hghlight #36.
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Womeris lives sveo

through U.S initiative

Proseutos get resuts with tough new policy on wife batteers

BY HENRY HESS
Crime Reporter

TORONTO — A Sin Deg dty prosea-
tors deteminaion © take wife-bateling as
sefoudy as nurcer is aedted with saving
dozens d womers lives in tha city.

When Cae/ Gwinn cedded in 1988 ha
it wasrt fair to exped victims d spousal
abise b bea primay reponsbility for
bringing ther abuses to jusice, he evdu-
tionized dmestieviolene prosewtons in
SanDieg and kid the burdaion for smi-
lar prograns ecross he Lhited Sates.

After dl,"we go brward on fomidde cases
without victim paricipationi Mr. Gwinrs
assstant, Gaé Strack, said in a lecent inter
view in Toronta "Its no dfferent

Now, the hed o a Meto Toronto ani-
bateing goup i alling on Canadan
pdice anxd Crown proseaitors to karn from
that exanple.

"In the Sates, hee has keen incredble pro-
gressmad, said Vivien Green, m-ordnata
of the Meto Woman Abuse Rotocd Projed.
"They are poseating these casesand
having ged success edudng homiddes.
Her, he gsiem sys:‘Oh, o, no, . It's
nat tha important™”

This pad fall, Ms. Geens goup invited
Ms. Srack, a cepuy city atorney in San
Diegds comestieviolene uwnit, to share rer
experise In svad worksh@s amed a
pdice axd CQown dficials, Ms. Srack
descibed how her dty's dedsion to take a
hard line agans spausal duse haseduced
homiddes attibuted to domestic lene
by 60 per cent.
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For yeas, she sai, 25 b 35 women a

yea died at he hand of thdr partrers in
SanDiem, a prawing metopolis of atout
1.5millionin SoutrernCalfornia.

Even houghCaiforna had adleda chap-
ter o its aiminal @de in 1984 pecifically
outawing Poausal adxaut, pdice and the
caurts were treding it like a taffic violation.
If a woman @mplained of being beaten,
pdice would isste a tcket But dten he
per®n daged dd not show up in @ur,
and h mostcaseshahing happenel.

‘T heyare prosaiting
thes cases and having
grea succes reducing
homicides Here, the
system @ys ‘Oh, no,
no, no. It's not that
important.”

"You practically had b kil a woman n
SanDieg to get aresteti

It was M. Gwinn ad the cae @ the
judgés grlfriend ha turned things aound
shesad.

The @se nvdved a pegnant woman Wwo
hadbeen tady beden, dlegedy by her ive-
in lover a San D@ judge "Shecame nto
our office, and wha she told us \as lorr-
fying. We oot the 91 apes, medical a-
cords her brnand loody dothing:

Mr. Gwinn was aitraged He photayrgph-
ed the womars injuries anddlked b neigh-

baurs, who told ®a histay of domesic vio-
lene. But when he dty atorneys doffice,
which proseaites aiminal c&es in San Di
e, charged tre judge with spousalassut,
it fourd itséf at the @nte of a frestom.

"We issied tte complaint — and all hé
broke loosé Ms. Srack remurted. The
nenvs neda and legal estdblishment #ed
with the judge the vctim vanshel into
Mexico and culd not be fourd.

"So we cedded to go brward without
her on te tags of her dataments @en in
evidencébefore dsappeaing, shesad.

Every judgein the dty disqudified him-
sdf from presding over the tial, so hey
had to bring ;e ait o refrement Ms.
Strack said. He threw aut half the &idence
by ruling thet the pry cauldnt hea the ape
of the wonars 911 @ll or the @idenceof
prior asgwuts.

After a eght-day tial, the ury came
bak it 11-1, with the mejarity favouing a
not-quilty verdct. That was eaughfor the
presding judge, who rot anly dismissedthe
chage hut dso rendeed a dedsion of fact-
ud innoence Ms. Srack said. '"Thafs even
beterthan not gilty”

Mr. Gwinn cedded to figure aut what went
wrong and hav to charge t. Why werert
pdice layirg charge® Why werert dodors
reporing case of sigecteddomest vio-
lene to mlice, & required by Californa law?

Later that yea, he persuaed dty courcil
to form the first unit in the Lhited Sates
dedicéed b proseating case of domestic
violene.

‘At first, when we darted poseating

(continued weled )
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casesve wee logng the!, she sail, © they
chargedtactics.

When tey fourd it imposdble to gt can-
victionsfrom judges,they cedded to try dl
caseddore a pry Gradudly, they started
gettirg 91 tapes and dter sypportng evi-
denceadnitted They asoworkedwith po-
lice to mprove he nvesigaton of smpusal
assuts.

Ore of the nostradcal decisiors was b
proseute even when a ictim refused to
testify or soudht o havechages adopped.

"Thees nothing in law tha says he \ic-
tim must onent to poseaite a lomiade or
robbay" Ms. Srack pointed ait. Why
shaild spousalassut be dfferent?

"Tha was he first thing we greed @ in
SanDieg: to gop aking the qiestdn ‘Do
you really want to poseate!

The dose relatonship with their abiser
puts avful presue m victims d domestic
violene, $ie roted "Ou figuresof the bg
10 yeas sow tha 75 per cent o the tme
the victim will lie, re@nt o disppea”

The key © succesdul proseation is
hare the eidence Ms. Srack told a work-
sh@ at Metro Hall. They leaned trere is a
48-hour windav of opportunity to gather
evidence'before the \ctim darts forgving
and etracting:

"The eidenceis thee. Al you haveto
do s &k the iight questns.

Sheenourages police to nteview para-
medis, bdk for the Hoody towel the victim

ma have usal to dean hewsdf up, get
acessto medical ecord for indicdions of
previais duse and ake fdctures

'As soon & we sarted geting oorvic-
tions things sared rappening, she sail.

The rumbe of charges br pausal duse
more than daibled, from 7000 n 1990 b
15000 n 1994 Ningy-five per cet o
thoseacasea now dead quilty before the
caseeve getsto trial; of those ha do cet
to court, 89 pe cent ae cawicted

Sentencesveage D days n prism, e
sad, hut that is kEssimportant than he
other conditions. "Wha we are aaut is
three yeas poobation and [an ader fr
caungliing. Brerything dseis negotialle”

Expeaiencehasshavn that few of hose
canvictedreoffend. "Thees a \ery low re-
cidvism mte after going throuch a full-
blown jury trial!

A batteers gredest eas she sai, ae
going D jail and keing exposel as a asy
peron. "Mary are Ekyll-and-Hyde types.

"WeTe rot beter tran eeryone dse Ms.
Strak told the worksh@, "but we corit take
no for an ansverand ve just dant give ug.

Sheaddedthat siccess equiresmorethan
just pro-arrest mlicing. ‘Arrest without the
restof it mears nothing:

In Torontq police and Qown dficials
sad it is hard to measte wha is happening
hee aairst San Dég's &perience The
Criminal Code of Canadatreds domest
violene lke avy aher asaut, 0 thee ae

W H. Chery

no keliabe datistics on he number d cha-
ges, the wrviction mte or sntening
patems

(Metro police datistics siggestthat D of
lag yea's 64 tomiddeswetre inkedto do-
mesic violene.)

Ms. Green said that in tracking individual
casesher graup has burd tha too dten
Crown proseutos axd the ourts ke
spousalassut too ghtly.

"Police have mack qains They're lyirg
morechages and ptting those darges fe-
fore the ourtts, hut the wurts aert dealng
with it!

Shesai the bhd of pubicly fundel coun
sdling prograns is dso a majar flaw "We
do hae a gsem whee nostof theseguys
getprobation and judgesorder ©me knd of
caunglling as a ondtion; but there ae rot
nearty encugh spaes to a&comnodatethem,
and povincid cutbadks treden those ha
do eist.

Ms. Green said her goup esimaes thee
are 2,000 aluts on pobaion in Mdro,
onequarter for a @mestieviolene dfence
but aly 118 gaces for goup @ursdling.
There is a buryea waiting list to get into
the aly programin Metro tha getsprovin-
cid fundirg.

"So, judgesare putting them on pobation
and hees no oneqienes

In San Deg, Ms. Srack said, dfendes
hase © pay or their own caunliing.

4 What des the aticle EM9608 eprintedoveleaf a pageHL86.5 and dove indicde exgdicitly or impicitly) about the in-

vesigaton with regard to:
e the tamgetpopuation;
e the aanple;

e the gudy popuation;
e repmsevaiatedy;

o the frame

e the repondent mpuation;

e exgandory variatg9?

@ In light of yourarswes to his questbn and to Quesidbn 1 onthe smndside (page H.86.2) of this Hghlight #86, com -
pare and ®ntast the Fan of the Haskdl and Randall sapie siney and the investigaton in Sa Diegp.
- Comment lriefly on the shtisticalimplicationsof both invesigatonshaving obrvational Plars.

Supmseyou were to be enployed & datisticaladvisor to the Metio Woman Abuse Rotocd Projed; your tas is to asgst

with invesigatirg the bsensfor Metro tha can ke leaned fom the wak in San Deg. Qutine key mattes you would

recanmend or initial congderation.

® What darifications if any, ebout mattes raisedin the aticle EM9608 eprintedovaleaf s pageHL86.5 and dove
would you ek from Ms. Sack? Explan briefly.

This SatisticalHighlight #86 is dso Figure 22b in the STAT 332 Caurse Materals.
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