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MEA SURING: The war over ‘who is poor’

The firgt two articlesEM9328 ad BM0302 eprintedin this Hghlight #44 o pages HL441 to HL44.3descibe Bsies @
measuring — here, measting povety — relkevantto meguementerror, whichwe identify as eme surce d limitationson (eta-
based Answes to Questbns— for exanple, £e SatisticalHighight #38. The five aticlesEM9805 b EM9809 which follow
on pages HL44.3to HL447 provide aldtional ilustraive catafrom the D96 Ganadan @rsws; thesedaa emind us 6 the
usdulness d popuation attibutes tha are averagjes(@ndmedars) & Answvers to Questns.

The Financial Pog, August 4, 1993,
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The war over ‘who iIs pod’

This is the scond artide in a three-part
sies that looks at how datigtical informa-
tion is used by interest groups and govern-
ments.

By Philip Mathies
Finandal Past
n acrimonious batle is beingwaged
A beween Conenative arfiamentai-
ars and ant-poverty adivists for the
right to dedde which Candiars are oor.
The fighting reveals a nindfield of "poverty”

ddinitions— any ane d whichcould exdode
in the face of a goup tha embraces it.

The 'who is poor" war dso involves lig
financialstales — the 35 hllion of pubic
money pent evety yea on welfare.

A new povety definition ould ease ©
increse pesue b Pend d a tme when
Canada joint feder&provindal debt is $650
billion and its anualdeficit is $60 hllion.

The povaty fight is cented on three @fi-
nitions:

e The andent ddinition of pvety, which
is "the lad of any item required to maintan
long-term physical well-band: The mor
hae 9 little they suffer dronic bad heath.

The rumber of Canadars living in povaty
would drop © abaut 3% of the total ppu-
lation urder this definition, accordng to
someestimates. It would eneble Canadars
to ompae aarady thar sodety with
Africa a Eagern Euope, whee tis nea-
sue end to be sed

This gandad is proposel by Christgoher
Salo, economics professorat Nipissng Uni-
versity, North Bay, Ont.

e A standad that defines vha a Canadan
need to fve in dignity amongstotherCana-
diars.

The Comnons stboommiteeon povaty
— headedby Conenatve MP Barbara
Greene — eommend a nenu ¢ "basic
need" items be ceded.

It would indude food, $idter and ¢othing,
realing mateial, the aility to gve to others
(clasgfied as 'tdigion/chaity”) and some elet-
tanment induding calde TV, whichthe com-
mitteesad is rot "an nreagnalte experse

e Low Income Gitoffs, a st d numbers
from Satistics Canadawhichmeaste a bw
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level of income rdative b the Candian
aveage

LICOs wurt the number d Canadars
who ae olliged to gpend o ther food,
clothing and sdter 20% more of thdr in-
comethan the weragje Ganadan

By this gandad, 10% b 15% d Canadi
ars ae "poor" Activists pefer this "poverty
lin€, but LICOs ae riddled wth inconss-
tendes and $asCan hdsts they b not
measte pvaty.

However LICOs ae ow widdy usedby
the meda and some &y federddepatments
to ddine povetty.

The "Who is Poar?" Haze was gnited bg
yea by Poverty in Canada, a bodk written
by Sao and pubished ty the FaserlInsi-
tute d Vanouwer

"Estimates of the exttent o povety in Can-
ach ae gosyy exaggeated Sardo wrote.
"Poverty, & it has keen tradtionaly under
stood, has keen virtudly diminaied ..."

The anti-poverty lobby was eragel.

The definition of
poverty would provide
a dable standard that
remained unchangel

yea by yea

"Charging the déinition of pvety worit
chamge te fd tha babes tornto parents
who live unde the eisting povety line
hare wice the chanceof dying as aher
babies n Canada said a pokesvoman br
End Legidated Povety, a @altion of BC.
sacid groups.

The isste beame vcioudy political. "Sup-
porters of the FaserlInsttute .... havea \es-
ted nteest n downplaying povety..... © they
can leg ther tax lreak$charged tre federa
NDP5s adal pdicy critic, Chris Axworthy,

The Comnonspoverty subcommitteebe-
ganits own exaningion kg yea. "Pdicies
deggned b diminaie poverty can aly suc-
ceed fiwe havethe mears by whichto iden-
tify the por...." the @mmiteededared

"The déinition of poverty has mplications
for all government pogrars, Greene bld The

Financial Post. A tighter cefinition "would tell
us nore predsdy wha commnuniies hae
pemle with inadequde welfare mates ...."

The availabe funds could then te targeed
to real pvety, she sail.

The commitee called & witnesse two
accdemics,eight federa officials, the drec
tor of a Montealant-poverty ageny and a
leading U S government satistician

The ommiteds poverty definition — aded
in June— would provide a $able sandad that
remahedunchagedyea by yea (only prices
of the esentials on the menu wold vary).

Salo’s cefinition is ninimalst and univer
sal Greeés goproacth todk Canada high
living gandads into acoourt. Her ommi-
tee dew the pvety line at he int whee
Canadirs could fed poor in the mist of
comforteble Canadars.

Anti-poverty adivists want Canada tan-
tinueusng LICOs whicharosein the B70s
almostby acddent

To st LICOs SasCan déermines how
mud dl Canalian fimiies end o food,
shdter and dothing, nmost recaitly on the
basis of 1986 nformation (Answer about
3% of gross ncome)

CalcuatingLICOs then eliesupon 'a fancy
arcane econometric mettodology;' said Micheel
Wolfsan, dredor-gened of StatsCais analy-
tical studesbranch

Wolfson summred p the eslt this way:
‘Any famiy whose hoome & belowthe leve
at which famiies tend to pend 2 percen-
tege mints nore [that is 58% d gross n-
comé on thesethreeesseridls is said to be
a ‘low incomeéfamiy:

The rumber of pele in uch famiies was
4.2million in 1991, whichrepreeents % d all
Canadars, Wolfson said. SatsCan dsavows
LICOs & a pvety measte keau® they
hare mary fauts

® LICOs mix up the an@ntconcept o po-
verty — a fortage of kasc necessties — vith
the political coneptof incomeinequdity.
"When ya realy dart to look at low —
rative © ather pegple — asignificant part
of our popuation is ving, that @an ke ca-
aderized properly as a pvety levd claims
Pdaer Qutterbud, exeaitive diredor of the
Sccid Planmning Gourcil of Metro Toronto

"We e hequdity dl overthe dace' Sar-

(continued overleaf)
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lo refdies. 'We have movie gars who ae
mudh better looking than nostof the rest b
us The nequditieswe e n terns of in-
teligence..... ae quite darting. Whaose pb
is it to redify those hing®"

e LICOs aly measwe pending an food,
shédter and dothing. "We ae well awae d
the limitations of this mncept of ..... baic
necesties, Wolfsm said. '{We hae pin-
ted out tlat it leavesoutsud things & basc
trangortation, basc comnunicatbon ad
otherthings'

e LICOs nake no @justmentfor spending
by the weathy on fur cods €lothing), caviar
(food), restairant meas and perhaps a vaa-
tion Fome ghédter), or an expersive mndomi
nium. Yetary famiy tha falls to a int be-
low this inflatedaverage is onsderedpoa.

e Standads of iving in dfferent bcations
are ignaed "Somévody with a $30,000 -
comein Montealis beter df than sme-
body in Torontd' becau® d the higher mst
of living hee, Geee sid.

StasCan dfferenfates LICOs ly sze o
city of resdene hut makes ro dfference
for standads d living between dties @ the
same ge.

Wolfson takes the pposte tack o Greene:
"We have been citicized for making bo

mud dlowane for living in dfferent @arts
of the ourtry/" he sid.

e Non-cad bendits, suh as sbsiized
houdng end bus psss for the dderly are
na fully acoourted br in SasCais calcu-
lations. This anomaly understtes income
for somépoor” famiies.

® Busness bsse ae induded n income
calclations. A persm with a high sabry
and a fgher bisinessloss is murted &
having negatve income Savingsfrom pre-
vious pdfits are ignaed

e Stdents wth no income living m
govemmentloans ad sipported by their
parentscan ke induded anang the 'poor.”

"The LCOs havetakenon a leavier roe
than hey were aiginally intendedto have
[assacid indicdors]; Wolfsan said.

Stdistics Canadais acausal by ome d
winking at his widespeal miswse ¢ its
numbers. Wlfsan said the @eny is anly
sufering fdigue.

"Thee was a priod d time in the ealy
to mid-80s when ve were fairly aggress/e
in writing leters © the alitor panting out
that rewspapr aticleshadmistalerly iden-
tified the LICOs & povety lines, he tld
The Post

"But that activity has vanel subgantially

The Globe and Mail, May 27, 2003, mjagesAl, A6

New yardstick placesmore pe@le in powverty
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in the be number of yeas. Thees mly 0
mud enegy e @n deote to orreding”
the problem.

The kiggest poblem with LICOs for any
goremmentis a plitical cne —'poverty"is
uriikely to be eer eiminaed tec@us the
LICO povetty line just rises with aveage
income

"When the deadeopena [in 1980, the
ovadl indvidual povaty rate wasi15.3%,
sad the NationalWelfae Courtil. "In 1990
..... t was 4.69%4'

Yet the income ¢ avergge Ganadars and
“the poor" has isen in tha period.

The oourtil advises the miisterof heath
and velfare. It admitsthat "Stdistics Canada
..... es ot promote [LICOY as povaty
lines But the courcil useshem ayway

The United Nationsalso reenty embraced
LICOs & a pvaty measte — athe uging
of Canadan ®dal adivists — and endenned
Canaddor making "no neasteble progres$
in dleviating povety overthe lad decac.

ButLICO-defined pvety is hard to mmbat.

"No nationalday-cae programwould chamge
these stdistics, Greame sid. No national
school-lunchprogram waild charge ham .....
But all theseprogranms ae keingsdd as ways
to diminake povety:

Daa reval Vanouwer & Canada costiest aty

BY MARGARET PHILP
SOQAL POLICY REPCRTER

Ottava will urvel a new neaswe bday
shaving tha one n dght pele in Canada
livesin povety, a atehigher than Satistics
Canada previous catuations.

Five yeas in the waks, the Muket Bas
ket Measue has leame the hird yardsick
of low income h Canada It is the first to
break devn povety rates by geayrephy,
taking into acoourt tha peagole living in big
cities, vith lofty rents and st prices, ae
worse df than hose with the same hcomes
in a snalltown in Saskatbewan

Calcdated sing the rew neaste, 131
pe cent d Canadars — dmog four million
— ae poor.

Unde Sascas Low-Inoome Qut-Off, a
conplicated and nuch-malgned @lcuation
of low income deised bur decadesgoand
long treded & the wndficial poverty line,
109 per ceit d Canadars ae poor after
taxes

Expectedto be lessbdfling for Canadi
ars, the Market Baské Measwe slows the
number d Canadars unable to dford a o©l-
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Percentge of fimiies tha fall
bdow the rew ‘market basket
threshdils.

NFLD.
B.C.
N.S.
PEI
SASK.
N.B.
MAN.
QUE.
ALTA.
ONT.

23.4%
20%

ledion of gods — bod, dothing, dhdter,
trangortation and sundies sich as ele-
phonesewice and postgestanps — ha the
federd govanment ha st & the mhimum

standad for cecent living in Canada

: The rew povaty lines ae certan to pace
provindal welfare rates, which are far lower
than the pice d the narket basketin every
province in a freshlight.

The provinces had pwsha for a bwer
benchnark than the IICO t measte the
impad of the National Child Berefit pro-
gramintroducedat the sameirne to reduce
child poverty. But the resilting Market
Baske Measwe, with its higher povety
rates in dmog every province, will provide
powerful amnuniion or antpovety act-
vists, who hge long deaied ®dal asss-
tancerates across he ourtry as $ingy.

The Market Baske Measte pegsVanmu-
ver as @nada most expersive dty, with
the basket of goods =ting the tireshdd for
poverty & $27800 br a famiy of four
Close on is hels is Torontqg whee te
ingredents of the kaket cost$27300 In
Cabary, the Ine wasdrawn at $£4,180; in
Edmonton, it stands & $23571 In S.
Jom's, the sameafniy would be ©nsdered
poa if its dsposdle income flls below the
$24,000 ostof the marketbasket

(continued)
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MEA SURING: New yardstick places more people in poverty (cortinued 1)

The measte codders pe@le to be ow-
income whenher incomes afer taes,child
sipport, dayare, @ymoll dedidions and aut-
of-podket medical experses dips dort of
the mstof goods as piced wlere they live.

The market basketis a Ist of remakaly
spedfic items picedin 48 dfferent @rs o
the courtry, Food ndudes the onents 6
an aerge gocery cat, such a sravbeary
jam and vatiia ice geam Clothes ae
caunied wn to the nmber d pairs o
undewea and s Pr each child. Trans-
portation includes the ost of bus and @
faresfor city dwellers, and lhe @stof ope-
ating a fwveyea-old Chew Cavaier for
thosein the ourtry.

Across he ourtry, the meaue slows
169 per cent of pegple inderl8 b be o,
far higher tran te 2.6 pe cent who & co-
sicered o after takesunde LICO. And
it finds that 39.5 pe cent d famiies led ty
singe nothes ae poor, while the @e-old
Stascanmeaste @lcuates an atrtax rate
of 33.9 per cent.

The Gobe and Mail, May 13, 1998,

Newfoundand and Labradr is the po-
vince with tle gedest poportion of poor
pemle, wth 234 pe cent d then unable
to aford the basket of goods. Ritish
Cdumbia Pllows with a low-inoome ate
of 20 per ceat. Ontaio, with 11 per cent o
the popuation surviving an incomes alling
bdow the treshold is the povince wih
the lowestproportion of poar peole.

But morethan just the ateof low-income
dwellers, the ew measte dso shavs the
depth of povaty among those who fall
shat of the hireshdd.

While Albertafollowed Ortario as fome
to the éwest por pele, he melian n-
comeof those who were poor was B per
cent below the provincid povety line,
reveaing degpe poveaty than n mostother
provinces (The medan inome & the mint
at which haf of inoomes & higher and haf
are lowej.

No aher @urtry usesa yamdstck of po-
verty such as he LICO, consdered a rela-
tive measte ha regads as bw-income a

[age A

famiy tha spends a dsproportonate shae
of its ncome a food, dothing and sdter
conpared with aher Canadars, dawing a
somevhat abitrary povety line at he mint
whele famiies pend 64 per cat o their
incomes o theseneceasties

Constanty climbing with inflation, it has
long been aiticized ty conenativesas &-
ageerding Canada problem d povety.
Others dsmiss t for lumpirg dl Canalian
cities tgeher ignaing he huge mpact on
incomes 6the dfferent ostsof living.

Its dher measwe d low income — 6r
yeas, the @eny has @oided delaring any-
one'poa" —is called tre Low-Income Mea-
sue, which sds the hreshdd for povaty a
haf of Canadiars’ medan inome and 3
widdy usedfor interrationalconparisons

Unlike its prececesrs, the Maket Bas
ket Measue is nore of an &sdute measte
of poverty, the first to egad povety as he
inabilty to pay for goceres, bod, ent and
trangt fares, ratrer than epresing it as
relative © the briunes of aher Canadars.

Toronto loses bp datus
as ncones Aall, poverty rises

BY JANE ARMSTRONG
The Gobe and Mail

TORONTO — Ganada lamgestcity has ait-
peformed eery munidpdity in the @urtry
in a rew gowth industly — the podudion
of low-income haisénolds — rew figures shav.

Toronto experiencedthe lamgestjump in
the percentage of esdentswho end nore
than 547 per cent o thdar inoomes o food,
clothing and ddter, acoordng to Satistics
Canada

In 199Q 15 per cet d househlls were
classfied as bw-income By 1995 tha fig-
ure had pmped b 211 per cent.

Worse the eonomic fortunes of Toronto
famiies as a vade dedined ly 10 per cent
beween 1990 and 095 the higestsud de-
creasen Canada In199Q the aerage -
mily inoome vas #1180 By 1995 the
totalinoome dopped to $64,044

Despite the increasen low-income &mk
lies, Torontoranked ®mnd behind Ottava-
Hull in a nmeaswement ¢ famiy incomes
aaoss he ourtry. The aerage ircomein
Ottawa-Hull was $4,243 in 1995.

The reslts came a a $iock o mary of
Torontds mostexperiencedsccid workers —
mary of whom brg have harboured suspi-
ciors tha the eonomic remvey has nd

trickled to every finandal cless The rew
daa, which conpared Canadan hcomes
in 1990 b those n 1995 confimedthis fea.

"This is wha a dereguarized economy
looks like, said Andy Mitchell, a program
diredor with the Comrmunity Sodal Plan-
ning Courcil of Toronto "The eonamy is
grawing, but © is povety!'

The datistics dso confirm wha mary
pemle have feaed tha full-time jobs are
losng aut to part-ime work. The cersus
shavedthat full-time jobsdeceased5.6 per
cent from 1990 b 1995 and the nmber o
pedle with part-time jobsjumped 5 per cat.

The aticle EM8909 dove s reprintedon this mgeHL44.3 for mrvenencein the brmatting of this Highlight #44,
ingead d after EM89040n pageHL44.7 whee its @nient nore raturdly belong.
The dffering dates across he gven aticlesreprintedin this Hghight #44, from EM9328 ; August4, 1993 to May 27,
2003 may aoourt, & leastin part, for differencesin detdl; for exanple, pecentgesof 58 in EM9328 br 1986 547 in
EM9809 h 1996 and & in EM0302 (indagd but psdbly 200] for the proportion of gross hcome gent an food, idter and
clothing, whichis usedas one dtetion for beéng dasdied as ‘poor:"

20030420
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pt poarer In 90s

Sweepng Satscansuvey fows just hav hard, low long the lecesson hit across ration

BY JANE GADD
The Gobe and Mail

TORONTO - I youre feding pooret its probebly becaus

you are.

Figuresfrom the D96 rational censts nfim wha mary
Canadars havesudy sugpectedas hey sort through piled-
up hlls or \sit the cah mahine yet agan: between 1990

and D95 thar incomes éll aaoss he oard.

The recesson of the ealy 1990s viped ait
the economic gains d the hedy dghties,
and by1995 inoomes hd been chopped ty
6 per cent from 1990.

The rationalaveage percagta income @
$2519% in 1995 was dmod identcal to ha
in 1985.

"This is pobably the first potracted
peiod d income deline snce the D30%
Jom McCallum, chief economist for the
Royal Bark of Canadasaid yesterda

Few Canadars were untauchedby the eo-
nomic deeline. Incomes ¢&ll for all age goups,
bath gendes, n dl cities lut wo, and every
type d famiy unit, Satistics Canadarepor-
ted yesterda Having a1 eduation eased
but dd not Hock the econamic How.

The reasnsare no nysery

The vigorous dtackson inflation and di-
cits by @vernments, aing with widegpread
comporae restuduring, were expeded b hit
Canadars in the wallet

"The kad rews is ba theseadusiments
ledto poar employmentand nhcome geror-
man&, Mr. McCallum sid. "The good
nens is ha the aljustmentis now largely
conplete... © we @n bdk to rising per
capita incomes fom here on n'

Others e pedous lttle good rews in he
latest fgures, which ae alcdated n oon-
stantl995 dbllars.

"The whde dory is bad rews vith only
the occasonal dimmef' said Susan MDa-
niel, a ©dology professor at the Lhiversity
of Alberta

The waveof babyboamers enteing their
highestearring yeas nased the sveity
of falling incomes, she i

Although women nace sme hroadsinto
the 25 hghestpaid occupdions they ill ova-
whelmingly dominae the 25 bwestpaid jobs

Beaue of thar detaled beakdavn an geo-
grgphic areas and popuation goups such a&s
immigrants and igible minorities, the ersus
figures offer geder indght than the usd
income eports as to vo is nostaffeded.

Foringance while averaye arrings &ll for

2003-04-20

Going down

Average famiy income dopped in the first hdlof the deade

1980 1985 090 095

Hushand-wife famiies

Note: In congant 1995 dllars.

Femak lonepaent imiies

$5946 $H5957 $6,053 $58/63

21,310 6,679
Source: Satigtics Canada

2%652 27721
The Globe and Mail

all age goups overthe fiveyea period, he
yourgestsuffered the geedest dop— 20 per
cent for Canadars ayedbeween 15 and 24.

While avergye arrings €ll in dl eduation
cdegotlies,the segest deline — 82 per cent
— was br peqple with les than a Gace 9
eduation

And while wo-parentfamiies lost about
4 per cet n averge lonepaent timiies
log 8 per cent.

The ersws dataalso stow, for the first
time, how far behird are pegple in visble-
minority and daoriginal groups.

About10 per cent o the 5 million peqle
recé/ing py deques in 1995 were menrbers
of visble minorities Ther average ircome
was $22,498 abaut 15 per cent below the
ndionalaveage, Sascanreports.

The dsaepancy for Canadan-born mem-
bers @ visble minorities 5§ e/enmorestak:
they earnon aerge 3 per cet lessthan
Canadars in gened, dthoudh this is due in
large part to ther yourger aveage @e
(neary 45 per cent in this goup weae wnder
the age of 5, mmparedwith 18 per cent for
other Canadinborn earrers).

Aboriginal peple earn34 pe cent kelow
the retionalaveage "There was a pecbmi-
nanceof part-yea, or part-ime, work anong
aboriginal peqole, the Satscanreport nates.

They ae rot abne Althoudh job aedion
haspickedup shcel995 mostnew postions
are part-ime, low-paid and dten emprary.

"During the b 15 yeas weve sea a na-
jor restucturing in the Candian eonomy;"
sad Kevin Leg of the Candian Gurril on
Scacid Devdopment "Some ele ae ding
quite well in the hgh-technology and hus-
ness setas. But pele ot able to break
into thesesedors ae ing worse They're
having to stle for low-payirg, part-ime jobs
with ro bendits!

Ancther trend fnpanted ty the @rsus
report is tha dightly lessincome & from
emplymentand $ghtly more from pen-
sians, sccid programs and investments

In199575 cents & every dollar ame fom
wages sahriesor ®lf-employment;14 ents
came fom govanments and 1L cents fom
investnents o persins

In199Q 78 cents camerém pay heques.
In 1970, it was & cents

Betveen 1990 and 1995 the percentage of
men waking full time £ll to 56 per cent
from 58; for women the numbers fell to 43
pe cent fom 44.

Men sawv ther incomes dop7.6 per cent,
while womers dropped 2 per cent. But, on
avaage, men sil ean dmod doubk wha
women ean — $1117 omparedwith $9208.

In its lrealdown o cities &ross he ourtry,
urban noomes vere cown evaywhere except
Victoria and Windsor Ont. Ottawa-Hull sup-
plantedToronto as he richest ity in 1995,
with an avergye Bamiy income d $64,243.
Torontowasseondwith $4,044 followed
by Cabary with $63586 ard Windsor with
$62,244

The fip dde of the hoome fguresis urban
poverty.

The Canadan Gurcil on $aal Develop-
ment ha gplied the Sascandaa and mme
up with a rarking d cities &oording to how
mary of thar inhabiants ve bdow Stats-
cars low inoome cuoffs, whichare genedly
aceped & the pvaty line.

The oourtils figures shw an ncreamg
number d pele living in povety in evety
meropolitan aea Quebec has bur of the
five poaestcities h Canadaand Torontois
the sxth-poaest

In Montreal more than me{ifth o famk
lies (22.6 pe cen) recéve less than the dw-
income cuoff. In Trois-Rivieres,Chicouimi-
Jorquiere and Quebec Gty the pvety rates
are between 18.6 and B.9 per caat. Vanmou-
verties Quicouimi-Jonguiere & 187 and To-
ronto fesQuebec Gty &t 18.6.

Mog disturking for Torontonias, perhaps,
is tha the dty roseto sxth dace n the uban-
povetty rarkingsin 1995 up from 15th pace
in 1990.

(continued)
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MEA SURING: Woman climbing wage ladder (cortinued 2)

EM9806. The Globe and Mail, May 13, 1998, mage M

Women cimbing
wage hdder

Despate gainirg foatholds at bp, they ill
ocaupy realy 70 per cent of bottom+ung jobs

BY MARGARET PHILP
Sceial Policy Reporter
TORONTO — At the Dronto District School Board, the pindpds
have sopped dandng.

Not so brg ago, when the snior public-school administratos got
togeterfor their amualfall conference the lit of men and women
wasalmosteven, © the pindpas would hold a dnnerdance

No lorger After women saried tpping the kalanceas Bronto
school prindpds in the ealy 1990s thee was a sdden $ortege of
dancemak partrers.

"Thee were so nary more women than mentahe onferences,
we weert having cancesary morée, says Brya Serioff, prindpd
for the pag sx yeas d Ossngton-Old Orchad Pubic Schal.
"The mor guys would havetheir feet dancedoff."

The nmovement d women into pindpds offices in Toronto ap-
pears® be @rtof a bgge shift taking rold acoss Gnada

Accordng to 1996 @rsws chta rdessed yeserday by Satistics
Canadamore women pined the rarks d the 5 highestpaid pro-
fessions ketween 1990 and 995 and mde school

Highlights

Almost all Canadians have taken an economic hit,
according to the 1996 national census.

e Incomesf Canadars fell 6 per cent between 1990 and
1995 wiping aut the gains d the bte1980s boon.

e Average arrings Ell for all egesand evés of eduation,
but the youngst were hardest lit.

e Simgle parentsincomes éll, on areraye, by 8 per cent.

e The arerge ircomefor men dopped 78 pe cent, for
women 2 gr ceit.

o City-dwellers everywhere except Victoria and Windsor
Ont, havelogt income Torontohadthe gegest dide, with
its resdentslO pe-cent poorerthan n199Q Torontowas
also dsplaced ty Ottava-Hull as the dty with the hghest
avaage ircomein 1995.

e Sixteen per cent o Canadan fimiies ae Iving in pova-
ty, as efired ty Statscals low-inoome cuioffs, ompared
with 13 per ent in 1990.

e Incomedor mambers of \isible mnorities ae 5 per
cent belowthe rationalaveage. For thosebarn in Canada
income s -pa-cent lowerthan the geraye, mainly be-
causethey ae younge

e Aboriginal peples inoomes & 34 per cant lowerthan
the Canadan aerage, mosty becaus fewer work at full-
time pbs

e Only 75 cents & every inoome ddiar omes fom em-
ployment down from 78 cents n 1990 and & cents n 1970.
The rest comesrdm persians,emplgymentinsurance

prindpds and bwyers led the charge.

While women hél 17 per cent o the pbs wth
the fattest pay cheques & the kegiming d the
decadethey floded into all 25 top pofesions
ove the @d few yeas, from dodors and profes
soss to plots and @mmssoned mlice dficers,
filling 22 per cent o those pbs o aerae ty
1995.

At the sameirne, women ontinuel in 1995 b
dominde the lowestpaying profesions n equd
numbers & 199Q holding 8 per ceit o jobs
that include rannes, gwirg-machine operaors,
and edy-childhood eluatas.

Even with 60 pe cent d classooms led ty
female teaches, the dmnistrdive dfices in
Toronto schools were male bagionsas ecently
as D90 when realy four out of five prindpds
were men By 1997 62 per cenit o the 20
elemerdry-<hool prindpds with the Toronto
boad were women — a ouch matc with the
proportion of femde teaches on saff.

With a slary of $85000 a ea (at the hgh end
for a Torontoprindpd) Ms. Serioff consders rer
sdf a bamgain A normal wak week runs at
lesst 30 hours, rot induding the usid rourd of
evaning nedings

The cersws datashav thee were nore feméde
prindpds and <£hool administratos in 1995 han

sccid assstance tax bendits and nvestments - Qaff

Feeling poarer? Youre right
Censts figures(in congant 1995 dbllarg show incomes éll
Top 10 higheg and loweg paying ocaupations
10 higheg paying occupations Men  Women
Judyes $18790 H17707
Spedalist physicians B7d9 8,086
Generapracttiones and family physciars 16750 8,582
Dentists 109187 7,37
Senor mangers:

o Goods produdion, utilities, tangportation and mngrudion 0291 B463

e Finandal, commuricaionscarriers and oherbusinesssewrices D475 7,270

e Trace, hroadcasing and ohersewices 8,237 48651
Lawyers and Quebec notaries § B3 @930
Primary produdion manaeis @cept ayricuture 78421 48479
Secuities gentsjnvestent dears and rades NPV 4,33
10 lowest paying ocaupations
Sewing-machine operdors $0664 47340
Cadiers 20,%7 BI77
Ironing, pressingand fiishing operaions 19297 /499
Artisars and aaftperons 20555 B55
Bartendes B899 1940
Harvesing laboures B683 1465
Sevwice dtendants 6,520 14,947
Food-snice caunter dtendants andood pepaers 7912 14681
Food and keveage ®ners B1%2 13861
Babysitters, namies and prentshelpers 5106 1,662

eve before — 8300, a surge from 5305 in 1990.
Their aveage slariesrose fom $57779 b $60,-
394(in 1995 dllary. Mearwhile, he nunber d
mak alministratos dipped to 14,310 from 14,700;
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their incomes ¢ll, too, to an aerage of
$66,837 fom 19905 $67,087.

Jom Gartey, ssnior reseech anajstwith
Stdscais cersus inoome shtistics dvisian,

swggests the isein both involvementand
incomes & women n the nost lucrative
profesgons gpeas © be a raturd evolu-
ution as tigh-paid, long-sering men sart

(continued overleaf )
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to refre and women bgn dimbing the n-
comeladder

At the tottom end 6the pbs,anong the
low-paid hairstyists,farm workers, and cgh-
iers, D-yea-old Claire Yao $ands behird the
cah regster @ Baroli Caffé in Torontcs Ea-
ton Cente, linging in goumet coffee ad %
sandaviches or shoppers.

Sheworks 3 hours a week for $7 an hour
@15 ents doe Ontaios minimum wage,
with o bendits.

"Its hard to find wak. Thees rothing out
thee. I's cepressing,actually,’ says Ms. Yao,
who lives with her parentsand gars to le-
turn o school in Sepenbe at McGill Uni-
versity. "And wha I'm doing is prety demo
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ralizing work'

Accordng to the @rsus, Ms. Yads job &
a food-enice caunter dtendant § the tird
lowestpayirg in Canada providing an aer
agesahry of $15487 ayea in 1995.

Of the 3 ocaupdionsat the ottom d the
sale, women domige dl but five. Thee
are 1,670 women waking in jobs lke Ms.
Yaos, @mpared with 5550 nmen ding <.
And while the women race an aerage of
$1468L a yea, the men tok home $7912.

"Theseare increagly becoming te pbs
that peaple take, said Paul Clifford, presdent
of a rontolocal with the Hotd Employees
and Restarrant Employees Union.

ege A

Windsor familiesricher,
buck nationd trend

BY HENRY HESS
The Globe and Mail

Windsor oncean eonomic baket case is
rebaundirg with a vergeane, fguesrdea
sedyeserday by Statistics Canadashav.

The gitty, souttwesernOntario industial
centre, krown for aubnohiles and gnbling,
was the aly majar city in Canadawhere
the aerge aimly had dgnificanly more
maney to pend in 1995 han n 1990.

"We're an ovemight success — fter D yeas
of brutally hard work! Roman Dzus, deuty
development @mmisoner for WIndsorEs-
s, sail in an nteview

Accordng to the @rsus, famiy inoome n
Windsor grew by dmog 5 per cent from
1990 1 1995.

Of Canada 25 higgest dties, mly Wind-

sorand \ctoria, whee the ncreasevas0.8
pe cent showedary increasen famiy in-
comes

In Victoria, famiy incomes vere maintaned
by the @y's main employer, the povincid
govemment

David Baxer of the \anmuwerbased
Urban FRuturesinsitute, said yesterdga tha
from 1991 to 1996 provincid employees’ in-
comeincreased 21 per cat — 5 per cat
morethan pubic-sedor wages.

The gowth in Windsor purred by $7-bil-
lion in captal investmentsby the By Three
aubmalers and he B94 @ening d the
Windsor Cadno, left the gty with Canada
fourth-highest eanings n 1995 - &
$62,244and todng on the bades: Ota-
wa-Hul ($64243, Toronto ($64049 and

Education makes te dfference
Average arrings by ge and eduation in ondant 1995 dllars

1524 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ TOTAL
Total —1990 D212 6,59 B,855 35,8 3,249 2A742 2710
Lesshangadke9 9005 7,273 2661 24138 23092 5547 2100
Gracks 913 715 21936 26015 8173 26047 19086 D933
Graces 913% 11136 24055 28627 4,347 D,I® 21406 23655
Less han miversity degee 1,776 26,683 33021 35527 32571 21936 27257
University degee BO4 34462 300 60640 60,067 4960 44658
Total —1995 8199 24,689 32155 35,317 0,448 20446 26,44
Lesshangace9 8178 16197 19416 2,42 2442 B696 D377
Grackes 913 5498 2000l 24662 26/ 24,301 77089 B639
Graces 9137 8938 22163 27006 2M34 2698 191D 22,846
Less han miversity degee 9318 24,258 3039 33827 3(r06 19936 25838
University degee DBEl 3,002 4840 55614 54,59 3,334 42,054
*withoutdegee  ** with degee Source: Qatigtics Canada The Globe and Mail
20030420

W H. Chery

Windsor, Victoria bucked
the trend

Average ircomein congant 1995 dllars
for1990 and ©95

Average Incorme ($)
1990 1995

%
change

St ohn's

Chcouimi-
_Jorquere /87 46656 -81

St Catlerines-
Niagaa

Victoria

Life below the poverty line

The gened dedine in inoomes letween
1990 and 995 estltedin an increase
in the nadene of low income

Economic Unattached
family below individuals
the poverty below the
line poverty line
40% 42%
18/

13%

1 1990

While the number d all famiies increase
6% during 9901995 the number d low-
income imiies increase 32% In 1995,
12%of hushan-and wife famiies were
bdow the pvety line, up 9% w@er1990.

Lone-parent Lone-parent
familiesheaded familiesheaded
by womenin by men in
low-income low-income
situation situation
44 A%

24%

1806

190 1995

1990 1995

(continued)
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MEA SURING: Minorities don't share in Canadds boom (cortinued 3

Cabary ($63586).

That is a &r ay from 1990 when Wind-
sor langushed far cown in the @d, with
little rea®n for ogimism. The auto industry,
long the burdaion of ts eeonomy, was h
the dbldrums Parts dantswere dosng d-
mostdaiy, pushing unenploymento amost
recordlevels. The aeraye amiy income &
sighlly more than %9000 (neasted in
1995 dbllarg lagged far bénind othercities

Stdscananayst Joim Garfey sad part of
the explandion for Windsoss recent advance

is higorical.

Elsevhele, D90 makedthe rebourd from
the recesson of the ealy 1980s but Windsok
recovery was fow. While aher Ontaio
cities psed dubk-digit increases famiy
income Windsor lagged at 4 ger cent. Its
rank anong Canadan dties $ipped to 1lth
in 199Q from 8th in 1985.

Then hings urred aound Mr. Gartey
sad. "While ererybody dsewaslosng these
lag five yeas,[Windsot manajedto moveup:

The improverrent ha been refleded n a
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Minorities ant share in Canada’s boom

dramatic recdudion in he dty’s welfare olls.
The @ase bad— whichpeaked & 6,854 @ss
in 1993 — edined ly 12 per cent in 1994
and a @irther175 per cent in 1995 and row
sits at dightly more than 3900 @se, sail
SusarkEllis of Windsok sodal sewices de
partment

City administratorChud Wills sad dgns
are ripe for cntinuel prosperity. "Bascally,
what youre se@ng now is peple have got
jobs paid of ther bills"and ae garting to
sprea ther money around he sid

With a report from Craig Mclnnes inVictoria.

Whetler ron-whites ae bornhee or mmigrate they take home esspay

BY BRIAN LAGHI
Alberta Bureau

EDMONTON — Athouch she haes to hink
it, Ruth Bmba ®medimes wmdes whether
herblad skin and thidk African @cent may
be he easn $e cama find a deent-
paying job

Given Albetas booming economy, and
her own experienceas fhandal manaerin
a Liberian hejital, the H-yea-old mother
of four bdieves sheis qudified for more
than the wlunter work and oberpart-time
jobs shehashadto take snce mming b
Canadd5 nonts @a

But hints albout her acent and e ude
mamerof ome ele e ha encourtered
hasleft her arriousas b whether Canadais
the plerant cass she alvays kelievedit to be.

"Somdimes hey see your résume and
theyre impresedand heyll call you; Ms.
Bimba sid. "But then when ey see yu,
maybe they arert quite © impresed

Ms. Bmba and he famiy find hemselves
within a goup tha Sdistics Canadasad
yeserday s earring belowthe rationalave-
ageincome

The @engy reportedthat in1995 the 15
million Canadirs who ®nsder themselves
visble minorities eaned an averagye enploy-
ment hoome ¢ $22,498 peyea, sbaut 15
per cent kelowthe rationalavaage.

About10 per ceit o those vho reported

emplyment inome vere visble mnorities
Of tha group, four out of five were immi-
grantsthe gudy said.

The Bmba famiy, who arived in Canada
in Febuary of 1997 currently survive on te
$24000 MrsBimbas hushand, Nathaniel,
eans as a heplain. The famiy alsotakesin
$369 pe mont in child tax bendit support.

Its just emudh, Ms. Bmba sys,to pay he
rentfor an gartment e Edmaton's rorth-
eastsice.

But shebdievesthe famiy could be aing
mucdh beter if she @uld put her &ills to work.

Despite threeinterviewsfor variousoffice
jobs and mmpletng anine-month course n
conputer pocessng, lag winter $ie hal to
take weekendwork at a @s lar or $6.50
haur. She ha snce gonebad to school.

Ms. Bmba sid tha after a ecent inter
view for an dfice administratos job, she
wastald he accent dsquéified her lkeaue
shewould have b deal with pegle on he
phone

"If it was a poblem with gramnar | would
undestand, but it's rot; Ms. Bmba sid.

Officials sy Ms. Bmbas experienceis not

an sdated e and ta non-white immigrants

may havemoredifficulty finding work.

"Our aneclotal experienceis tha thee
sill exists a fair b of radsm in this ©dety;'
sad LaurelBorisenko, exeative diredor of
the Edmaton-basedMemanite Cente for

Newcomes.

Aside from visble minorities who ome
from autsicke Canada Satscanreports tha
visble minorities rnin the ourtry also ern
less, & do doariginals. Ganadan-born visible
minoiities, a goup nuch younge than oher
Canadinbon errers, tok home an
avaage ircomeof $18565 n 1995 abaut
30 pe cent kelow the leve reported by
Canadin-born earrers.

The @original portion of the stdy fourd
that he aerge wagewas $17382, 34 pe
cent below the rational aveage Satscan
also burd tha the dariginal popuation ras
a prepondeanceof part-ime workers.

In 1995 just arer onethird of abariginals
in the wok force eportedworking a full-
time, yea-long jobs, corpared with haff of
the ttal Canadin ppudation. In addtion,
they had edication kvds ssodated with
lower earnings

Brian Bedhtd, headof an agengy which
studespoverty in Edmanton, said Albertds
emnamic reovay has no helped a minber
of Albertans m the bw-end d the ®do-
emnamic ladder Govanment cis to wel-
fare and oherbendits hare hurt, he alded.

"The ewoveaing emamy has keen very
sdedive in who it helps; said Mr. Bechtd of
the Edmmton Sodal Plannhg Courtil.
"The kbour market is quite dsaiminaory:'

Of the ®ven aticlesreprintedin this Hghlight #44, dl except EM0302 o pages HL44.2 and H.44.3are wsedin Figure

2.2fof the STAT 332 Caurse Materals.
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