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To ronto loses top statu s
as inc o mes fall, pove rty rises

BY JANE ARMSTRONG
The Globe and Mail

TORONTO – Cana da’s large s t city has out-
perfor med eve ry mun i cip ali ty in the cou ntr y
in a new growth indust ry – the produ ction
of low-income hous eholds – new figure s sh ow.

To ron t o ex per ienc e d the large s t jump in
the percent age of resid e n t s who spend more
than 54.7 per cent of their incomes on food,
cl othing and shelt e r, according to Statis ti cs
Cana da.

In 1990, 15 per cent of hou seh olds were
cl assifie d as low-income. By 1995, that fig-
ure had jumped to 21.1 per cent.

Wo rse, the economic for tun es of Toron t o
fa m ili es as a whole decli ned by 10 per cent
between 1990 and 1995, the large s t su ch de-
crea s e in Cana da. In 1990, the ave r age fa-
mily income was $71,1 80. By 1995, the to-
tal income dro pped to $64,0 44.

Despit e the inc rea s e in low-income fami-
li es, Toron t o ranked secon d behin d Ottawa -
Hull in a mea s urement of family incomes
across the cou ntr y. The ave r age inco m e in
Ottawa -Hull was $64,243 in 1995.

The res ult s came as a shock to many of
To ron t o’s mos t ex per ienc e d soci al wor kers –
ma ny of whom long hav e harbou r ed suspi-
cio ns that the economic recov ery has not

tr ickle d to eve ry financia l cl ass. The new
data, whi c h co mpare d Cana dian incomes
in 1990 to those in 1995, confi rme d this fear.

"This is what a dereg ularized economy
look s li ke," said Andy Mit chell, a progr am
directo r with the Com mun ity Socia l Plan -
ning Cou nci l of Toron t o. "The economy is
gr owing, but so is pov ery".

The statis ti cs als o confi rm what many
people hav e fe are d, that ful l-tim e jo b s are
lo sing out to par t-tim e wo rk. The census
sh owe d that ful l-tim e jo b s de cre ase d 5.6 per
cent from 1990 to 1995, and the number of
people wit h part-tim e jo b s jumped 5 per cent.
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