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Minorities don’t shar e in Can ada’s boom
_____________________________

Whet her non -whit es are bor n he re or immig rat e, they take home les s pay

BY BRIAN LAGHI
Alberta Bure au

EDMONTON – Alt hou gh she hates to think
it, Ruth Bimba sometimes wonde rs whether
he r black skin and thi ck Afr ican accent may
be the rea son she cannot find a decent-pay-
ing job.

Give n Alberta’s booming economy, and
he r ow n ex per ienc e as financia l ma n age r in
a Liber ian hospit al, the 35-ye ar-ol d mo the r
of fou r beli eve s sh e is quali fi ed for more
than the volun teer wor k and othe r part-tim e
jo b s sh e ha s ha d to take sin ce coming to
Cana da 15 mon ths ago.

Bu t hin t s abou t he r accent and the rude
ma nne r of some people she has encou ntered
ha s le ft her cur iou s as to whether Cana da is
the tole r ant oasis she always believe d it to be.

"Sometimes they see you r résumé and
they’r e im pre sse d and they’ll call you," Ms.
Bi mba said. "Bu t then when they see you,
maybe they are n’t quite so impre sse d."

Ms. Bimba and her family find themsel-
ve s within a group that Statis ti cs Cana da
said yest e r day is ear ning bel ow the nation a l
av erage inco m e.

The age n cy repor ted that in 1995, the 1.5
millio n Cana dians who con sid er themselves
vi sib le min orities earned an ave r age emplo y-
ment income of $22,498 per year, about 15
per cent bel ow the nation a l av erage.

Abou t 10 per cent of those who repor ted

em p l oym e n t in come were visib le min orities.
Of that group, fou r ou t of five were immi-
gr ants, the study said.

The Bimba family, who arriv ed in Cana da
in Feb ruary of 1997, cur rently sur viv e on the
$24,000 Mrs. Bimba’s husband, Nat haniel ,
earns as a chaplain. The family als o take s in
$369 per mon th in chil d tax ben efit sup por t.

It’s just enou gh, Ms. Bimba says , to pay
the rent for an apartment on Edm onton’s
no rthea st si de.

Bu t sh e beli eve s the family cou ld be doi ng
mu ch better if she cou ld put her skills to wor k.

Despit e thre e in ter vie w s fo r variou s offic e
jo b s, and completing a  nin e-mon th cou rse in
co mputer processing, last win ter she had to
take weeke n d wo rk at a gas bar for $6. 50
hour. She has sin ce gon e back to school .

Ms. Bimba said that after a recent int e r-
vie w fo r an offic e administ r ato r’s job, she
wa s told her accent disqu ali fi ed her becau se
sh e woul d have to deal wit h people on the
phon e.

"If it was a problem wit h gr am mar I wou ld
un d erstand, but it’s not," Ms. Bimba said.

Officia ls say Ms. Bimba’s exper ienc e is not
an isola ted one, and that non -whit e im mig rants
may hav e mo re diffic ulty finding wor k.

"Our ane cdot al ex per ienc e is that the re
stil l ex ists a fair bit of racism in this socie ty",
said Lau r el Bo ris enko, exe cutiv e directo r of
the Edm onton-base d Me nnonite Cent re for

Ne wco m ers.

Asid e fr om visib le min orities who come
fr om outsi de Cana da, Stats can repor ts that
vi sib le min orities bor n in the cou ntr y also ear n
le ss, as do aborigi nals. Cana dian -born visib le
mino rit ies, a group much you ng er than othe r
Cana dian -born ear ners, took home an ave r-
ag e in come of $18 ,565 in 1995, about 30
per cent bel ow the lev el repor ted by
Cana dian -born ear ners.

The aborigi nal por tio n of the study fou nd
that the ave r age wag e wa s $1 7,382, 34 per
cent bel ow the nation a l av erage. Stats can
also fou nd that the aborigi nal popula t ion has
a prepon d eranc e of par t-tim e wo rke rs.

In 1995, just ove r on e-thi rd of aborigi nals
in the work force repor ted wo rking at ful l-
time, year-long jobs , co mpare d with half of
the tot al Cana dian popula t ion. In addit ion,
they had education lev els associat e d with
lowe r earnings.

Br ian Becht el, hea d of an age n cy whi c h
studie s pove rty in Edm onton, said Alber ta’s
econ omic recov ery has not hel ped a number
of Alber tans on the low-end of the socio -
econ omic ladde r. Gov ernment cuts to wel-
fare and othe r benefit s have hur t, he added .

"The recov ering economy has been ver y
sele ctive in who it hel ps," said Mr. Becht el of
the Edm onton Socia l Planning Cou nci l.
"The labou r market is quite dis criminato ry".
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