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Windsor familie s richer,
bu ck nation al trend

BY HENRY HESS
The Globe and Mail

Win dso r, onc e an economic baske t ca s e, is
reboun d ing wit h a venge a n ce, figure s rele a-
se d ye s terday by Statis ti cs Cana da sh ow.

The gritty, sou t hwe s ter n Ontario indust ria l
cent re, known for automobiles and gambling,
wa s the only maj or city in Cana da where
the ave r age family had sig n ific a n tly more
money to spend in 1995 than in 1990.

"We’re an ove rnight success – after 10 years
of brutally hard wor k," Roman Dzus, deputy
deve lopment com missio ner for Win dso r-Es -
sex, said in an int e rvie w.

Acco r ding to the census, family income in
Win dso r grew by alm o st 5 per cent from
1990 to 1995.

Of Cana da’s 25 big gest cit ies, only Win dso r
and Victo ria, whe re the inc rea s e wa s 0.8 per
cent, showe d any inc rea s e in family incomes.

In Victo ria, family incomes were maint aine d
by the city’s main emplo yer, the provi nci al
gove rnm e n t.

Davi d Ba xter, of the Vancouver-base d Ur-
ban Future s Institute, said yest e r day that
fr om 1991 to 1996, provi nci al emplo yees’ in-
co m e in cre ase d 21 per cent – 50 per cent
mo re than pub lic-secto r wage s.

The growth in Win dso r, spurred by $7-bil-
li on in capit al inv est ments by the Big Three
au tomakers and the 1994 opening of the
Win dso r Ca sin o, left the city wit h Cana da’s
fo urth-highest earnings in 1995 – at $62,-
244 and clo sing on the lea de rs: Ott awa -Hull
($64,243), Toron t o ($64,0 44) and Calgary
($63,586).

That is a far cry from 1990, when Win d-
so r la ng uis hed far dow n in the pack, wit h
li ttle rea son for optimism . The auto indust ry,
long the fou ndation of its economy, was in
the dol drums. Par ts pla n t s we re clo sing al-
mos t daily, pushing unemplo ym e n t to almos t
re co r d leve ls. The ave r age family income of
slig htly more than $59,000 (mea s ure d in
1995 dol lars) lag ged far behin d ot he r cities.

St ats can analys t Jo hn Gar tle y said par t of
the exp lanation for Win dso r’s recent advanc e
is histo rical.

Elsewhere, 1990 marke d the rebou nd from
the recessio n of the early 1980s, but Win dso r’s
re cove ry was slow. While other Ont ario
cities pos ted doub le-digit inc rea s es in family
in come, Win dso r lagg ed at 4 per cent. Its
rank among Cana dian cit ies sli pped to 11t h
in 1990, from 8th in 1985.

Then things tur ned aroun d, Mr. Gar tle y
said. "While eve rybody els e wa s lo sing thes e
la st five years, [Win dso r] manage d to mov e up."

The improve ment has been reflected in a
dramati c re duction in the city’s welfare rol ls.
The case loa d – whi c h peaked at 6,854 cases
in 1993 – decli ned by 12 per cent in 1994
and a fur the r 17.5 per cent in 1995 and now
sit s at slig htly more than 3,900 cases, said
Su s a n Elli s of Windso r’s socia l se rvi ces de-
partment.

Ci ty adm inist r ato r Chuck Wil ls said sig ns
are ripe for con tin ued prosper ity. "Ba sically,
what you’r e se eing now is people hav e go t
jo b s, paid off their bil ls" and are starting to
spre ad their mon ey aroun d, he said

With a rep ort fro m Craig McInnes in Victoria.

Windsor, Vic tor ia bucke d
the trend
Av erage inco m e in con stant 1995 dol lars
fo r1990 and 1995

Av erage Inc o me ($)
%

1990 1995 change

St. John’s 56,140 52,054 −7. 3

Halifax 57,937 54,241 −6.4

Sa in t Jo hn 52, 215 49,138 −5.9

Chicou tim i-
Jo nqu ière 50,787 46,656 −8.1

Quebec City 54,953 52, 570 −4. 3

Sh erbrooke 48,462 47, 198 −2.6

Tr ois -Rivière s 48,800 47, 242 −3. 2

Mo ntreal 56,418 52,795 −6.4

Ottawa -Hull 68,726 64,243 −6. 5

Oshawa 65,639 62,101 −5.4

To ron t o 71,1 80 64,044 −10 .0

Hamilt on 62,945 60,899 −3. 3

St. Cat her ines-
Niag ara 55,838 53,674 −3.9

Kitchen er 61, 244 59,658 −2.6

London 61, 362 58,671 −4.4

Win dso r 59,321 62, 244 4.9

Su dbury 60,901 57, 109 −6. 2

Thun d er Bay 61,486 58,731 −4. 5

Winnipeg 55,41 4 53,7 59 −3.0

Re gin a 58,688 56,844 −3.1

Sa sk atoon 54,424 53,196 −2. 3

Calgary 65,430 63,586 −2.8

Edmonton 59,154 56,090 −5. 2

Va n couver 63,769 60,438 −5. 2

Vi cto ria 59,086 59,585 0.8

Li fe below the poverty line
The gen eral decli ne in incomes bet ween
1990 and 1995 res ult e d in an inc rea s e
in the incid e n ce of low income.
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fa mily below
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While the number of all famili es inc rea s ed
6% dur ing 1990 -1995, the number of low-
in come famili es inc rea s ed 32%. In 1995,
12 % of husban-and -wife famili es were
below the pov erty lin e, up 9% ove r 1990.

Lone -parent
fa milie s he ade d
by wom e n in
low-incom e
situat ion

Lone -parent
fa milie s he ade d
by men in
low-incom e
situat ion
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Educat ion makes the diffe rence
Av erage ear nings by age and edu cation in con stant 1995 dol lars

*withou t degree **with deg ree Sour ce: Statis tics Canada The Globe and Mai l

15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ TOTAL

To tal – 1990 10,212 26,519 33,855 35,816 31,249 21,742 27, 1 70

Less than grade 9  9,005 17, 273 21,661 24,138 23,092 15, 547 21, 100

Grades 9-13* 7, 175 21,936 26,015 28,173 26,047 19,086 19,933

Grades 9-13** 11 ,136 24,055 28,627 31, 347 29,102 21,406 23,655

Less than unive rsity deg ree 11, 776 26,683 33,021 35, 527 32,571 21,936 27,257

Un ive rsity deg ree 13,045 34,462 51, 100 60,640 60,067 40,960 44,658

To tal – 1995 8,199 24,689 32,155 35,317 30,448 20,446 26,474

Less than grade 9  8,1 78 16,197 19,416 22,412 21,442 13,696 19, 377

Grades 9-13* 5,498 20,001 24,662 26,7 05 24, 301 17,089 18,639

Grades 9-13** 8,938 22,163 27,006 29,434 26,978 19,199 22,846

Less than unive rsity deg ree 9,318 24, 258 31,039 33,827 30,7 06 19,936 25,838

Un ive rsity deg ree 10,851 31,002 48,1 40 55,61 4 54,519 39, 334 42,054

The article EM9807 reprint e d abov e is the thin d of six article s us ed in Fig ure
2. 2f of the STAT 332 Course Mat e ria ls.

1998 -06 -20


