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Child-pro t ection sys tem faile d, B.C. report say s
BY CRAIG McINNES
Br itish Columbia Bure au

VICTORIA – The infant known as Bab y
M was the victim of sev ere bure aucrati c
mish a n dli ng before bei ng assau lted by her
fo ster mot he r, a repor t rele ase d ye s terday by
the B.C. Chil dre n’s Com missio ner says .

Bab y M, born just ove r a year ago suf fer ing
fr om met hadon e addiction, was left wit h per-
ma nent disabilit ies after bei ng sh a ken by the
fo ster parent in whose care she had been
placed fou r days before.

That fos ter parent, Kim Kie rkegaard,
plea de d guilty earli er this year to criminal
neglig enc e causing bodily harm and was
give n a con d ition a l sent enc e of two years to
be ser ved in the com mun ity.

Acco r ding to the rev i ew complet e d by
Cy nthia Mor ton, B.C. Chil dre n’s Com mis-
si one r, Bab y M shoul d neve r have been
placed in Ms. Kie rkegaard’s care becau se the
woman was neit her quali fi ed nor equ ipped
to deal wit h a drug-addicted bab y.

This mis take was only one of more than a
dozen mis steps and unfor tun ate coi nci den -
ces identifie d in the repor t. The first was a
de cisio n by the Crown to ign ore poli ce re-

co mmendation s that the bab y’s parents be
charged in an assau lt case so that the mot he r
coul d be ordered to take drug and alco h ol
coun sel ling.

The case is another black eye for B.C.’ s
chil d-prot e ction sys tem , which has been ove r-
hauled in the wake of a str ing of trage die s
that were tie d to bure aucrati c blun d ering and
in suf fi cie n t re sour ces.

A task force str uck last year in the wake
of the Bab y M case made 32 recom menda-
tion s fo r ov erhau ling the fos ter-parent sys tem .

Lois Boone, the Min is ter of Chil dre n and
Fa m ili es, ref use d to com ment on the Bab y
M case yest e r day becau se it is stil l befo re
the cou rts in the for m of a law suit aga inst
the min is try by the infant’s rela t ive s , who
are now caring for her.

Howeve r, Ms. Boone argue d that many of
the task force recom mendation s are alrea dy
being implem e n ted, alt hou gh she did con -
cede that the re is stil l a sho rtage of quali fi ed
fo ster parents and facilit ies for chil dre n with
specia l ne e ds.

By the tim e Bab y M was bor n, wor kers
fo r the Min is try of Chil dre n and Famili es had
conclu ded that her mot he r wa s not fit to care

fo r he r, but they als o reje cted ple as by rela -
tive s that they be allowe d to take her home.

One of those rela t ive s , an aun t, now cares
fo r the sev erely dis able d chil d.

The process was complicated by staff tur n-
ov er: Three chil d-prot e ction wor kers were
involved before the bab y wa s sent home
with Ms. Kie rkegaard.

Ms. Kie rkegaard had been approve d as a
fo ster parent, but not for speci al-needs chil d-
re n su ch as Bab y M.

Acco r ding to phy sicia ns who tre ated the
infant in hospi tal, Bab y M suf fered from an
ar ray of symp t o ms com mon to drug-addic-
ted babies, inclu ding sei zure s , seve re gas
and con stant crying in dis comfo rt.

In the hospit al, nurses were change d ev ery
thre e hours.

Ms. Kie rkeg rd was a single mot he r with two
ot he r chil dre n in her home and no one to back
he r up. After two days , sh e co mplaine d to the
minist ry that Bab y M had become incon s ol-
able.

Ms. Kie rkegaard lat e r told poli ce that the
baby was not sle epi ng for more than half an
hour at a tim e.

The article EM980 4 reprint e d abov e is use d in Fig ure 11.8d of the STAT 221 Cou rse Mat e ria ls.

2005 -04 -20


