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What the numbers say
Do liberal drug law sencou rag eab use? In the case of the Net her-
la n ds, it appears not.

A nation a ldr ug-us esurvey cur rently bei ngassemb led, the first of
it s kind in the Net herlands, is expected to con clu de that about 14 per
cent of Dutch cit i zens 12 and ove rhave use dcannabis.

Prev i ous estim ates hav e been much hig her. But thes eare now
thou ght to hav ebeen badly skewed by the heavy con cent r ation of
young adult s , ar tis t s and othe r fre e thinke rs in Amsterdam , where
abou t 30 per cent of teen and adult resid e n t s admit to hav ing
sm oke dpot at some tim e.

That 14-per-cent figure comp are swith a slig htly differently base d
Cana dian statis ti cof 23 per cent, drawn from 1994 sur veys of resi-
dents 15 or olde r by Ont ario’s Addiction Res earch Fou ndation and
Ottawa’s Cana dian Cent re on Sub stanc eAb use.

Bu t the Cana dian numbers are probably hig her now.

Af ter years of decli ne, recre ation a l cannabis useag eamong teen-
ag ed students in Ont ario has more than doub led . In 1991, 12 per

cent adm itted usi ngthe drug at lea ston ce in the previous year, while
the 1997 figure was 25 per cent.

A sim ilar sur ge was seen els ewhe re, not ably the United States and
the United Kingdom .

As for hard drugs, the Net herlands has a rat e of 1.6 heroi n and
cocaine addicts per 1,000 popula t ion – unchange dfo r mo rethan a
de ca de. That compare sto a figure of about thre ein Britain, sev en in
Sw itzerland and10 in the United States.

A Cana dian statis ti cis elu siv e: Bot hHe a lth Min is ter Allan Rock’s
offic e and Health Cana dasay they do not know how many Cana di-
ans reg ularly abuse heroi n and cocaine.

Us ing CCSA dat a, an estim ate of about two per 1,000 eme rge s.
The CCSA cau tio ns, howeve r, that becau se the methodol ogy is
base don telephone int e rvie w s, the real figure may be much hig her.
Tw o ye ars ago, Macle a n’s mag azi ne cit e d a figure of sev en addicts
per 1,000 popula t ion.
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