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‘Numbers (Ch. Iy

STAT 231 —WH. Chery

What the numbers say

Do liberd drug lawsenmurageabis® In the cae ¢ the Netrer
lands, t appeas rot.

A nationaldrug-usesuvey arrenty being assenbled, the first ¢
its kind in the Netherlands, s expeded b condude tha about 14 per
cent o Dutch dtizers 12 and orer have tsedcannais.

Previaus esmaes have been nuch higher But theseare row
thought 0 have been ady skewed lty the heay concentrdion of
young aduts, aristsand oher free thinkers in Amgercam, whele
about 30 pe cent d teen and aut resdentsadnit to having
smkedpat at mMe ime

That ¥ -pa-cent figure canpaeswith a $ightly differenty based
Canadin sétisticof 23 per cant, dravn from 1994 sineys of res-
dents b or dder by Ontaios Addction Reseech Fourdaion ad
Ottawes Canadan Gente on $ibsanceAbuse

Butthe Canadan numbers ae probably higher row.

After yeas d dedine, eaedional canndis wseageanorg teen-
agel dudents m Ontaio has nore than dobled. In 1991, 12 per

cent admitted singthe drug at kastonce in the pevious yea, while
the 1997 fgure was 5 per cent.

A similar surge was sen dsewhele, rotably the Uhited Sates and
the United Kingdom.

As for hard drugs, the Ntherlands has a ate of 16 heroin and
cocane aldcts per 1000 pguation — urtharged for morethan a
decade Tha comparesto a fgure d abaut threein Britain, seven in
Swizeland andO in the Lhited Sates.

A Canadan sttisticis dusve: Both Healh Minister Allan Rod’s
office and Heath Canadasgy they do rot know how mary Canadi
ars reguarly abuse terin and ocaine

Using CCSA datg an estmate d abaut two per 1000 eneiges.
The CCSA cauions, havever tha becaue the méehodology is
basedon Elephone ntewviews the real fjlue my be nuch higher
Two yeas gyo, Madears magaine dted a figure d seven addcts
per 1,000 pguation Qeft
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The aticle EM980QL reprintedabove is wsedin Figure 82 d the STAT 220 Caurse Materals, in Chepterl of the STAT
231 Course Matefalsand n Fgure 22a of the STAT 332 Caurse Materals.
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