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Can adians proje c ted to live longer than eve r
__________________________________

As more coup les pos tpone chil dbearing, deaths cou ld exc e e d bi rths in about 35 years

BY ALANNA MITCHELL
The Globe and Mail

St atis ti cs Cana da ende d a year of anxie ty
among poli cy makers yest e r day by an-
noun cing that the bel lwe the r fig ure s on in-
fa n t mo rtali ty, life expectanc y and death are
ag ain goi ng in the rig ht direction.

"I t’s a relief," said François Nau lt, senior
analys t in Stats can’s health statis ti cs div isi on,
noting that some had specula ted that the re-
ve rsals in thes e key popula t ion tre n ds we re
the res ult of cuts to hospi tal beds.

"A p parently no, it’s just a bli p. It’s not a
trend," Mr. Nau lt said.

St ats can said the life-ex pectanc y fig ure s
fo r both men and women ros e in 1994 after
havi ng unaccou ntably fallen in 1993. In fact,
in 1994, life expectanc y rose to its hig hest
ev er for Cana dians, to 75.1 years for men and
81.1 for women bor n in that year.

The rat e of infant mor tali ty, con sid ere d
the mos t basi c mea s ure of the health of any
popula t ion, fel l slig htly in 1994, as it has
done for 31 of the past 32 years in Cana da.
In 1993, it went the opposit e way, rising to
6. 3 deaths for eve ry 1,000 bir ths from 6.1 the
ye ar before, to the con ster nation of health
officia ls , demogr aphers and statis ti cia ns.

Althou gh the 1994 rat e of 6.28 mov es the
trend lin e back the way it has gon e fo r de c-

ades, it stil l does not mat ch the rat e in 1992.

Officia ls at Health Cana da we re so wor-
ried about the ris e in the infant mor tali ty
rate repor ted la st year they lau nche d an in-
ve s tig a t ion throu gh the bure au of reprodu c-
tive and chil d health div isi on of the Labora-
to ry Cent re for Dis ease Con trol, the res ult s
of whi c h are just now eme rgi ng.

"One inc rea s e after a long per iod of re-
du ction s in numbers has to be studied care-
fully and on its own," Cat her ine McCour t,
acting directo r of the bure au, said in an in-
ter vie w ye s terday.

In fact, the ris e in the rat e wa s take n so
se riously that Health Cana da epid emiol ogis t
K. S. Jos eph and McGill pediat ricia n and epi-
demiol ogis t Mi c h ael Krame r have writt en a
paper on the phen omen on, whi c h is cur rently
un d er con sid eration for publication by a ma-
jo r nation a l jour nal.

In gen eral, the res earche rs fou nd that the
rise in infant mor tali ty in 1993 was the re-
sult of a growing tre n d towards regis ter ing
as liv e bi rths babies that are bor n weighing
un d er 500 grams. Thes e infants have a low
rate of sur viv a l and in earli er tim e s might
have been con sid ere d stil l bor n.

Dr. McCour t said that the fact that the
1994 rat e ha s not retur ned to the 1992 lev el
is likely fruit of the same tre n d.

St ats can repor ted ye s terday that the ove r-
all number of deaths in Cana da in 1994 was
also back on track after the huge, unexpec-
ted 1993 ris e. In 1993, the percent age in-
crea s e fr om the year before in the number
of Cana dian deaths was 4.3 per cent, the hig h-
est figure sin ce so many die d in the Second
Wo r ld War.

In 1994, the inc rea s e wa s only 1.1 per cent
fo r a tot al number of deaths of 207,077.
St ats can said the aberrant 1993 figure s we re
li kely the res ult of a ser iou s flu epi dem i c in
March and April of that year.

St ats can also annou nced yest e r day that the
number of bir ths in Cana da in 1994 dro pped
fo r the fou rth year, falling 0.8 per cent to
385,11 2 bi rths from 388,394 a year earli er.
The age n cy said this decli ne is the res ult of
the gen eral agi ng of the Canadian popula-
tion and the tre n d of moder n coup les toward
postponing chil dbearing.

This means that the natural inc rea s e in
Cana da’s popula t ion, calcula ted by subtract-
ing deaths from bir ths, was 178,035 in 1994,
almos t 3 per cent lowe r than the natural in-
crea s e the year before. Stats can noted that
if this figure contin ue s to decli ne, deaths wil l
ou tst rip births in about 35 years. Then, wit h-
ou t im mig ration, Cana da’s popula t ion wou ld
begi n to shrink.
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