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Health report queried

Saff and Canadian Press

TORONTO — A report panting a gim pic-
ture d future fhaning of the Candian

heath-care ysem fas a #w i its catua-

tionsand erpetuates a nyth about the im-

pad of an ajing popuation, heath e@no-
mists sg

The report, Health Care Financing, was
rdeasedyeserday by the Candian hsttute
of Actuaiiesat news onferencesn Toronto
and Monteal

In it, the nsttute aguesthat if heath care
in Canadais to arvive the andaught of
agirg babyboamers, gvernments vill hare

to insttute 'manged cae' tha funds mly
thosetreaments poved mostbendicial and

costeffedive.

Healh-care aitics, havever say the eport
degpends on aut-of-date and incorred infor-
maion b upport its arguments

Insitute dairman dhn Fessendeacknow-
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ledgedthat the eport incorredly dates tha
"the ajing of the ppuation done will
allocatealmostl per cet more of GDP pe
yea to heath-care co$s without ary new
treaments ...."

At the curent kEvds of goss mesic pro-
dud, tha would be an $B-billion amual
incresse n heath-care pending — and totl
amualspending o heath in Canadanow is
$72-hllion.

Butit is omnonly accepted that an aging
popuation will drive @stsup by about 1
pe cent d annud heath-care gpending.

Mr. Fessendeagreedwith that, but said the

report is crred when t says ha the per
centage of DP pent n heath care will
increase b abaut 12 per cent by 220.

But Morris Barer d the Lhiversity of Brit-
ish Cdumbia said growth of real heagh-are
expendturesin the aeaof 1 per cent is less
than histarcal eeonomic growth and not a
concen.
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Prof. Barer fid the eport is perpetuating
mismneeptionsaboutthe impad of an ajing
popuation on leath care.

In large mart, he sail, this is dued edra-
pdating the dfed of aging on £niceswhich
cader pimarily to seniors, such as brg-term
cae, and etrgpdating tha effed to the
whole d the heah-ar gsem.

The important thing, Prof. Barer sid, is
that while ajing will hare an dfed on
heath care, t will be gadud — a dacier,
na an aralanche

Robert Evars, abo d the Uhiversity of
British Cdumbia, said the ajing popuation
acourts or lessthan mefifth o pag in-
cresses in heath-are wsts

The ysem has ben far nore ed ly
the increase n dodors, nore mmplicated
medical proeeduresand rew and nore e-
pensdve drugs, sail Prof. Evars.



