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Breastfeeding, cancer link not found in study

‘Breastieedng (Ch. 11)

STAT 231 —WH. Chery

But there is ;e eception, reseeches sy

Reuter s News Agency

LONDON - Bresstieedng has litle dfed
on lreast caner U.S reseeches auggest
todyy dfter a aige sudy intendedto stle a
long-lasing debate

Daa an nealy 90,000 niddle-agedwomen
shaved that those vwho hal neve bresstied
wetre reither nore ror lesslikely to devdop
breast caner tran women who fth

Dr. Kaiin Michds and wlleayues & the
Harvard School of Publc Heath dpped nto
an «isting sudy of120,000 US nurses, who
reguarly fill out questbnnaires m dl aspeds
of ther heath.

They pcked out nealy 90,000 niddle-
agednuses who di not hare @ncerand
who had d least e dild. They wee -
lowedfor six yeas, during which just under
1,500 @ses d invasive lresst caner were

diagrosel.

Re®aches ok into aoourt various
factars, such as vhether a women hd used
contreceptives, wha kind, the aye when &e
had heffirst chld, and whether and for how
long she lreastied her bildren

They fourd no link between hbresstieedng
and caner rdes.

"Thesedda siggestthat thee is o im-
potant werd asodation ketween bresst
feedng and the @aurrenceof breast caner’
they wrote in the medicalgumal Lancet.

Breagfeedng is knovn o proted babies
from a farge of dseases, and eports indi-
cde that lreastied kabies nay have better

brain fundions. The dfeds kg al ther lives.

But reports going badk 70 yeas mace
somedoctars hink bresstieedng increased
the risk of kreast caner, espedally among

women who hd ome toubke sich as a
inabiity to produce milk in one @ both
breasts Later studes, on the oher hand
had indicaed a bwer cancerrisk anong
women who keastied.

There was me eception in the Havard
resilts — women who hd just ae dild and
bresstied had adwer risk of @ncerthan
women who hd one dild and dd not
bresstieed.

And the ese&ches warred that nost of
the women n the stidy had gne through
the meropauge — hey were ajed beween
40 and 6 at he kegiming d the sudy.

Breagfeedng could possbly proted pre-
meropausalwomen they said, and uged
furtherstudy.
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