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Unanswered questions on race and crime

judgments Radsm is the dtribution

of negatve taracteistics basedon
misoneeptionsand nyths ratrer than dojec-
tive analysis of fads. Radsm is @aut look-
ing at he wald throuch a dstating lens,
the beter b see what you want to ®¢ the
betterto avoid a @nfrontation with unpkas
ant arprises. This <lf-reinbrcing and
parachial world view is unfortunagly, often
shaed by invesigatons of radsm. S it
was with Sephen Lewis 30-day inquiry
into the 1992 Yorge Sred "riot, and ® it is
with the tak force he reaommendeand ts
$5 million, two-yeas-in-the-makng Report
of the G@mmsson on §semic Radsm in
the Ontaio Criminal disice Sydem. How
predctable, and hav unfortunae.

The trouble with the 445page eport is
nat tha it is too far-reacling, o anbitious
or oo radcal. A little ceviation from an
oveusedpah o inquiry might haveyielded
interesing resuts. Instead it stuck to the
old road, the staightest ineto arswes $op-
wom and e/asve. This tak forces sns are
primarily those d omisson, of faiing to ask
the right questbns. What resuts is a darion
call to omplacency

The ommssors mandae, tha of doau-
mening radsm, precesined the eercie ©
marginalty, guarantedng answers & incom-
pleteas ts questons. Which is a iame and
a dsapmintment beau® Canadahas a
sefous ¢ime poblem, and nore to he
pant, a frious minarity crime poblem.
Five million dollars pent an an &amiaion
of the toality of its caisesand cueswould
be none well spent.

At the iight, thee is a dart showing the
rae d incacerdon for dfferent mdal
graups in Ontario. Blacksare beingconmit-
ted b prism at a atemorethan fve imes
that of whites @nd nore than D timesthat
of Adars), a ceely disturking gatistic.
What @u®s his? Is it radsn? Is it ome-
thing dse or mary other thng® Is it party
racism and if so, how nmuch? Do not e-
pect o find the aswes in the ©mms-
sian's report. Insead we ae gven alitary
of numeic dsaepades and almmales,
often based on inconplete daa, usudly
proving lessthan the ommison clams.

Take te iate of impriscamentafter on-
viction. In Chapter 8 d the eport, the ©m-
misson conduded a omplex gatistical
anaysis in an #tempt to detemine whether
bladk men were nore likely than vhites ©
be nt to pism for the same dfence The
men n the analsis had keen corvicted d
oneof five dfferent cimes sexwal sssul,
asqut, bdl violation, robbey or a dug
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offence The men chem to be nduded n
the data base fad oudly dmilar back-
graunds: @mpareble recorgs of previous
convidion, imprismmentand tlean time'
the ime sirce tteir lag offence If you @n
control for dl theseother variades then
eveything dsebeng equd, the ateof impri-
smmentafter onviction $auld be euiva-
lent for blaks and ér whtes. If it isrt,
thele is certanly evidence of somehing,
possbly radsm.

If you can control for all
these other variables then,
everything ese being
equal, therate of impri-
sonment after conviction
should be equivalent for
blacks and for whites. If
it isn't, thereis certainly
evidence of something,
possbly racism.

In the rews oveaage you may have
head the rumbers from this sudy: 57 per
cent o the whites mrvicted d the same
crimes and \th the ssme ciminal hstay
were €nt to pis, & goposal to 0 per
cent d the Hacks Problem the satsthem-
sdves ae ceeply flawed.

Abouta third of the menn this qudy had
been ornvicted d a drug dfence and i is
in this prt of the sarple tha the toublke
lies. More than tiree imesas nary black
as white nen hal been corvicted d drug
trafficking as @posel to drug possesen.
As the @mmsson concedes'sincetraffick-
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ing dfencesare nore srious than dmple
possesen, this dfferencein offencescauld
exgain ome d the dspaity in entening
outtome’ It certanly could.

Sirce tke saanple of dug dfendes is a
caseof compaing gpesand ganges, why
nat smply throw it ot and @nplete the
suvey without the drug dofendes? The
conmisson sill hada database ¢ men d
bath races mrvicted d four other sefous
crimes If you ke dug dfendes aut o
the sanple — as his gudy did rot do — yo
find somehing unexpeded. The imprisan-
ment atefor men vith conparable aiminal
recordsconvided d sexwnl sssaut, assaul,
bal violations and pbbey is 67 per cent
for whites and 71 per cent for dacks A dif-
ferenceof four pecentge mints datisti-
cally indgnificantin a snple tis snall In
other word, the @mmkson on §semic
Radsm in the Ontaio Criminal disfce
Sygem gopeas b have peformed tre in-
expeded £a of proving ha a ornvicted
blad man B no nore likely to be ®nt to
prisonthan a vhite man Surpriseindeed.

The report holds nore exanples d this
sott of thing, gdistics tha camat carry the
weight of inteipretdion tha is laid on hem.
There ae may fine ecommendions in
this report, anong them the dt-repeded and
emnently sersble requestthat dtemaives
to prism be sedwhere poséble, egadess
of rae, mricularly in cases ot invdving
vioen@. Nonwiolent offendes make p
80 pe cent d the povindal prisonpopua-
tion. It adso recanmends geder rsitivity
at kail heaingsand tials to hose vho rei-
ther gpeak English nor understand Canaat
caurtroom ftradtions. It calls for greder en-
phass on ommnuniy pdicing. It properly
challeges racism whele radsm eactudly
ocaurs.

Race by race

Total |
popuation

write [ 706

Arab [ 482
‘Eag Indiart [ 456

Asan [ 353

Prisonadnissons per 0,000 nerrbers & radal graup.
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Butthe Hg issies @ untackled The satis- Then wha is the cas® Why ae so may to wind up in prisai? Do these graps ben-
tics on ncacerdion rates ae thee for dl to  bladk Canadars kehird bar® And, to turn  efit from some ®rt of postive dsaimina-
see and tis report, degite its best #orts, to succesdul pheromenalia go tnmaked,  tio? Or are thee aher lesspa explana-
givesus ro reasn D believe ha the wer  why are Asians, East Asians and Arebs so  tionsat work? Who will probe theseques-
repreentdion of Hacks in pris; is more  mud lesslikely, lesslikely eventhan whites,  tion® And wher?
than namginally relatedto radsm.
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