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Cities post stable rate in homic ides
Can adian Pre ss

TORONTO – Sensation a l killings pun ctu -
at e d1995, from grisly slayi ngs of elde r ly
coup les in bot h Mo ntreal and Toron t oto the
ter ror campaig n of a ser ial att ack er in
Abbotsfo r d, B.C.

Bu t the number of slayi ngs in Cana dian
cities rem ain ed stable ove r the past year – a
sh arp con trast to the United States.

To ron t o dropped from 85 to 74 in 1995,
Mo ntreal from 75 to 60, Vancouver from 48
to 30, Edmonton from 24 to 19, and Winni-
peg from 18 to 16. Slayi ngs in the Ott awa
regio n rose slig htly from 17 to 23, and Cal-
gary recorded 18 for the secon dye ar in a row.

"I n Cana dage nerally the ove r all homicid e
rate has been rem arkably stable," said Ros e-
mary Gar tner, a  profe sso rof criminal law at
the Unive rsity of Toron t o. "And the charac-
ter istics of those kil l ings have rem ain ed
st able as wel l – strang ers stil l only make up
10 to 15 per cent of mur derers."

Ms. Gar tner said homicid e st atis ti cs are a
reli a ble way to draw a dis tin ction bet ween
Cana daand the United States sin ce they are
us u ally repor tedaccur ately.

Data for 1994 showe d an ave r age 2.0 4
people per 100,000 cit i zens were kil led in
Cana da, compared with 9.03 in the United
St ates. In Gar y, Ind ., a city of only 116,000,

130 kil l ings were repor tedin 1995.

"C a n ada has stable cul tur al att rib u t es
which are only likely to change in the long
run," Ms. Gar tner said.

While gun con trol and antid rug programs
we re embraced in 1995 as means of cur-
tailing crime in the long run, Ms. Gar tner
said doom-and -gloom pre diction sabou t the
safety of Cana dians are rarely wel l grou nde d.

"The re’s a lot of inc entiv e fo r poli ticia ns,
poli ce forces and speci al-int e rest groups to
create a moral panic about crime," she said.
"B ut studies show that pub lic stat ements
abou t cr ime are more rela ted to the econo -
mic cli mat ethan the actual crime rat e."
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