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Cities post stable rate in homicides

Canadian Press

TORONTO — Snsd#ional killings pundu-
ated1995, from grisly dayings d elderly
caupkes n both Montreal and @rontoto the
teror canpagn of a <®rial dtacke in
Abbatsford, B.C.

But the rumber of dayings n Canadan
cities eméned dable overthe pag yea — a
shap contast to the Wited Sates.

Toronto dropped from 85 b 74 in 1995,
Morntreal fom 75 to ®, Vanouwer from 48
to 30, Ednonton from 24 to 19, and Winni-
pey from18 t016. Sayings n the Qtava
region rose $ghtly from 17 to 23, and Cat
gary recorded B for the ondyea in a row.
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"In Canadagererdly the averdl homicde
rate has ben emakaly stable) said Rose
mary Gartrer, a pofessorof criminal bw a
the University of Toronto "And the cheac-
teristics of those kKlings hae emaned
stle & well — dranges gill ony make p
10 © 15 per ceat o murcerers.

Ms. Gartrer aid homidde stdistics ae a
rdiable way b drav a dstindion ketween
Canadaand the Wited Sates snce they are
usualy reportedacarady.

Data for 1994 $ioved an aerge 204
pemle per D0,000 tizers were killed n
Canadacompaed with 903 n the Lhited
Stdes. In Gary Ind, a dty of only 116,000,
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130 killings were reportedin 1995.

"Canala ha gable ailturd attributes
which ae aly likely to charge in he brg
run; Ms. Gartrer said.

While gun @ntrd and anidrug prograns
were aenbraced h 1995 as mears of air-
taling aime n the bng run, Ms. Gartrer
sad doom-andgloom predctionsaboutthe
sakty of Canadars ae rarely well grourded

"Thees a bt d incenive for pditiciars,
pdice forces and Pecid-inteest goups
crede a nord panic daut aime' she sail.
"But studies $iowv tha public statements
about crime ae more riated b the emo-
mic dimatethan the atud crime até



