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Ontario to allow new Incinerator s

‘Incineraors (Ch. 1)

STAT 231 —WH. Chery

Govemment s&s bugh new ontroals will force nuniapalities to us best edindogy

BY JAMES RUSK

Queen's Park Bureau
TORONTO — Ontaio munidpalities wil
be dowedto burn waste in incineraors,
cament fantsand Ime kilns under provin-
cid environmental guddines ekssedyes
tercay

"Thee is no sientfic or technical ressm
for banring indneration; Environment Mn-
ister BrendaElliott said in a staement es-
terday "With aur guiddine, which estd-
lishes air enisson limits anong the taighest
in the wald, we @an ke \ery sue tha the
ervironment and bma heath ae well
proteded.

The rles sswed \esterda set he san-
dad that ayy municipality must met i it
wantsto burn its garbage atrer than hury
it. The previousNDP government lamed
nev indneraors as frt of its nunidpal
wastepdicy.

In lag Juné provincial eledion @am-
pagn, boththe Conenativesand the iber
als aguedthat ircinerdion tdndogy was
sak exaughto be mnsderedfor usein the
provinceand pomisedto chage he wmles
to allow munidpalities to onsder it.

Unde the rew gquiddines, ndnerators
would be equired to use he nostadvanced
indneration and pollution-contrd technol-
ogy ailade and to ontinuoudy monior
their gas emissons at he snoke-stack.

Ed Turrer manaer of environmental
ergineerng nvces for the BEnvironment
Ministry, said tha while me prisdctions
might have a dandad for the emisson of
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individud pollutants ha is lower than ha
of Ontario, the sandads the guddine sts
are 'ova dl probably the taiglest n the
world:

He sid tha when the miistly set gan-
dads for each kind of emisson from an
inadnerator, it consderedthe performanceof
the best @ailable techndogy and &t is
guddines & levds tha only tha tecdindogy
cauld achieve

Foringance the sandad for the emisson
of dioxins and furans, oneof the nostenvi
ronmentaly dargeoustype d compaunds
acordng to some emironmental sdenists,
is 014 pars per tillion.

Even ®, NDP @vironment citic Marilyn
Churley sid tha the gvenment gnored
someseious heah hazads when t set the
guddines

She sad tha mary repected sdenists,
induding those & the htenaional Jont
Commisson, which maonitors aoss-border
environmental hazards in the Gred Lakes
areg believe ha heary-metd compounds,
dioxins and furans huild up in animal bod-
iesand do not keakdown.

These conpaunds ae adated with
heath problems, and JC <ientsts hae
called for a fasing-out d techndogy that
introduces them into the ewronment.

While the g@venment ha et gandads
of pars per bllion for heary metds and
pars per tillion for dioxins and furans, Ms.
Churley said tha the geation of an indn-
erdor would lead to "tonres and tones' of
thesedargeousconpaunds beingblown in-

to the air and tilding up i the bod dan.

Althoudch the @vaenment ha st ules or
the peaion of new iminerdors, t does
na necessarly mean ha any will be huilt.
Opeators would haveto convincemuricipa-
lities that incinerdors ae beter than bnd-
fill, and then @tk-hande a pojed throuch
the provincés gpproval process

The rew rules dat appy to four existing
indnerators burning trash n Hamiton, Lon-
don, Odhava and Brampton wnlessthoseop -
erdgionsexpand @ modfy ther equipment.

The ministy esimaes tha only abaut 4
pe cent d the povincés munidpal wage is
indnerated conpaed with nmore than B
pe cent n the Lhited Sates, 5 per cat in
Jaan and 70 er ceit in Svecen The kan
that he NDP introduced n September
1992, pohbited nunidpaities aly from
burning garbae in new icinerdors.

Althouch new ircinerdion plnts vere ban-
ned the NDP gvernmenk reguation anen-
ded the Ontaio Environmental Protedion
Act to alow the ontinuel burring of
wastesthat had ro recycling potenial, sud
as aimal or medcal wage, wood wade
and fudge

The NDP govanment sal its desisionto
ban new gabage irtineraors was basd m
concens ha they caug ar polluton and
produce trace maountsof heary metds and
organic @namnants — gch as doxin —
that endargerhuman heah.

Moreover, the povinceargued that ircine-
rators kurnméaerials tha should be ecycled
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