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Ontario to allow new inc inerators
________________________________________________

Gove rnment says tou gh new con trols wil l fo rce mun i cipalit ies to use best technolo g y

BY JAMES RUS K
Queen’s Par k Bu r eau

TORONTO – Ont ario mun i cipalit ies wil l
be allowe d to bur n wast e in inci nerato rs,
cement pla n t sand lim e kilns unde rprov in-
ci al env i ronment alguid eli nes release dye s-
terday.

"The re is no scie n tific or technical reason
fo r banning incin eration," Env i ronment Min -
is ter Bre n d aElli ott said in a st atement yes -
terday. "With our guideli ne, whi c h est ab-
li shes air emissio n li mit s among the toug hest
in the world, we can be ver y sure that the
envir onment and hum an health are wel l
prot e cted ."

The rules issued yest e r day set the stan -
dard that any municipality must meet if it
wa n t sto bur n it s garbage rat her than bur y
it . The previou sNDP gov ernment banne d
new incin erato rs as par t of its mun i cipal
wast epoli cy.

In last Jun e’s provincia l election cam -
paig n, bot h the Con ser vative sand the Liber-
als argue dthat inci neration technolo g y was
safe enoug h to be con sid ere d fo r us ein the
prov inc eand promise dto change the rules
to allow mun i cipalit ies to con sid er it.

Un d er the new guideli nes, incin erato rs
woul d be requi red to use the mos tadvanc e d
in cin eration and pol lutio n-con trol technol-
ogy availa ble and to con tin uou sly mon ito r
thei r gas emissio ns at the smoke -st ack.

Ed Tur ner, manage r of env i ronment al
engi neer ing ser vic es fo r the Env i ronment
Mi nis try, said that while some jur isdiction s
might hav e a standard for the emissio n of

in d ividu al pol lutants that is lowe r than that
of Ont ario, the standards the guid eli ne set s
are "ov er all probably the toug hest in the
wo r ld."

He said that when the minist ry set stan-
dards for each kin d of emissio n fr om an
in cin erato r, it con sid ere dthe per for manc eof
the best availa ble technolo g y and set its
guid eli nes at lev els that only that technolo g y
coul d achiev e.

Fo r in stanc e, the standard for the emissio n
of dioxi ns and fur ans ,on eof the mos tenvi-
ronment ally dange rou s type of compoun ds
according to some envir onment alscie n tis t s ,
is 0.1 4par ts per tril l io n.

Even so, NDP env i ronment criti c Marily n
Chur ley said that the gov ernment ignored
so m ese rious health hazards when it set the
guid eli nes.

Sh e said that many respect e d scie n tis t s ,
in clu ding those at the Int e rnation a l Jo int
Commis sio n, whi c h monito rs cross -border
envir onment al hazards in the Gre at Lakes
area, believe that heavy-met al compoun ds,
diox ins and fur ans build up in anima l bod -
ie sand do not bre a kdown.

Thes e co mpoun ds are associat e d with
health problems, and IJC scie n tis t s have
called for a phasi ng-out of technolo g y that
in trodu c es them into the envir onment .

While the gov ernment has set standards
of par ts per bil l io n fo r heavy met als and
par ts per tril l io n fo r diox ins and fur ans ,Ms.
Chur ley said that the operation of an incin -
erato r woul d le ad to "tonnes and tonnes" of
thes edange rou sco mpoun ds bei ngbl own in-

to the air and building up in the food chain.
Althou gh the gov ernment has set rules for

the operation of new inci nerato rs, it does
not necessarily mean that any wil l be built .
Operato rs wou ld hav eto convinc emu nicipa-
li tie s that inci nerato rs are better than land -
fil l , and then stick-handle a proje ct throu gh
the provinc e’s approval process.

The new rules don’t apply to fou r ex isting
in cin erato rs bur ning trash in Hamilt on, Lon -
don, Oshawa and Brampton unles sthos eop -
eration sex pand or modify their equ ipment .

The min is try estim ates that only about 4
per cent of the provinc e’s mun i cipal waste is
in cin erated, compared with more than 16
per cent in the United States, 50 per cent in
Ja pan and 70 per cent in Swe den. The ban
that the NDP int roduced in September,
1992, prohib ited mun i cipalit ies only from
burning garbage in new inci nerato rs.

Althou gh new inci neration plants were ban -
ne d, the NDP gov ernment’s reg ula t ion amen -
de d the Ont ario Env i ronment al Prot e ction
Ac t to allow the con tin ued bur ning of
wast esthat had no recycli ng pot entia l , su ch
as anima l or medical waste, wood waste
and slu dge.

The NDP gov ernment said its deci sio nto
ban new garbage inci nerato rs was based on
conc e rns that they cau se air pol lutio n and
produce trace amoun t sof heavy met als and
or ganic con taminants – such as dioxi n –
that endange rhu man health.

Mo reove r, the provinc eargued that inci ne-
rato rs bur nmater ials that shoul d be recycle d.
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