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Re asons unc lear for sur ge of No side
__________________________________

Li berals say their message abou t re a l refe rendum issue starting to sway pub lic opi nio n

BY HUGH WIN DSOR
Par lia m e ntary Bure au

OTTAWA – The lat est opi nio n poll pub -
li she d in Quebec giv es the No sid e a sig -
nific a n t advanc e ov er the Yes forces, but it’s
un cle ar how much of the differenc e between
the SOM pol l re sul ts pub lis hed yest e r day by
La Pre sse and those of Groupe Lége r &
Lége r pres ented last weeke n d in The Globe

and Mai l is due to differenc es in met hodo-
logy and how much repre sents actual mov e-
ment of pub lic opi nio n.

The SOM pol l in d i c ated that 54 per cent
of decid ed vot e rs wou ld vot e No and 46 per
cent woul d vo te Yes if the Quebec referen -
dum were hel d now. That compare s with
the Groupe Lége r & Lége r fin d ing of a 50-
50 split after unde cid ed vot e rs were reallo-
cated into the Yes and No sid e s.

Bu t the differenc es in the two pol lst e rs’ re-
sult s to the same que s tion are more pronoun -
ced if the actual numbers are compare d be -
caus e SOM and Lége r & Lége r allocat e the
un d eci ded or ref usal respons es in different
ways .

The Lége r & Lége r poll, taken on Sep t. 7-8,
im mediat ely after the wording of the referen -
dum que s tion was relea s ed, fou nd that 44 per
cent of respondents woul d vo te Yes, 43 per
cent woul d vo te No and 13 per cent were un-
de cid ed, ref use d to answe r or wou ld not vot e.

The SOM pol l, whi c h bega n on Sep t. 8
and con tin ued until Sep t.12, fou nd that 37
per cent woul d vo te Yes, 45 per cent woul d
vo te No and 18 per cent were unde cid ed, re-
fu sed to answe r or wou ld not vot e.

Bo th pol ls had about the same sample size,
with a margi n of error of plu s or min u s 3.8
per cent, whi c h means that the differenc e of
seve n perc ent age poi nts in the Yes sid e, while
technically just insid e the margi ns, is sub stan-

tia l.

Pier re Paradis , Li beral Hou se Lea de r, said
the pol l numbers sugge s t that the No sid e’s
mes sage that sep aration is the real issue is
ge tting throu gh to the pub lic.

"The more the stakes become cle ar .....
the more people wil l be incli ned to say No,"
he said in Quebec yest e r day.

SOM pre sid e n t And ré Thérien said the
differenc e between con ducting a pol l ov er
fiv e days , as his company did, and ove r 24
hours, as Lége r & Lége r did, cou ld exp lain
so m e of the gap.

The SOM res ult s also had a five -perc en-
tage -poin t higher lev el of unde cid ed re-
spon d e n t s , which Mr. Thérien att rib u t e d to a
differenc e in met hodol ogy.

Mr. Thérien said the differenc es between
his res ult s and those of Lége r & Lége r fo l-
low a wel l-est ablis hed patt e rn in whi c h
SOM tends to giv e the Liberals a higher
leve l of sup por t and the Par ti Québécois a
lowe r leve l than does Lége r & Lége r.
There is a sim ilar patt e rn rela t i ng to sup por t
fo r sove reignty or sep aration, he added .

Among analys t s , SOM has a  rep u t ation
fo r vola t i lity. Howeve r, dur ing the Quebec
election last year, one of its pol ls came the
cl osest to the ele ction res ult. But that pol l
wa s not print e d by SOM’s newsp aper
cli ents becau se edito rs cou ld not believe that
the Liberals were doi ng as wel l as the SOM
poll indicated .

Je a n-Marc Lége r, pre sid e n t of Groupe Lé-
ge r & Lége r, said yest e r day that he believe s
the No sid e pi cke d up some momentum
du ring the per iod the SOM pol l wa s being
take n, accou nting for par t of the differenc e
between the two recent pol ls.

"The No sid e wa s ve ry pre sent immedi-
at ely after the referendum que s tion was ta-

bled in the Nation a l As s emb ly, bot h becaus e
of [Li beral Lea de r] Daniel Johnson’s respons e
and becau se of their adver tizing campaig n,"
Mr. Lége r said.

He added that other pol ling he has don e,
but not yet rele ase d, tends to confi rm some
move ment toward the No faction, mos tly
fr om the unde cid ed cat egor y.

Howeve r, Mr. Lége r said he is ske pti c a l
abou t whet her the gap is as wid e as the raw
numbers in the two pol ls sugge s t. He of-
fe red some res ervation s abou t the SOM
sample, especia l ly in the age bre a kdown.

SOM res ult s in d i c ated that among respon-
dents age d 18 to 24, 45 per cent woul d vo te
Ye s and 48 per cent No, a rev ersal of the
conv entio nal patt e rn. According to SOM,
the sov ereig n tis t s are lea ding only in the
35 -to- 44 age group, the bab y boome rs who
gave the Par ti Québécois its strong est sup -
port in the last referendum , when they were
in their radical youth.

"If the SOM res ult s fo r the 18-to -24 age
gr oup are correct, it is the first tim e in three
ye ars that sov ereig n tis t s are trailing in this
segment," Mr. Lége r said. In recent Lége r
& Lége r polls, the youth group has been
running about 45 to 35 per cent in fav o ur of
the Yes sid e, wit h the rem ain d er unde cid ed.

The SOM res ult s are eve n mo re surpris -
ing, Mr. Lége r said, becaus e the pol l sample
ov errepre sent e d French -speak ing respondents,
a facto r that shoul d have fav o ure d the Yes sid e.

The SOM and Lége r & Lége r polls are dif-
fe rent aga in fr om a pol l take n by the othe r
majo r Quebec-base d polling firm, CROP,
ju s t befo re the wording of the referendum
qu estio n wa s announ ced . It gav e the Yes sid e
55 per cent and the No sid e 45 after facto ring
ou t thos e who were unde cid ed or ref use d to
re spond .
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