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Photo radar gone soon, Har ris say s
______________________________

Ontario’s new gov ernment just awa iting mea s ure s to improve hig hway safety

BY JAMES RUS K
Queen’s Par k Bu r eau

TORONTO – Photo radar wil l be dea d in
Ontario as soon as the new Progres siv e Con-
se rvative gov ernment prep are s a package of
mea s ure s to improve hig hway safety, Pre-
mier Mike Har ris annou nced yest e r day.

The mea s ure s , which wil l not inclu de photo
radar, are bei ng prep are d by the Min is ter of
Tr ansportation and the Soli cit or-Gene r al and
will be pre sent e d to the cabin et nex t we ek.

If they are approve d,"it wil l not take ver y
long" before Ont ario’s fou r photo radar vans
are pul led off the hig hway, Mr. Har ris said
after his gov ernment’s first cabin et meeting
ye s terday.

Fo rme r prem ier Bob Rae, whose NDP
gove rnm e n t st arted the photo radar trial,
qu estio ned the gov ernment’s decisio n. "I
think it is unw ise," Mr. Rae tol d repor ters. "I
think it puts hum an liv es at risk, whi c h is
not something that a rea son able gov ernment
woul d wa n t to do."

Althou gh the radar vans went on the roa d
only last sum mer and the provi nce’s trial of
the sys tem was stil l in complet e, Mr. Har ris
said the cabin et had decid ed that the two
minist rie s behin d the trial had not been able
to prove the case for photo radar.

"What we hav e is that they [the two min-
is tries] hav e no evi denc e to pre sent to us
and cou ld not pre sent us wit h anyt hing that
in d i c ated that photo radar was responsib le
fo r re ducing accid e n t s , or reducing deaths,
or reducing inj uries," he said.

Sa fety officia ls have said rem ovi ng the
photo radar vans from the roa d after les s
than a year wou ld provi de les s time than
ne e ded to evaluate the technol ogy.

Gove rnm e n t data show the re was a sharp
drop in hig hway deaths last year on roa ds

patrol led by the Ont ario Provi nci al Poli ce,
which is the only poli ce force in Ont ario to
us e photo radar, a syst em of came r a-equ ip-
ped vans that cat ch speeders by photogr aph -
ing their lic enc e plat es. The dro p fr om about
750 deaths a year to 637 last year coi nci ded
with the int roduction of photo radar, a gradu-
at e d li cencing pla n fo r new drive rs and more
air bag s in new automobiles.

Mr. Har ris did not giv e repor ters any of the
infor mation on whi c h the cabin et reache d it s
conclu sio n abou t the effic acy of photo radar.
Bu t he said that it, and the infor mation that
will be dev elo ped as dat a are compi led from
the trial of photo radar, wil l be made pub-
li c "i n the ful lness of tim e."

"We obviously con clu ded that the ove r-rid -
ing con sid eration for photo radar, as oppos ed
to othe r methods of [speed] cont rol , wa s ca sh
reve n ues to the provi nce. We are not int e r-
est e d – in mak ing a decisio n on safety on
the hig hways – in usi ng ca sh as the deci ding
fact or".

Jo hn Bat es, fou nde r of Mot he rs Aga inst
Dr unk Driv ing Cana da, said "it’s really dumb
to cancel this thing."

He said that "the only people who want to

canc el photo radar are the people who speed .
They are the same people who pass you on
the rig ht shoul d er".

Mr. Bat es not e d that the cabin et made its
de cisio n on the ver y day that an author itative
in sur anc e-indust ry pub lication in the United
St ates pub lis hed an article that says photo radar
is hel ping to improve roa d safety in Ont ario.

While in opposit ion, the Con ser vative s said
that photo radar, rat her than bei ng an effective
safety mea s ure, was only a reve n ue grab by
a cash-hu ngry gov ernment and promise d to
aboli sh it as soon as the par ty took office.

Mr. Rae said the NDP gov ernment made
the decisio n to use photo radar to fight
speeding becau se they had been advis ed by
the poli ce that it was the the mos t up to dat e
and effective technol ogy availa ble.

The decisio n to end its use, Mr. Rae said,
wa s "a l l abou t the ideol ogy of this gov ern -
ment, the ideol ogy that Mr. Har ris has."

Refer ring to a re c ent pub lic-opi nio n poll
in d i c ating that a maj ority of Ont arians now
suppor t photo radar, Mr. Har ris said yest e r-
day he int e rpret s this pol l as meaning that
mos t Ontarians want the gov ernment to take
st eps to improve safety on the hig hways .

1989 729 867 371 188
1990 614 744 270 129
1991 628 741 354 172

1992 645 758 273 171
1993 641 755 180 133
1994 553 637 141 154

1995* 182 205 41 28

Fa tal traffic accidents inv est igate d by OPP

YEAR ACCIDENTS DE ATHS
IN VOLVING
SPEEDING

IN VOLVING
ALCOHOL

*to May 31 Sour ce: OPP Traffic and Mar ine Bra nch
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