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Teens smoke mor e, study finds
______________________________

To bacco-tax rol l back makes habit affordable for students

BY BARRIE McKENNA
Par lia m e ntary Bure au

OTTAWA – A new study says unde r age teens
are smoking more in the wake of last year’s
tobacco tax rollback – a finding that con tra -
dicts res earch by Health Cana da and may re-
ig n ite debat e ov er the imp act of lowe r taxe s.

A thi rd of Grade 7  and 9 Ont ario students
surveyed said they are smoking more sin ce
the federal gov ernment and five provi nces,
in clu ding Ont ario, dramati c a l ly cut tobacco
taxe s in Feb ruary, 1994.

Three per cent said they are smoking les s
and the rest said their habits have not change d,
according to a sur vey of 1,559 Ontario hig h
school students con duct e d by Ont ario and
U. S. aca demics.

"This study and othe r surveys con tradict
the finding s fr om Health Cana da which sug -
ge s t that you t h sm oking has not inc rea s ed
si nce the tax rollback," according to the au-
thors of A Study on You th Smoking. "I n fact,
there are sev eral indicato rs whi c h sugg est that
the price reduction has led to an inc rea s e in
sm oking among you t h."

The study, det ails of whi c h we re relea s ed
ye s terday in Toron t o, als o rais es que s tion s
abou t co rporate sponso rship activ ities of to-
bacco companies and sup por ts the merits of
plain packagi ng.

Irvi ng Rootman, directo r of the Cent re for
He a lth Promo tio n at the Unive rsity of Toron -
to and one of the lea d inve s tig a tors, said the
data sup por t a retur n to hig her tobacco taxes
as a weapon to fight you t h sm oking.

Ottawa and the provi nces cut tobacco taxes
la st year to cou nter a sur ge in con traband
tobacco – an obj ectiv e that has largely been
achiev ed. The combin ed imp act of the fed-
eral and provi nci al cuts sla she d cigarette
pric es in half in the five provi nces affected,
largely eli min ating the price gap bet ween
the United States and Canada .

The officia l vie w in Ott awa – endo rse d by
the tobacco indust ry – is that the rol l back has
ha d no imp act on you t h sm oking. Health Ca-
da has pol led a panel of more than 11, 119
Cana dians age d 15 or ove r fo ur tim e s si nce
early 1994 and has fou nd no inc rea s e in the
prev a lenc e of smoking among you t h.

Bu t Jo sie d’A ver nas, proje ct manage r fo r
the Ont ario sur vey and a par tner in RBJ
He a lth Management Associat es of Kit chen -
er, Ont., said the much large r He a lth Cana da
study is flaw ed becau se it did not pol l 12-
to 14-ye ar-ol ds and con duct e d it s baseli ne
survey up to fou r mont hs after the price cut,
or after a likely initia l up take in smoking.

"We don’t want to discou nt it, but the na-
tion a l survey has some lim itation s that hav e
to be rem embere d," Ms. d’A ver nas said.

The Ont ario sur vey als o sh owe d teens
may be conf usi ng adve rtis ements for eve n t s
spon s ore d by tobacco companies wit h ciga -
rette ads, whi c h are illega l in Cana da.

In the study, students were shown a pos ter
abou t an auto-raci ng eve n t spon s ore d by the
ma ker of Playe r’s cig arettes, Imper ial Tobac-
co Ltd. of Mon tre a l. Fifty-three per cent said
the pos ter was about cig arettes, while only 4

per cent recog n ized it as an ad about auto
raci ng.

"I t’s obvious they are getting the message
that the re is a  ver y posit ive image associat e d
with raci ng and wit h sm oking," Mr. Root-
ma n said.

Focus -gr oup int e rvie w s with selected stu -
dents, for exa mple, showe d that students had
posit ive image s abou t the Playe r’s racing ad,
elicit i ng re spons es such as, "Yo u don’t think
abou t canc e r; drivi ng is more exc iting" and
"Race car drive rs are tou gh."

Among other key finding s:

• Students fel t plain black and white cig a-
rette package s we re a lo t le ss att r activ e than
brande d on es. Eig hty-six per cent said the
pack s we re more bor ing and only 5 per cent
said "cool kid s" wou ld smoke cig arettes from
a gen eric pack.

• Howeve r, 71 per cent of students said pla in
pack agi ng wou ld hav e no imp act on smoking
behaviour and only 25 per cent said they
woul d sm oke les s.

• Ne arly half of Grade 7  and 9 students in
Ontario hav e sm oke d at lea st on ce, 40 per
cent of those at age 10 or les s. Eig ht per
cent of Grade 7s and 28 per cent of Grade
9s smoke reg ularly.

Bu t Marie-Jo sé e Lapost e, spoke swoman for
the Cana dian Tobacco Maufacture rs Cou nci l ,
said the sur vey is lit tle more than antismoking
propag anda masqu erading as scie n ce and
woul d not stand up to peer rev i ew. She said
the finding s we re relea s ed eve n thou gh the
fin a l repor t ha s not been complet e d.
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