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Why Europe say s this is a fruit
EURO-LIES / Ye s, the EU does put car rots on a par wit h peaches. But it’s one of the few tales about

bure aucra cy gon e bonk ers in Brussel s that is true. Mos t of them are myt hs made up by the British press.

Re d uci ng both the size of gover nment and
it s role in peop le’s lives is all the polit i cal
rage. Witness the swe aring in Mon day of an
On t ario pre mier so dedicated to downsizing
that his Cabin et is the provi nce’s smalles t in
30 years. As this story shows, however, there
are times when the bure aucra cy sta n ds false ly
accu sed .

BY DANA MILBANK
The Wall Str eet Journal

London

I
T is hard to pinpoin t the exact moment

when the Eur opean Union went bonk-
ers. But the re are some clu es.

Pe rhaps it was when the EU requi red fish -
ing boats to carry at lea st 200 con d o ms so
Euro pean fish ermen woul d practis e safe
sex. Or may be it was when the bure aucrats
fr om Brussels outlawe d asym met rical Chris t-
ma s trees. By the tim e EU packagi ng rules
cr iminalized the cur ved cucumber, the Eu-
rocr ats cle arly had los t thei r sens es.

No t that Eur ope’s new gov ernment stopped
there. Last Feb ruary, Brussels sprouted an
addict on sex ual harassment that str uck
down Valentin e’s Day cards. Now the EU
wa n t s to do away wit h Br itain’s doub le-de ck-
er buses and its bel ove d pull-chain toi let s.

"The re is no abs urdity of whi c h the Eur o-
pean Com mun ity is not capable," fum e s Ea -
mon Butle r, directo r of the liber tarian Adam
Sm ith Ins titute in Lon d on.

Adds Su n day Tel egr aph colu mnist Chris -
to phe r Booke r: "The whole thing has tur ned
in t o a mad, bure aucrati c Alic e in Won d er-
la n d crosse d with Kafka ."

Ye t what is really Kafkaesqu e is that each
of the stories has only a rem ote rela t ion s hip
to reality. The EU calls them "Euromy ths"
– 129 different half-tr uths and falsehoods –
promot e d by Eur oske pti cs such as Mes srs.
Bu tle r and Booke r, and splashe d in the pre ss.

If Eur ophobes succeed in rid i c uli ng Eur o-
cr ats, it mig ht set off a Eur oscare and induce

Euroscle rosis and disunity. That wou ld be a
big Eur oproble m. So the EU has hired
gr own men and women to spend their days
re assuring an alarmed public that the EU
ha s no pla ns to do away wit h paper car rie rs,
sm all banana s, knotty oak tre es, saucy pos t-
cards and any pizza that isn’t 11 inches across.

All 15 members of the EU hav e thei r Euro -
my ths. The Aust ria ns feare d the EU wou ld
fo rce them to eat chocola te made wit h bl ood.
The Fre n c h wo rried about EU pla ns to ban
cer tain mag gots as bait becau se they suf fer
le stres s on a fishing hook. Itali ans complaine d
abou t a fancif ul pla n to paint all taxis white.

Othe rs feare d the EU wou ld requi re nu dity
on beaches. And the Ger mans wrung their
hands ove r a non -ex ist ent edict chang- ing
the size of garbage cans.

BUT when it comes to Eur oyt hs, or op-
posit ion to the EU gen erally, this scept e red
isle stands alon e. The EU bla m e s the
Br itis h pres s fo r 80 per cent of Eur omy ths.
Coup led with poli ticia ns’ perennial hostility
toward the EU, the myt hs seem to be the
la test way to expre ss centur ies of hos tility,
particularly toward Ger many and Franc e,
the drive rs of Eur opean unity.

"I t’s a sor t of anc est r al reje ction of all that
is con tinent al by Britis h and Englis h public
opin ion," says Lindsay Armst rong of Franc e,
who run s the EU’s Rapid Respons e Se rvi ce
in an uphil l battle to cou nter the sto rie s.

He adm it s the Britis h campaig n helped kill
Euro pe’s "harmon ization" poli cy that aim ed
to cre ate single standards.

Part of the problem comes from the natu -
ral cla sh bet ween the Britis h le g al sys tem ,
which is base d on conflict, and the Con ti-
nent’s , which relie s on con sensus and medi-
ation.

Bu t Euroske pti c Timo thy Evans, author of
a repor t on EU att emp t s to ban such things
as flav o ure d chips, thinks Eur omy thology

runs deeper: It is a way of expre ssi ng self-
doubt ove r a perceiv ed los s of cul ture, sov e-
reig n ty and indust ry. "Rather than getting to
gr ips wit h what it is to be Britis h, it’s a lot
ea sie r to say: ‘Damn foreign ers, unde rmin-
ing our prawn cocktail crisps’ "

Trut hs: The EU agg rav ates its im-
ag e proble m by doing some truly Or-
wel lia n things. For exa mple, Brus-
sels really does cla s sify car rots as
fr uit. The reg ula t ion was ado pt e d so
that Por tuga l’s car rot jam cou ld con -
tin ue to be sol d. The EU als o li mit s
lawnmowe r nois e.

Half-truths: Pe rhaps the EU didn’t
actually ban skiing when snow is les s
than 20 centim etres deep, but the Eu-
ro pean Parli ament did raise the pos si-
bility of such a prohibition.

Br ussels didn’t requi re donkeys to
we ar diapers on Eur obeaches, but it
won’t award its Blu e Flag to beaches
that adm it the anima ls.

Damned lie s: Directo r ate Gen eral
10 in Brussels is the bure aucracy’s
tr uth squ ad. But the task is compli-
cated becau se mos t my ths hav e a
gr ain of truth:

• Condom -we aring seafarers? A
misrea ding of a directive lis ting medi-
ci nes to be kep t on board (condoms
not inclu ded).

• Sy mmetr ical Chris tma s trees?
Something like this was pro pos ed by
a trade association, not the EU.

• Cucumbers? Cur ved ones are n’t
banned, just cla s sifie d differently, for
pack agi ng rea son s.

• Praw n cocktail crisps? An ove r-
sight, qui ckly rep aired .

St ranger
than fiction
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The Sun, a Britis h tabl oi d, won pat rio tic
poin t s fo r cl aim ing that a  standard -le ngt h
Euro pean con d o m (there is no such thing)
woul dn’t be large enoug h fo r Br itis h men.

The Britis h are eve n defe nsive about thei r
toilet s , which the Britis h Bat hroom Associa -
tion says were inv ent e d by Thomas Crapper
a centur y ag o. Britain may hav e to dro p
buil d ing codes that effective ly prot e ct the
toilet from foreign competition. "Br ussels
coul d flu sh U.K. loos dow n the pan," ran a
re c ent headlin e in The Times of Lon d on.

SOME myt hs are complet ely fancif ul, like
the one about the EU banning square gin
bottle s; this started as an April Fool’s joke
in The Times. Als o in this cat egor y is a
suppos ed pla n to requi re zoos and wil dlife
parks to use an ele phant symbol regardle ss
of whether they hav e an ele phant.

Othe r my ths are mis unde rst anding s of
EU law s, as wit h the Wil d Game Meat Di-
re ctiv e. Br ussels meant the law to apply to
co mme rcia l hu nters, to make wil d ga m e
mo re hy gie n i c. But Mr. Booke r, in his col-
um n in The Tel egr aph, label led it "ye t an -

ot he r wonde rful exa mple of Eur olu nacy, that
thes e Br ussels officia ls coul d se riously insis t
on stalkers car r ying a fridge up a 3,000 -foot
Scottis h moun tain and payi ng for a train ed
ve t to accompany them." Repli ed the EU:
"A bsurd ."

An othe r Euromy th type is the one cau sed
by an ove rzealou s in terpret ation of EU
rule s , su ch as when the EU issued a waste
dispos a l directive. That promp ted a sto ry in
The Obser ver that bega n: "From the authors
of the EC directive s that banne d curved cu-
cumbers and defin ed the carrot as a fruit,
now this: Feeding stale bre ad to the Que en’s
swa ns is illega l."

The article had outrage d quot ation s fr om
the manage r of Her Maj esty’s 40,000 swa ns,
and it cla ime d that charities woul d ne e d a
$3,000 lic enc e to giv e aw ay bre ad to the
homele ss or the bir ds. The EU said it didn’t
defin e brea d as waste and bla m ed the
Br itis h gove rnm e n t’s int e rpret ation.

Inde e d, the Brits often seem to outreg u-
la te Brussels. "Some strang e new zeal has
go tten into the Britis h bure aucracy", says Mr.
Booke r. "Somehow you feel a vir us ha s go t

loos e and it’s getting worse and worse."

With rules like thes e, it is hard to sep arate
Euromy ths from Eur otr uths. When Lon d on
lawyer Sim on Jef freys issued a statement to
the media on the eve of Valentin e’s Day
warning that the sending of unw ant e d cards
coul d qu ali fy as sex ual harassment unde r
EU law, he meant it to be "tong ue in che ek."
The Britis h pres s, of cou rse, playe d along.
"If you can paint someon e up as rid i c ulous,
no oppor tun ity wil l be los t in doi ng so," he
ex pla ins.

The fol k s at Directo r ate Gen eral 10, the
damag e-con trol crew in Brussels , we ren’t
amus ed. DGX, as it’s known, fire d off a
heavy-hande d re spons e, branding Mr. Jef f-
reys’ gag a "w hol ly specula t ive pro posit ion"
and cit i ng Commis sio n Re com mendation
92/131/EEC and some gobbledygook abou t
the "prin ciple of equ al tre atment wit hin the
meaning of Article s 3, 4 and 5 of Directive
76/207/EEC."

Eurocr ats, Mr. Jef fer ys con clu des, "have
no sens e of hum our".
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