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Professor of year can’t get job
_________________________________

Yo rk Unive rsity bla m e s un d erfun d ing for not giv ing award -winner ful l-tim e posit ion

BY JENNIFER LEWINGT O N
Educat ion Reporter

TORONTO – Cana da’s profe sso r of the year
can’t get hired by her own unive rsity.

Diana Cooper- Clark, name d this week as
Cana dian profe sso r of the year by the Cou n-
ci l fo r the Advanc ement and Sup por t of Ed-
ucation, is lio nized by students and profe s-
so rs ali ke for her spi rit e d teaching and pas-
si onate cur iosity about life.

Bu t sh e is a par t-tim e teache r at Yor k Un i-
ve rsity – a 25 -year vet e r an who earned her
first degrees the re – who has been passe d
ov er for ful l-tim e posit ion s le ading to tenure.

In fact, Ms. Cooper- Clark and the union
repre senting par t-tim e faculty hav e a griev a n ce
ag ain st Yor k becaus e sh e wa s not appoi nted
to the Englis h department two years ago.

He r champi ons see Yor k’s failu r e to add a
to p-flig ht teache r to the profe sso ria l ranks
as an outrage.

"D ia n a sh oul d have been giv en a ful l-tim e
posit ion years and years ago," said Pet e r Su ch,
associat e dean of Yor k’s Atkin s on College.
"Despi te the fact she’s had to wor k tw ic e as
hard as a nor mal facul ty member, she’s stil l
ke pt up wit h he r re search and has a life out-
si de the unive rsity that’s int e resting and in-
volved ."

Prof. Such, whose own col lege has had no
opening s , adde d em phati c a l ly: "If the uni-
ve rsity doesn’t giv e he r a ful l-tim e ap poi nt-
ment, they des erve to be embar rasse d."

Bu t Yo rk – whi c h nominated Ms. Cooper-
Clark for the $5,000 prize to be awarded in
Calgary this weeke n d and pre sent e d he r
with its own unive rsity-wid e teaching award
two years ago – bla m e s the budge t squ eeze
faced by pos t secon d ary ins titutio ns in the
1990s for its inability to hire her.

"I don’t min d a recog n ition of the app are n t
an omaly that we’re unable to appoi nt one of
Cana da’s best to a ful l-tim e teaching posit ion,"
said Michael Stephenson, vic e-presid e n t of
academ i c affa i rs for Yor k. This shoul d dra-
matize the gros s un d er-funding of Ont ario
un ive rsit ies and Yor k in par ticular".

He not e d that Yor k’s budge t ha s shrunk
by $21 -millio n ov er the past three years and
the unive rsity has been forced to reduce
teaching posit ion s and inc rea s e cl ass size.
Yo rk has trimmed its par t-tim e faculty, now
abou t 1,000, by about 300 people in the past

thre e ye ars.

In unive rsity ter min ology, Ms. Cooper-
Clark is a "f ull-tim e part-tim e" facul ty mem -
ber. A si ngle mot he r of one, she juggles her
teaching activ ities wit h scholarship. She has
publis hed two books – wit h an othe r on e ju s t
writ ten – in addit ion to 10 article s in refe-
re e d academ i c jour nals as wel l as more
popular writing, inclu ding an article in the
At lantic Mon thly.

Un like a ful l-tim e profes sor who teaches
an ave r age of 2.5 cou rses a year, Ms. Cooper-
Clark teaches about six or sev en cou rses a
ye ar, inclu ding at nig ht. Like other par t-ti-
me rs, she is hired by the cou rse (at $10 ,600
each), receiv es a more modest package of
benefit s and, sig n ific a n tly, is not elig ible for
tenure.

Prof. Such, who sponso re d Ms. Cooper-
Clark for the cou nci l aw ard, said he decid ed
not to play dow n he r part-tim e st atus sin ce
it rev eals much about her com mitment to
teaching and students. She volun teers for
un ive rsity com mitt e es and works wit h full-
time facul ty on new met hods of teaching.
"This is not stuf f part-tim e people do."

In the 10-ye ar his t ory of the Canadian
aw ard, sponso re d by Merck Frosst Cana da
Inc., a par t-tim e teache r ha s neve r won.
Tw o ye ars ago, the honour went to Yor k
philo s ophy profe sso r Clau dio Dur an.

When con tacted, Ms. Cooper- Clark was re-
lu ctant to talk about the battle ove r he r teach-
ing status, prefe rring to enj oy the prize. But
sh e is obviously paine d that her own unive r-
sity has not hired her.

"They think I’m the best profe sso r, but they
won’t hire me," she said.

Tw o ye ars ago, sho rtly after losing in her
bid to joi n Yo rk’s Englis h department, she
won the unive rsity-wid e teaching award .

Last mon th, the unive rsity had another op-
portun ity to hire her ful l time when, as par t
of a con tract agreement wit h the union rep -
re senting par t-tim e faculty, Yor k conv erted
two par t-tim e in str ucto rs to ful l-tim e st atus.

Howeve r, Ms. Cooper- Clark los t ou t to two
ot he r senior par t-tim e in str ucto rs in other
fields.

Thos e ap poi ntments were made "in are as
where student growth and the exi sting tenure -
st ream complem e n t are out of whack, com -
pare d to Diana’s are a," Mr. Stephenson said.

What makes Ms. Cooper- Clark so speci al
as a teache r? Brad Reed, a 45-ye ar-ol d
fo urth-ye ar Englis h majo r at Atkin s on Col-
le g e, said she embodie s what he hoped to
fin d at univ ersity: an open-minde d pursuit
of idea s.

He r cl asses"are all the things a unive rsity
sh oul d be and often are n’t," he said. "I al-
ways had the sense that whateve r wa s go ing
on, it wou ld enrich my life and giv e me a
different way of looking at things."

Fo r he r part, Ms. Cooper- Clark said she
love s being passio nat e abou t he r wo rk. "Fo r
me, idea s aren’t bloodle ss. They are life its elf ".

Paraphrasing the celeb r ated Unive rsity of
To ron t o Englis h profes sor Nor thro p Fr ye, she
said: "Te aching is a per for manc e. Something
magi c a l happens to me when I hit the door
[o f the cla s sroom]."

OR IGINS

Bo rn in Kingston, Jama i c a, in 1945.
No w a Cana dian cit i zen. Bachelo r of
ar ts in Englis h, 1969; master’s deg ree
in Englis h, 1971; bachelo r’s in fine arts,
1979, all at Yor k Un ive rsity. Bachelo r of
education, 1973, Unive rsity of Toron t o.

TEACHING CAREER

Si nce 1970, teaching for Englis h De -
partment, Hum anities and Arts Dep art-
ment, and the Cent re for Aca demic
Wr iting, Yor k Un ive rsity.

BOOKS

Au t hor of Design s of Dar kness: Inter -
vie ws wit h Detect ive Novel ists (1983), In-
tervie ws wit h Contem por a ry Novel ists
(1986) and Wr iters on Writing: Per spec-
tives on the Con tem por a ry Novel ist
(c oming).

AW ARDS

Te aching award for exc ellenc e fr om the
Hum anities and Arts Dep artment, Yor k
Un ive rsity, 1992; award for exc ellenc e
in teaching giv en by the Senate Com -
mitt e e on Teaching and Learning, Yor k
Un ive rsity, 1994; Cana dian Profe sso r of
the Year, awarded by the Cou nci l fo r
the Advanc ement and Sup por t of Edu -
cation, 1995.
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