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Sm o king pro be hazy on packs
__________________________

Study finds no proof gene ric packagi ng hit s cigarette habit; groups gir d fo r fig ht

BY BARRIE McKENNA
Par lia m e ntary Bure au

OTTAWA – A federal study on the merits
of mak ing gen eric packagi ng of cig arettes
ma n d ato ry likely is to find that the pro pos a l
ha s me rit s ev en thoug h there is no proof it
woul d actually cur b sm oking.

It is impos sib le to prove con clu siv ely that
plain packagi ng wil l ge t sm oke rs to quit or
to deter you ng people from staring, said one
of the study’s authors, dema n d ing anony mity.

Bu t the res earche r adde d that lack of
proof does not mean the poli cy wou ld not
be effective – par ticularly in det e rring chil d-
re n fr om smoking – if use d in conjun ction
with other preve n tiv e mea s ure s , su ch as hig h-
er tobacco taxes, adver tising rest riction s and
education.

"B ehav i our al scie n ces are not like phy sics
or chemist ry", the exper t said. "As long as
there is rea son able probability that doi ng
so m ething wil l le ad to [re sul ts] , that’s enoug h
to initiat e public poli cy. You don’t hav e to
prov e beyond a rea son able doubt as you
woul d in the medical scie n ces."

The study – titled Wh en package s ca n’t
sp eak: Pos sib le impacts of plain and gen eric
pa ckag ing of tobacco pro ducts – is the re-
sult of mon ths of wor k by sev en packagi ng,
adve rtising and beh aviour al exper ts hired by
He a lth Cana da.

Its finding s will be relea s ed tomor row by
He a lth Min is ter Dia ne Marle au, who went
ou t on a limb last year by endo rsi ng plain
pack agi ng only to run into flak from the in-
du s try and wit hin cabin et. She lat e r said
sh e wa n ted to see the res ult s of the study
befo re pushing ahea d with legisla t ion.

The cor nerstone of the $300,000 study
wa s a nation a l survey of hun dre ds of Cana -
dians to det e rmine how the measure wou ld
affe ct beh aviour. Res earche rs als o looke d at

possib le packagi ng desig ns and the likely re-
spon se of the packagi ng indust ry to any new
law, con duct e d focus groups, rev i ewe d pre-
vious studie s and did a statis ti c a l analys is.

Bu t anti-smoking groups fear the study’s
fin d ings wil l be so lukewarm that the gov-
er nment wil l drop the pla in packagi ng idea
– at lea st un til the Supreme Cou rt of
Cana da rule s la ter this year on the lega lity of
an exi sting ban on all tobacco adver tising.

"That’s pre cis ely our conc e rn: that this
study wil l be an exc u se to let the issue
drop," said Gar fiel d Mahood, presid e n t of
the Non -Sm oke rs’ Rig hts Association.

The anti-smoking lobby, whi c h ha s been
pushing Health Cana da to act, has war ned it
won’t giv e up on pla in packagi ng wit hou t a
fig ht. Mr. Mahood said few people thoug ht
the for mer Tor y gove rnm e n t woul d ban to-
bacco adver tising, as it did in 1988.

"We think that before the dust settles we
are goi ng to win this one," he said. "We are
not prep are d to abandon something that has
the pot entia l to be such a winner for public
health."

Mr. Mahood said health groups are trying
to get the initiative back on track by hig hlig ht-
ing what they say is a sharp inc rea s e in
sm oking sinc e Ottawa lowe red taxe s la st
ye ar. They als o plan to relea s e re search of
thei r ow n.

"I think this min is ter wou ld like to hav e
plain packagi ng refor m," Mr. Mahood said.
"Other int e rests in the gov ernment may want
to run away from it. But she’s on-si de."

The tobacco indust ry als o is trying to dis -
credit the as-ye t-uns een Health Cana da study.

Marie-Jo sée Lapoi nte, spoke swoman for
the Cana dian Tobacco Manufacture rs Cou n-
ci l , said "it’s a fool’s game" to try to prove an
assump tion abou t sm oking beh aviour wit h
an unt rie d mea s ure, such as pla in packagi ng.

"I t’s bad poli cy, it’s bad poli tics and it’s bad
scie n ce," said Ms. Lapoi nte, who speaks for
the three Cana dian cig arette makers – Im-
perial Tobacco Ltd., Rot hma ns Be nson &
He dges Inc. and RJR Macdon a l d Inc. "It’s
not pub lic poli cy that wil l benefit the na-
tion a l in terest, any way you look at it."

Cana dian tobacco companies sol d 58 bil-
li on cig arettes last year, gen erating rou ghly
$2-bil lio n in after-tax rev enue.

Even wit h the new study in hand, the tho r-
niest issue for the gov ernment is not smoke r
behaviour. It’s the threat of lega l action from
tobacco companies. Cana dian cig arette ma-
ke rs, all of whi c h are par t-owned or con trol-
le d by foreign mul t i nation a ls , have war ned
that any mov e to rest rict or outlaw the use
of their tradem arks wou ld viola te domestic
and int e rnation a l laws.

To protect themselves, tobacco companies
have been caref ully regis ter ing as tradem arks
ev erything that appears on a cig arette pack,
in clu ding the col ours, log os, brand name and
any other marking s. Rot hma ns Be nson &
He dges Inc., for exa mple, recently lau nche d
a new brand – Canadian Cla s sics – and reg-
is tered the tag line "100 per cent Canadian
tobacco wit hou t additive s" as par t of its
tradem ark.

Also gir ding for a fight is a coa lit ion of
pack agi ng and printing companies that has
warned that as many as 1,200 jobs wil l be
lo st across Ont ario if those glo ssy, fou r-col our
pack age s are replaced with pla in black-and -
whit e le tter ing.

Bu t a spoke sma n fo r the group said the
gove rnm e n t may be wor king on a pla n fo r so -
phis ti c ated or eve n mu lti col ore d plain pack-
ag ing.

"The gov ernment may be hap py about
mu cking up the wat e rs on pla in packagi ng
li ke that," said the spoke sma n, Gar y Maj esk y.
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