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Combatant s re sort to ads in gasol ine-additive row
The Globe and Mail

TORONTO – The auto indust ry and the ma-
ke rs of a ga soli ne addit ive hav e take n thei r
disp u t e public, putting ads in newsp apers
with the int ent of influe n cing Ott awa’s com-
mitment to ban MMT.

First it was Ethyl Canada Corp., whi c h la st
we ek bou ght pag es in three papers mak ing
the argum e n t that the re was no rea son to re-
move the oct ane enhanc e r methylcycl open-
tadie nyl manga nes e tr icarbonyl, and that in
fact the envi ron ment might suf fer if MMT
disappeare d.

Ye s terday, 18 car makers and auto impor t-
ers bande d toge the r to buy a newsp aper ad
in The Globe and Mai l sayi ng "MMT has to
go," in respons e to the Ethyl ad, indust ry

spoke sma n Mark Nant ais said.

The car makers reit e r ated thei r consis tent
posit ion that MMT clogs sensit ive computer
senso rs that war n drive rs when their pol lutio n-
cont rol sys tems are faili ng.

The ad campaig ns come just as the gov-
er nment’s bil l to ban the impor t of MMT is
ge tting clo se to bei ng in trodu c e d in Parli a-
ment. Env ironm e n t Mi nis ter Sheila Copps
is mov ing "as qui ckly as she can," spoke s-
ma n Duncan Dee said.

Bu t that is not becau se of the ads. "I don’t
think they really hav e mu ch of an imp act at
the end of the day," he said.

Despit e the protests from Ethyl, "we’v e go t
ev idenc e fr om the auto makers" that poi nts to
the problems cau sed by MMT, Mr. Dee said.

Ethy l presid e n t Davi d Wils on said the
minist e r ha d an othe r ag enda in mov ing to
ban MMT. She wants to ado pt U. S. rules,
which kep t the addit ive out of U.S. gasoli ne
fo r 18 years, he said.

(Ethy l’s U.S. parent company recently won
a cou rt challenge that wil l se e MMT back
in use by year-end, Mr. Wils on said.)

Mr. Dee said the minist e r wa s in terest e d in
prot e cting con sum ers and the envi ron ment,
both of whi c h woul d suffer if MMT affected
car computers.

As wel l as the ads , both par tie s have been
cont acting members of Parli ament, cabin et
minist e rs and gov ernment com mitt e es.
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