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Sove reig nty a winner, poll finds ,
if Quebec get s link to Can ada

__________________________________

Prospect of association pushes sup por t to 53 per cent

BY HUGH WINSOR
Par lia m e ntary Bure au

OTTAWA – A maj ority of Quebeck ers wou ld
vo te for sov ereig n ty in a referendum if it was
coup led with an economic association wit h
Cana da, according to the lat est pol l conduc-
ted by Groupe Lége r & Lége r fo r The Globe

and Mai l and Le Jou rnal de Mon tréal.

The pol l, the first taken in Quebec after
Bl oc Québécois Lea de r Lucie n Bou chard
called for a sharp turn (vi rag e) in the Que -
bec sov ereig n tis t s’ strategy to inclu de links
with the rest of Cana da, shows that a promise
of an economic association wou ld inc rea s e
sove reigntis t suppor t by almos t nine percen-
tage poi nts, from a min ority to a maj ority
posit ion.

When Quebeck ers were aske d the sim p ler
qu estio n, whether they favou r ed sov ereig n ty,
the sup por t leve ls were unchange d fr om pre -
vious pol ls.

If the referendum que s tion was sov ereig n-
ty combin ed wit h econ omic association, 53.1
per cent woul d vo te Yes, while 46.9 per cent
woul d say No. On sov ereig n ty alon e, only
44.3 per cent woul d say Yes, compare d with
55.7 per cent who woul d say No. In bot h
ca s es, un d eci ded vot e rs hav e been rem ove d
and the numbers reappor tio ned according to
a for mula base d on the respons es to other
qu estio ns in the pol l.

While the new sur vey indicates the att r ac-
tive nes s of the sov ereig n ty-association con-
cept, especia l ly among francophones, the
actual res ult s coul d be clo ser, sin ce the mar-
gi n of error was approxi mat ely plu s or mi-
nus fou r perc ent age poi nts.

Je a n-Marc Lége r, directo r of the pol l, said
the res ult s mean that Quebeck ers want to be
gu arant e e d an economic association before
they take a chanc e on sov ereig n ty. But he
also urge d cautio n, sugge s ting the re was an
in itia l "r ainbow effe ct."

Mr. Lége r said that sup por t fo r sove reign -
ty-association cou ld be expected to decli ne
as respondents become more famili ar wit h it.

The res ult s are base d on a telephone survey
of 1,002 randomly selected Quebecke rs beg un
on Thu rsday of last week. A survey wit h a
sample of this size wou ld nor mally hav e a
margin or error of 3.1 percent age poi nts, 19

times out of 20. But on the que s tion s abou t
sove reignty and sov ereig n ty-association, the
sample was div ide d, wit h half of the respon-
dents aske d whet her they wou ld vot e fo r or
ag ain st sov ereig n ty in a referendum and the
ot he r half aske d abou t sove reignty-associa -
tion.

This is a standard pol ling practic e to avo id
havi ng the answe rs to one for mulation bias-
ing the respons es to the different for mula-
tion, but it means the margi n of error on
both set s of respons es is hig her becau se
each inv olves a sampling of half the size.

The actual numbers befo re the reposit ion -
ing of unde cid eds and ref usals were as fol-
lows: For sov ereig n ty, 38.1 per cent among
the whole popula t ion (among francophones
44.5 per cent), aga inst sov ereig n ty 49.9 per
cent among the whole popula t ion (among
fr ancophones 43. 5 per cent), unde cid ed 7.2
per cent and ref usals 4.8 per cent.

On sov ereig n ty-association, 46. 2 per cent
of the whole popula t ion (52 per cent of fran-
co phones) wou ld vot e Ye s in a referendum ,
38.3 per cent of the whole popula t ion (32.6
per cent of francophones) wou ld vot e No,

9.6 per cent were unde cid ed and 5.9 per
cent ref use d to answe r.

The sur vey was taken immediat ely after
the Bloc Québécois conve n tio n in Mon tre a l,
but it provi des only a rou gh guide to Quebeck-
ers’ attitudes toward the dramati c shift pro pos -
ed by Mr. Bou chard, sin ce the Bloc Québé-
cois Lea de r talked about bot h econ omic and
poli tical links wit h the rest of Cana da.

The sur vey does reaffir m, howeve r, the pre -
senc e of so-called "soft sep aratis t s" who are
att r act e d by the con cep t of more powe rs for
Quebec as long as the re is an economic safe-
ty net throu gh tie s to the rest of the cou ntr y.

The sur vey als o sh owe d the Bloc Québé-
cois rem ain s popular in Quebec. Asked how
they wou ld vot e if a federal ele ction were
held today, 49.9 per cent of decid ed vot e rs
woul d suppor t the Bloc, 38.6 per cent woul d
suppor t the Liberal Par ty, 5.8 per cent woul d
suppor t the Progres siv e Cons ervative s , 3. 2 per
cent woul d suppor t the New Dem ocr ati c Par-
ty while les s than 1 per cent woul d vo te for
the Refor m Party.

The sur vey als o sh owe d that the Par ti Qué-
bécois , at 44.7 per cent of decid ed vot e rs,
woul d have a six-perc ent age -poin t le ad ove r
the Quebec Liberal Par ty in a provi nci al ele c-
tion, while the Par ti Actio n Démocr atique
woul d re c eiv e the sup por t of 13. 2 per cent
of the vot e rs.

The app are n t boost that the con cep t of eco -
nomic association giv es the sov ereig n tis t
si de cou ld be a sho rt-ter m ef fect, Mr. Lége r
said. Sov ereig n ty wit h an economic and
possib ly poli tical association wit h the rest of
Cana da is cur rently in the news.

"I t’s fun, it’s different from the pro pos a ls
by the Par ti Québécois ," he said, "so they
st art wit h a rainbow coa lit ion."

Bu t Mr. Lége r said the sov ereig n ty-associ-
ation pro pos a ls of Mr. Bou chard are ver y
si milar to the pro pos a l of the lat e Quebec
prem ier Ren é Leve squ e in the 1980 Quebec
refe rendum . At that tim e, sup por t fo r sove -
reig n ty-association was initia l ly ver y high
but dro pped to 40 per cent by the tim e the
vo te was hel d.
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