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The metric sys tem
This is the 200th anniv ersar y of the bir th of
the met ric sys tem , in Franc e.

• The sys tem has seve n fundament al, or base,
mea s ure s. Many met ric units are name d fo r

fa mou s scie n tis t s (Ne wton, Cou lomb and
Kelv in) and one is name d fo r a win e me r-
chant – Clau de Emile Jean -Bap tis te Lit re.

• Us e of the sys tem has sprea d in ter nation -
ally. In 1897, for ins tanc e, Britain passe d a
st atute lega lizing met ric measure s fo r trade

and aboli shing the penalty for usi ng or hav ing
in one’s pos s essio n a weight or mea s ure of
that sys tem .

Sour ces: Col lier’s Enc ycl opedia, Enc ycl o-
pedia Brita nni ca (1911).

REFERENCE: Collie r’s Enc ycl opedia, Macmil lan Edu cation a l Comp any, New Yor k, and P.F. Col lier, Inc., Lon d on & New
Yo rk (1987), Volum e 16 , page 69 states that The lit er, a metric unit of volume or capacity, is named for a
fo unding father of the metr ic sys te m, Cla ude Emile Jea n-Bapt iste Litre, whose famil y so ld win e in the firs t
li tre (li ter) bottles to bear the name. (The same stat ement appears in the 1992 edition, Volum e 16 , page 69.)
[Wa terloo Public Lib r ary call number: 031 Col V.161987]
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Mo re on metre s
SIR: As an activ e propon ent of the metr ic

syst em sin ce 1940, I wel come the letter of

Ja m e s G. Van Oot (Going met ric – pro per-

ly, C&EN, Feb . 6, pag e 36). May I add a

fe w poin t s and clarify some othe rs?

.....

Li tre is the only cor rect spelling becau se it

is name d after the fat her of volum e, Clau de

Li tre. Such was his passio n fo r the accur ate

mea s urement of volum e that he name d his

daug hter Mil lic ent (C&EN, Jan. 14, 1980,

page 64). Kenneth A. Hooton

Si erra Vis t a, Ariz.
The two exc e rpts reprint e d abov e are use d in Fig ure 1.3 of the STAT 231 Cou rse Mat e ria ls

and in Statis ti c a l Highlig ht #1.
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