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Photo radar cuts speeds, OPP says
Photo radar has had a "r a dical im pact" on

the way people drive, according to a To-
ronto OPP spoke sma n.

OPP Super int endent Coli n Br ittan, direc-
to r of the provi nce’s Int egr ated Safety Pro -
je ct, doesn’t buy arguments that photo radar
ha s no imp act on safety on the hig hways .

"We’re satisfie d with what we’v e se en and
we’r e cer tain it’s hav ing a radical imp act on
the drivi ng patt e rns of indivi d uals," he said.

He said ane cdot al ev idenc e sugg ests peo -
ple are drivi ng slowe r on photo radar-pat rol-
le d highways .

And he not e d in the first mon th of opera-
tion, 24 per cent of the people ticke ted ex-
ceeded the speed lim it by 30 kilo m etres an
hour or more.

Bu t by Nov ember, only six per cent of mo-
to ris t s ti cke ted were exc e e ding the 30 kilo -
metre bar rie r.

"I t’s an indication that people are slowing
down, that they are aware of photo radar
pres ence," Britt an said.

OPP statis ti cs relea s ed this week, howeve r,
sh ow no reduction in traffic accid e n t s in
Me tro sin ce photo radar was int roduced in

Au gust.

Bu t Br ittan said the statis ti cs are mis -
le ading becau se they inclu de hig hways that
are not cov ere d by photo radar. He said
mo re accur ate statis ti cs wil l be relea s ed by
the Min is try of Transportation in Jun e.

At Que en’s Park, Liberal Lea de r Ly n
McLeod said if Liberals are ele cted to gov-
er nment they wil l abandon photo radar if it
cannot be prove n that the devi ces improve
safety.
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