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WASHINGT O N St udy links abortion, bre ast cancer
riskIn a seve n-year study of some

1,800 women in the Seattle
area, res earche rs als o fo und women unde r
18 years of age who had abortio ns inc rea s ed
thei r risk of bre ast cancer by 150 per cent,
while women ove r 30 inc rea s ed their risk
by as much as 110 per cent.

In a study to be pub lis hed in the Nov em-
ber issue of the Jo urnal of the National Can-

cer Institute, res earche rs at the Fre d Hu tch -
in s on Canc e r Re search Cent e r in Seattle
fo und induced abortio n wa s associat e d with
a 50-per-cent inc rea s ed risk of bre ast can-
cer.

The inc rea s ed risk did not vary wit h the
number of induced abortio ns a woman had
ha d, or wit h a his t ory of hav ing als o ha d a
co mplet e d preg n a n cy.

Fo r the you ng er women, the risk was
higher if the abortio n wa s perfor med after
eight weeks of gest ation or if the woman
ha d a family his t ory of bre ast cancer.

No inc rea s ed bre ast-canc e r risk was asso-
ci a ted with spont aneous abortio n or mis car-
riag e, the study said.

One of the study’s authors, Dr. Noel
We iss, said the suspect e d li nk bet ween abor-
tion and bre ast cancer is the proli feration of
brea st tis s ue early in pregnanc y.

"The con cer n is that induced abortio n, es-
peci ally toward the end of the first trimes -
ter of pregnanc y, mig ht leave a woman wit h
(brea st) cells that are dev elo ped to a cer tain
degree but not ful ly, and those cel ls mig ht
be more prone to dev elo p canc e r la ter in
li fe," Wei ss said in a telephone int e rvie w.

We iss con c urred with an edito ria l in the
Jo urnal of the National Can cer Institute that
called for more res earch into the problem .

Howeve r, bot h the edito ria l and Wei ss
noted eve n a 50-per-cent inc rea s e in risk is
slig ht in the con tex t of this kin d of study.

This is becau se the res ult s of epi dem io-
logi c studie s may hav e been due to a variety
of facto rs, inclu ding bia s, rat her than bei ng
specific a l ly cau sed by one facto r, such as in-
du c e d abor tio n.

We iss added he does not see a rea son for
great pub lic alarm about the study res ult s.

"I personally wou ld not be alarmed be-
caus e I know that this study wil l ne e d to be
repli c ated and may not necessarily reflect
the true state of affairs," said Wei ss.

The study was fun d ed by the United
St ates Nation a l Canc e r Institute.

REUTER

W
omen unde r ag e 45 who have abortio ns cou ld hav e a 50-per-cent hig her
risk of dev elo ping bre ast cancer than othe r women in that age group, re-
searche rs repor ted We dnesday.
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