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LON DON Po or AID S vi cti ms die sooner
than wea lthy ones, study saysPoor men wit h AIDS hav e almos t a

two -thir ds gre ater risk of dying wit hin
10 years than wealthie r men who also hav e
the dis ease, a Cana dian study says .

The res earch team , le d by Prof. Mar tin
Sche chter of the Unive rsity of Britis h Colu m-
bia in Vancouver, studied 364 gay men for
10 years begi nning in Nov ember 1982.

At the star t of the study, 234 were HIV
posit ive and 130 became infected lat e r with
the vir us thou ght to cau se AIDS.

"The res earche rs fou nd that men on low
in comes at enrol ment had a worse surviv a l
than those on hig her incomes," said the
study pub lis hed in today’s edition of the
Lancet me dical jour nal.

"Men on low incomes had a 63 per cent
greater chanc e of death from AIDS by De-
cember 1993 (the end of the study) than
thos e on higher incomes." The res earche rs

defin ed a low income as les s than $10 ,000
Cdn a ye ar. They said that at the beginning
of the study, the pov erty lev el for a single
ma n livi ng alon e in met ropoli tan are as of
Cana da wa s below $9,400.

Of the study group, 169 men deve loped
full-blown AIDS and 135 men died dur ing
the 10-ye ar study.
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