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BEHIN D THE NUMBER S / The findings of abuse wer e so upsetting that som e in ter vie wer s burned out____________________________________________________________________________

Vi o lence sur vey takes toll on staff
By ALANNA MITCHELL

Social Trends Reporter

C
ANADA’ S first nation a l
survey on viole n ce
ag ain st women was so

harrow ing to con duct that the
30 fem ale int e rvie wers had
we ekly ses sio ns wit h a psy-
chologi st dur ing the five mon ths
it went on.

They were als o scre ene d by
the psychologi st before they got
the jobs , said Hol ly Johnson,
St atis ti cs Cana da proje ct mana -
ge r fo r the sur vey. They had to
be able to handle hig h leve ls of
st res s and display exc ellent cop -
ing skills, she said.

Neve rtheles s, becaus e of the
large amoun t of viole n ce repor-
ted, some of the int e rvie wers
burned out and many more left
fo r ot he r jo b s.

In the sur vey, 12, 300 randomly
chosen Cana dian women were
tele phone d and aske d whet her
they had exper ienc e d phys ical
or sex ual viole n ce as adult s.
The int e rvie w s, rangi ng from 15
minu t es to three hou rs, took
place bet ween Feb ruary and
Ju ne after more than a year of
testing and con sul tation s with
women’s rig hts advocat es.

The sur vey is the first of its
type in the world and Canada’s
mos t co mpreh e nsive on the sub -
je ct.

Howeve r, it has been harshly
cr iti cized by women’s groups.
Ma ny fel t that adequ ate statis ti cs
we re alrea dy availa ble and that the
$1.9 -mil lio n it cos t to carry out

the sur vey shoul d have been spent
on hel ping victims of viole n ce.

"The bottom lin e is , the
money’s been spent, now wil l
women be believe d?" Susan
Bazi lli, a lawyer with the Met ro
Ac tion Com mitt e e on Pub lic Vio -
le n ce aga inst Women and Chil d-
re n in Toron t o, said yest e r day.

Ac tivi sts have als o spoke n ou t
ag ain st a $10 -millio n fe deral
gove rnm e n t panel whose repor t
on sto rie s of viole n ce aga inst
women was relea s ed in July.

Wo m e n’s groups feare d the
St ats can survey wou ld produ c e
ev idenc e that a low number of
women are assau lted . They
we re als o conc e rne d that the in-
ter vie w s themselves woul d put
women at risk, especia l ly if they
we re in the company of an
ab use r when the phone rang.

"I t’s an ext rem ely traum atic ex-
perienc e. Do they say : Thanks
fo r your tim e,’ and hang up? " Ms.
Bazi lli said.

Almos t on e-quarter of the
women sur veyed who repor ted
assau lts to the int e rvie wer had
neve r told anyone about them .

Bu t Karen Rog ers, a senior
analys t who wor ked on the sur-
ve y, said ext ensiv e advanc e test-
ing indicated that women did
not appear to flock to com mu-
nity-ser vic e or ganization s in dis -
tres s after thei r in ter vie w s .

Some groups were als o cr iti-
cal of the sur vey becau se it did
not cap ture dat a fr om women
who do not speak Fre n c h or
Englis h. It als o fa ile d to reach

women in Cana da’s Nor th; those
who do not own a tele phone; or
thos e in shelt e rs for batt e red
women.

Howeve r, it is stil l consid ere d
st atis ti c a l ly repre sent ative of Ca-
na dian women.

St ats can will pub lis h mo re data
fr om the sur vey in March.

DEFINITION
OF VIOLENCE

The sur vey defined violen ce as an exper ien ce of physi cal or sexua l

assa ult that is con sis tent wit h lega l definitions of these offen ces and

coul d be acte d on by a police officer.

Se xual Assault
---------------------------------------------

The sur vey aske d two que s tion s
abou t sexu al assau lt by men othe r
than husbands or com mon -law
hu sbands:

1. "Ha s a (ma le strang er, dat e or
boyfriend, other man known to you)
ev er forced you or att emp ted to force
you into any sex ual activ ity by threat-
ening you, hol d ing you dow n or hur t-
ing you in some way?"

2. "Ha s a (ma le strang er, dat e or
boyfriend, other man known to you)
ev er tou che d you aga inst your wil l in
any sex ual way, such as unw ant e d
touching, grabbing, kis sing or
fo ndling? "

Wife Assault
---------------------------------------------

Wo m e n we re aske d a ser ies of que s-
tion s abou t whet her thei r hu sband or
co mmon-law husband had don e cer-
tain viole n t things. Viole n t action s
coun ted inclu ded thes e:

• thre atene d to hit you wit h his fist or
anyt hing els e that cou ld hur t you;

• thrown any thing at you that cou ld
hu rt you;

• push ed, grabbed or shove d you;

• sl apped you;

• kick ed, bit or hit you wit h his fist;

• hit you wit h so m ething that cou ld

hu rt you;

• beat you up;

• choke d you;

• thre atene d to use or use d a gun or
knife on you;

• fo rced you into any sex ual acti-
vity when you did not want to
by threatening you, hol d ing you
down, or hur ting you in some way.

Phys ical Assault
-------------------------------------------

The sur vey aske d two que s tion s
abou t phys ical assau lt by men othe r
then husbands or com mon -law
hu sbands.

1. "No w, I’m goi ng to ask you some
qu estio ns about phy sical att ack s you
may hav e ha d si nce the age of 16 .
By this I mean any use of force
su ch as bei ng hit, sla pped, kicke d
or grabbed, to bei ng beat en, knife d
or shot. Has a (ma le strang er, dat e
or boyfr iend, other man known to
you) eve r phys ically att ack ed you?"

2. "The nex t fe w qu estio ns are about
face -to -face thre ats you may hav e
ex per ienc e d. By threats I mean any
time you hav e been threatene d with
phys ical harm, sin ce you were 16.
Ha s a (ma le strang er, dat e or boy-
fr iend, other man known to you)
ev er threatene d to harm you? Did
you believe he wou ld do it?"
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