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50% of wom e n report assaults
__________________________________

Grou nd-break ing Stat scan sur vey finds viole n ce per vasiv e

BY ALANNA MITCHELL
Social Trends Reporter

Mo re than half of Cana dian women have
been phy sically or sex ually assau lted at lea st
on ce in their adult liv es, the mos t co mpre-
hensive sur vey eve r un d ertaken of viole n ce
ag ain st women shows.

Ba s ed on telephone int e rvie w s with
12,300 women, the Statis ti cs Cana da survey
fo und assau lt of women by men so endemic
that it has become the statis ti c a l no rm:
Fifty-one per cent say it has hap pen ed to
them . Na t ion -wide, that wou ld mean more
than five mil lio n adul t women.

One in 10 said they had been assau lted in
the 12 mon ths befo re they were pol led. That
woul d be more than one mil lio n women in
Cana da.

Ne arly one att ack in five (18 per cent) wa s
viole n t en oug h to inj ure the woman phy si-
cally. Of thes e, 28 per cent necessit ated me-
dical att entio n.

The figure s we re gre et e d with ang er. "It
is absolu t ely unaccep table that women have
to liv e live s of ter ror – absolu t ely unaccep t-
able," said Sun era Thobani, pre sid e n t of the
Na t ion a l Ac tion Com mitt e e on the Status of
Wo m e n, the cou ntr y’s large s t women’s group.
"This is a nation a l cr isi s . We need [the gov-
er nment] to take cle ar actio n."

Bo b Glo sso p, co-ordin at or of progr ams
and res earch for the Vanier Ins titute of the
Fa m ily in Ott awa, said viole n ce is "so wid e-
spre ad that no one can any longe r tr y to dis-
miss this as a phen omen on that doesn’t
touch them. Inde e d, it is a phen omen on
that is endemic."

In spi te of sugge s tion s that the ext ent of
viole n ce aga inst women has been exagg era -
ted, the sur vey fou nd it more per vasiv e than
prev i ous studie s on a sma l ler scale had don e.

"This has to force the gov ernment to take
this ser iou sly ", said Gle n d a Si mms, pre sid e n t
of the Canadian Advis ory Cou nci l on the
St atus of Women. "We hav e an epi dem i c on
ou r hands and no one was lis tening. People
we re sayi ng we were ove r dramatizing."

(Speak ing to repor ters in Vancouver yest e r-
day after noon, Prime Min is ter Jean Chrétien
said he cou ld not com ment on the sur vey
becaus e he had not been briefed on its con -
tents.)

The women int e rvie wed were 18 years and
ol d er and randomly chosen.

They were aske d a ser ies of que s tion s de -
sign ed to eli cit whether, sin ce the age of 16,
they had suf fered an assau lt that wou ld

be con sid ere d an offenc e un d er the Criminal
Code. Women who spoke neit her Englis h
no r French were not int e rvie wed .

The sur vey fou nd women were mos t li kely
to be assau lted by men they knew. Alm o st
half (45 per cent) of those int e rvie wed said
they had been assau lted by dat es, boy-
fr iends, husbands, friends, family members
or other men famili ar to them.

Almos t a thi rd (29 per cent) of those who
we re mar rie d or had been mar rie d repor ted
being assau lted by a husband . (The figure in-
cludes com mon -law mar riage s). That wou ld
mean a stag ger ing 2.6 mil lio n Cana dian wo-
men have been the victim of wife assau lt.

"I t is a tragi c portrait of how, for far too
ma ny people, famili es are pos sib ly the mos t
dange rou s place for them to be," Dr. Glo s-
so p said.

Vi olenc e wa s repor ted mo re or les s ev enly
across eve ry socioecon omic group and age
catego ry. The re was one marke d exceptio n :
Wo m e n ag ed 18-24 were more than twic e
as likely to repor t viole n ce in the previous
ye ar as were olde r women – 27 per cent in
the you ng er group said they had been assau l-
ted .

Ma ny women had exper ienc e d viole n ce
mo re than onc e in their liv es. Alm o st 60 per
cent who said they had been sex ually assau l-
ted repor ted mo re than one att ack. Sixty-
thre e per cent of those assau lted by a  husband
or for mer husband had been att ack ed more
than onc e. One thi rd said the re had been
mo re than 10 att ack s.

The sur vey showe d marriage was a dange r-
ou s place for many. Fifteen per cent of mar-
ried women said their pre sent husband had
att ack ed them.

Almos t half – 48 per cent – of women
who had been mar rie d prev i ously had been
att ack ed by the par tner dur ing the mar riage.
Three -qu arters of those said they had been
assau lted more than onc e, and 41 per cent
mo re than 10 tim e s.

"May be this is offer ing us a clu e abou t why
marriage s are bre a king dow n," said Hol ly
Jo hnson, Stat scan’s manage r of the sur vey.

Mo re than a thi rd whose husbands had
att ack ed them had feare d fo r thei r live s. Wea -
pons were use d by 44 per cent of viole n t
hu sbands.

Preg n a n cy did not protect women. More
than one in five (21 per cent) of those att ack-
ed by a husband had been att ack ed while
preg n a n t.

The sur vey als o fo und that alc ohol playe d

a huge par t in viole n ce. Men had been drink-
ing before more than 40 per cent of att ack s.
Wo m e n whos e hu sbands drank at lea st fo ur
times a week ran triple the risk of assau lt of
thos e whos e hu sbands did not drink. Thos e
whos e hu sbands drank heavi ly were at six
times the risk.

Ju s t 14 per cent of all the incid e n t s cata -
logued by the sur vey were repor ted to poli ce.
In only 9 percent did the women con tact a
soci al-ser vic e ag enc y. Rou ghly 22 per cent
of woman who had been assau lted said they
ha d told no one about it before the Stats can
qu estio ner aske d.

The sur vey als o document e d a cycle of vio -
le n ce bet ween gen eration s. Wo m e n whos e
fa the rs-in -law were viole n t we re three tim e s
as likely to be assau lted by their husbands
as those whose fat hers-in -law were not vio -
le n t. The sur vey als o fo und that 39 percent
of women in viole n t marriage s said their
chil dre n ha d witnes s ed an assau lt.

The statis ti cs led obs ervers to call for im-
me diat e action from the newly ele cted Libe-
ral gov ernment.

Dr. Sim ms of the advis ory cou nci l said
Mr. Chrétien must for mally appoi nt a min is-
ter of women’s issues, to sit at the cabin et
table. She said the res ult s of the sur vey
have implication s fo r the dep artments of jus-
ti ce, health and financ e.

Ms. Thobani said the fact that so few wo-
men are repor ting assau lt means that the re
ou ght to be change s in the justic e syst em.
Sh e also called for more mon ey to be giv en
to anti-viole n ce groups.

"I think we need to be way bey ond convi n-
ci ng people that the problem exi sts," she said.

Sh eila Fin estone, secret ary of state for the
st atus of women, issued a statement sayi ng
that the Liberal gov ernment is com mitt e d to

• 51 per cent of Cana dian women have ex-
perienc e d viole n ce sin ce the age of 16 .

• 29 per cent of mar rie d or for merly mar-
ried women were assau lted by their husbands.

• Almos t 60 per cent who said they had
been sex ually assau lted were att ack ed more
than onc e.

• 48 per cent of those who had been mar-
ried previously had been att ack ed dur ing mar-
riag e by the husbands.

• Wo m e n with viole n t fa the rs-in -law were
thre e times more likely to be assau lted than
ot he r women.

• 18 per cent of the att ack s we re viole n t
en oug h to caus e phys ical inj ury.
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"s a fe homes and safe streets" and to finding solutio ns to viole n ce.

The sur vey res ult s we re statis ti c a l ly likely to be accur ate within 1.2
perc ent age poi nts upward or dow nward, 19 tim e s in 20. DEFINITION

OF VIOLENCE
The sur vey defined violen ce as an exper ien ce of physi cal or sexua l

assa ult that is con sis tent wit h lega l definitions of these offen ces and

coul d be acte d on by a police officer.

Se xual Assault
---------------------------------------------

The sur vey aske d two que s tion s
abou t sexu al assau lt by men othe r
than husbands or com mon -law
hu sbands:

1. "Ha s a (ma le strang er, dat e or
boyfriend, other man known to you)
ev er forced you or att emp ted to force
you into any sex ual activ ity by threat-
ening you, hol d ing you dow n or hur t-
ing you in some way?"

2. "Ha s a (ma le strang er, dat e or
boyfriend, other man known to you)
ev er tou che d you aga inst your wil l in
any sex ual way, such as unw ant e d
touching, grabbing, kis sing or fon dling? "

Wife Assault
---------------------------------------------

Wo m e n we re aske d a ser ies of que s-
tion s abou t whet her thei r hu sband or
co mmon-law husband had don e cer-
tain viole n t things. Viole n t action s
coun ted inclu ded thes e:

• thre atene d to hit you wit h his fist or
anyt hing els e that cou ld hur t you;

• thrown any thing at you that cou ld
hu rt you;

• push ed, grabbed or shove d you;

• sl apped you;

• kick ed, bit or hit you wit h his fist;

• hit you wit h so m ething that cou ld

hu rt you;

• beat you up;

• choke d you;

• thre atene d to use or use d a gun or
knife on you;

• fo rced you into any sex ual acti-
vity when you did not want to
by threatening you, hol d ing you
down, or hur ting you in some way.

Phys ical Assault
-------------------------------------------

The sur vey aske d two que s tion s abou t
phys ical assau lt by men othe r than
hu sbands or com mon -law husbands.

1. "No w, I’m goi ng to ask you some
qu estio ns about phy sical att ack s you
may hav e ha d si nce the age of 16 .
By this I mean any use of force such
su ch as bei ng hit, sla pped, kicke d
or grabbed, to bei ng beat en, knife d
or shot. Has a (ma le strang er, dat e
or boyfr iend, other man known to
you) eve r phys ically att ack ed you?"

2. "The nex t fe w qu estio ns are about
face -to -face thre ats you may hav e
ex per ienc e d. By threats I mean any
time you hav e been threatene d with
phys ical harm, sin ce you were 16.
Ha s a (ma le strang er, dat e or boy-
fr iend, other man known to you)
ev er threatene d to harm you? Did
you believe he wou ld do it?"

WHO GETS HURT IN JUST ONE YEAR
Number of women 18 years and ove r who hav e ex per ienc e d viole n ce
in the past 12 mon ths

Sour ce: Statis tics Canada

To tal women victimizedTo tal fem ale
popula t ion (past 12 mon ths)

To tal: 10 ,498,000 1,016 ,000 10%

Ag e group: 18 -24 1,315,000 353,000 27
25 -34 2, 338,000 331,000 14
35 -44 2, 256,000 191,000 8
45 -54 1,628,000 91,000 6
55 and ove r 2,961,000 49,000 2

Ho useho ld incom e:

Less than $15,000 1,324,000 166,000 13
$1 5 ,000 -$29,999 1,860,000 198,000 11
$30,000 -59,999 3,580,000 312,000 9
$60,000 or more 2,036,000 197,000 10
No t st ated/Don’t know 1,698,000 142,000 8

Educat ion:

Less than hig h school diplo ma 2,7 47,000 207,000 8
High school diplo ma 2,805,000 260,000 9
Some pos t se con d ary edu cation 3,299,000 401,000 12
Un ive rsity deg ree 1,628,000 148,000 9

The article EM9357 reprint e d ov erleaf and above is use d in Chapt e r 1 of the STAT 231 Cou rse Mat e ria ls , in Fig ure 2.2b of
the STAT 332 Course Mat e ria ls and in Statis ti c a l Highlig ht #45.
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HOW MARRIED WOMEN ARE HURT
Propor tio n of Cana da’s 9 mil lio n women who have eve r been
marrie d or liv ed com mon -law, who repor ted assau lt by a par tner
(18 years and ove r)

Sour ce: Statis tics Canada

To tal viole n ce* 29%

Push ed, grabbed, shove d 25%

Threatene d 19 %

Sla pped 15 %

Threw something 11 %

Kick ed, bit, hit 11 %

Be aten up 9%

Sexu ally assau lted 8%

Choke d 7%

Hit wit h so m ething 6%

Us ed gun or knife 5%

*Figure s do not add to 100% becau se of mul t i p le respons es


