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Po lling the polle d
With mil lio ns of Ame ricans bei ng survey-

ed annually by pol lst e rs, the U.S. res earch
fir m ICR – whi c h conducts a weekly na-
tion a l study – decid ed to ask 1,006 ran -
domly selected respondents why they were

re sponding to que s tion s. The answe rs (mo re
than one was per mit ted, so the percen-
tage s tot al mo re than 100): "I’m a nic e per-
son" (abou t 25 per cent of repli es) ; "Tim ing
is eve ryt hing" (20 per cent); "I’m nosy" (15);
"You hav e a lov ely voi ce," "It was a gre at op-
portun ity to share infor mation," "I didn’t see

any harm in it" and "The que s tion s we re so
in teresting" (11 per cent each); "I’ve don e
this mys elf – I know what you’r e go ing
throug h" (10 per cent).
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