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Ne i g hbo urs perple xed by study
By MICHAEL-ALLAN MARION

Specia l to The Spect ato r

OAKVILLE – Resid e n t s near Pet ro-Ca -
na da’s Bront e refin ery say they can’t unde r-
st and how a study cou ld hav e fa ile d to link
odou rs from the company’s operation s to the
ma ny medical problems they say they are
suffer ing.

"A s soon as you open the door it hit s you
li ke a br ick wall," Susan Graham , a resid e n t
in a Halton Hou sing Author ity complex near
the sit e, said in front of 100 resid e n t s and
Petro-Cana da em p l oye es at a pub lic meet-
ing last nig ht.

Sh e wa s among sev eral resid e n t s to vent
thei r contin ued frust r ation at the company’s
odou r abat ement pla n, which they say isn’t
wo rking.

They als o we re ang ry at a study of health
co mplaints con duct e d by Dr. Dou g Si der, an

affiliat e of McM ast e r Un ive rsity’s Ins titute
of Env ironm e n t and Health.

Dr. Sid er said his study of 390 famili es
livi ng in three zon es aroun d the refi ner y
fo und a hig h in cid e n ce of repor ted health
and lifestyle problems att rib u t e d to the refi-
ne ry’s odours.

It als o fo und that resid e n t s in one are a
who hav e fe wer econ omic oppor tun ities to
le ave were 1.5 to three tim e s mo re li kely to
co mplain of problems such as cou ghing,
so re throat s and naus ea.

The study recom mende d so m e im prove -
ments in a con tin ued abatement and com -
mu nity mon ito ring progr am .

Bu t it cou ld find no cau se-ef fect link.

He said finding a link is diffic ult becau se
the study depende d on repor ted proble ms
rather than medical records.

Ji m Dohe ry, who liv es on the Bur lington

si de of Bur loa k Driv e, didn’t buy that.

"I use d to see may be a few people wit h
puffers (inhalers) . Bu t in the past eig ht years
mo re kids are usi ng thes e things than they
sh oul d," said Mr. Dohe rty, who also liv es in
the nearby Halton Hou sing proje ct.

"I get hea daches and I have to hel p a
woman feed her kids when her hea daches
ge t too bad for her".

Re n ate Bekkers, of Tansley Drive, want e d
to know if more valve s at the refi ner y are
open ed at nig ht.

"That’s when I get sick to my stomach,"
sh e said.

Petro-Cana da spoke sma n Bo b Gillespi e said
"we’d be crazy to operate that way. We’d be
li kely to ang er more people at nig ht when
they’r e at home from wor k."
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