EM9343:

University of Waterloo

The Ottawa Citizen, October 22, 1993, page A2

How the poll was conducted

In its election poll for Southam News and
CTV, the Angus Reid Group interviewed
3,329 Canadians of voting age by telephone
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday nights.

To counter resistance from respondents
watching the World Series, about 40 per cent
of the interviews were conducted Monday —
when there was no game — with the remain-
ing portion distributed evenly over the follow-
ing two evenings.

The pollsters, also worried about resis-
tance from respondents not wanting to be
surveyed by political parties, clearly stated
the poll was being conducted for the media
for release later in the week.

To get the 3,329 interviews, the polling firm
made more than 20,000 calls. But more than

half the calls were placed to businesses, fax
machines or numbers no longer in service.
The remaining non-respondents were either
not home, refused to be interviewed or
could not speak French or English.

In the end, Reid interviewed 498 respon-
dents in British Columbia, 501 in Alberta, 198
in Saskatchewan, 201 in Manitoba, 615 in
Ontario, 597 in Quebec, 202 in New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia, 197 in Newfound-
land, 93 in Prince Edward Island and 25 in
the Yukon and Northwest Territories.

Several provinces were intentionally over-
sampled to provide a more accurate regional
picture of voter behavior However, when
calculating national results, the numbers were
statistically weighted to reflect the actual re-
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gional, age and sex distribution of Canada’s
population based on the 1991 census.

Nineteen times in 20, the overall results of
a poll of this size are considered accurate to
within two percentage points, plus or minus,
of what they would have been had the entire
adult population been asked the same ques-
tions

Margins of error for provinces are larger
— four percentage points in Ontario and
Quebec, 4.5 points in Alberta and B.C., 10
points in PE.I. and seven points in the other
provinces.

Questions about the Bloc Québécois were
generally limited to Quebec respondents and
those about the Reform party to the rest of
Canada. The margin of error for Canada,
excluding Quebec, is 2.5 points.
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