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How the poll was con du cte d
In its ele ction pol l fo r Southam News and

CTV, the Angus Rei d Group int e rvie wed
3, 329 Cana dians of voting age by telephone
on Mon d ay, Tue sday and Wednesday nig hts.

To cou nter resis tanc e fr om respondents
wa tching the World Ser ies, about 40 per cent
of the int e rvie w s we re con duct e d Mo nday –
when the re was no game – wit h the rem ain -
ing por tio n dist rib u t e d ev enly ove r the fol low-
ing two eve n ing s.

The pol lst e rs, also wor rie d abou t re sis -
tanc e fr om respondents not wanting to be
surveyed by poli tical par tie s , cle arly stated
the pol l wa s being con duct e d fo r the media
fo r rele ase lat e r in the week.

To get the 3,329 int e rvie w s, the pol ling firm
ma de more than 20,000 calls. But more than

half the calls were placed to busin esses, fax
machin es or numbers no longe r in ser vic e.
The rem ain ing non -re spondents were eit her
not home, ref use d to be int e rvie wed or
coul d not speak Fre n c h or Englis h.

In the end, Rei d in ter vie wed 498 respon-
dents in Britis h Colu mbia, 501 in Alber ta,198
in Sask at chewa n, 201 in Manitoba, 615 in
Ontario, 597 in Quebec, 202 in New Bruns -
wick and Nov a Scotia, 197 in Newfo und -
la n d, 93 in Princ e Edward Isl and and 25 in
the Yukon and Nor thwe s t Te rrito rie s.

Seve r al provi nces were int entio nally ove r-
sampled to provi de a  more accur ate regio nal
pi cture of vot e r behavio r. Howeve r, when
calcula t i ng nation a l re sul ts, the numbers were
st atis ti c a l ly weighted to reflect the actual re-

gio nal, age and sex dis tributio n of Cana da’s
popula t ion base d on the 1991 census.

Nineteen tim e s in 20, the ove r all res ult s of
a pol l of this size are consid ere d accur ate to
within two percent age poi nts, plu s or min u s ,
of what they wou ld hav e been had the entire
adul t popula t ion been aske d the same que s-
tion s

Margin s of error for provi nces are large r
– fou r perc ent age poi nts in Ont ario and
Quebec, 4.5 poi nts in Alber ta and B.C., 10
poin t s in P.E.I. and sev en poi nts in the othe r
prov inc es.

Questio ns about the Bloc Québécois were
ge nerally lim ited to Quebec respondents and
thos e abou t the Refor m party to the rest of
Cana da. The margi n of error for Cana da,
excluding Quebec, is 2.5 poi nts.
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