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Gun in hom e tr iples murder risk
BOSTON (Reuter) – Hav ing a gun in the

home nearly triples the likelihood that some -
on e will be mur dered and the victim is usu-
ally a family member or clo se friend, a
study of 388 homicid e s in three U.S. states
in d i c ates.

The res earch , publis hed in Wednesday’s
is s ue of the Ne w Engl and Jou rnal of Medi-
ci ne, appears to con tradict the wid e-sprea d
beli ef that keepi ng a gun at home is an ef-
fe ctive means of personal protection.

"This study shows that the practic e is
coun terproductive," said the res earch team ,
le d by Dr. Arthu r Keller mann of the Unive r-
sity of Tennesse e at Memphis.

The study involved an inv estig a t ion of the
caus es of homicid e s in Tennesse e, Ohio and
Wa shington state.

The res earch team fou nd that the likeli-
hood of a homicid e in the home ris es when
il lega l dr ugs are use d there or when phy si-

cal fights occur red.

Bu t after res earche rs adj ust e d the dat a fo r
dr ug use and fighting, they fou nd that the
risk of homicid e wa s 2.7 tim e s higher in
homes wit h guns than in homes wit hou t.

"Despi te the wid ely hel d beli ef that gun s
are effective for protection, our result s sug-
ge s t that they actually pos e a sub stantia l
thre at to members of the hous ehold," Kel ler-
ma nn and his col le ag ues con clu ded .

At the same tim e, a study of cases in-
volv ing forced ent ry showe d that hav ing a
gun in the home offered lit tle protection.

Keller mann’s team reache d it s conclu sio ns
by gat her ing infor mation from people clo se
to the victims, and from unrela ted people in
the same neighbourhood who share d the
same age, race and sex as the victims.

Jo urnal edito r Dr. Jerome Kassirer wrote
in an accompanyi ng edito ria l that the find -
ings poi nt out the need for stronge r gun

cont rol law s and built-in improve ments in
firearm safety such as coded safety locks to
prev ent accid e n tal firing.

Su ch con trols are strongly oppos ed by the
Na t ion a l Rifle Association, the maj or U.S.
gun lobby group.

Even if str ict e r cont rol s are ado pt e d, the
passio n fo r guns wou ld likely persi st, Kassi-
re r said.

He cit e d a letter from a West Coa st sur-
geon who told of hav ing "to go from the
operating room to tel l a you ng coup le that
thei r li ttle boy was dea d " – shot while play-
ing wit h his fat her’s handgun.

"The mot he r collap a s ed into tears," the sur-
geon wrote. "The fat her, who told me he was
an NRA member, did not cry, but became
vi sib ly ang ry, sayi ng: ‘I tau ght the dumb kid
how to use it rig ht’".
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