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Defic it out ran ks jobs in poll
________________________________________________

Mo st vot e rs opt to hang tou gh
HUGH WINSOR

Par lia m e ntary Bure au

OTTAWA – Alt hou gh job cre ation has become a cen-
tral issue in the ele ction campaig n, Cana dians don’t
wa n t gove rnm e n t-sponso re d solu tio ns if it means in-
crea sing the deficit, a new Glob e and Mai l/ComQue s t
Re search Group Pol l sh ows.

Aske d to choos e between an economic approach
that con cent r ated on defi cit reduction and one that
st res s ed train ing and job progr ams, eve n if it means an
in cre ase in the deficit, mos t re spondents opt e d fo r a
hang-toug h poli cy on defi cit s rather than progr ams to
stimulat e the economy.

This cau tio n – expre sse d in the pol l of 1,446 elig ible
vo ters taken in the first week of the ele ction campaig n
– may exp lain why neit her the Liberals nor the New De-
mocr ats have been able to make poli tical mile age wit h
thei r jo b creation pro pos a ls, eve n thou gh they hav e targe-
ted the issue that vot e rs say is upper mos t in their minds.

A pro pos ed inv est ment of $6-bil lio n ov er two years
to improve mun i cip al inf rastr ucture such as roa ds, brid-
ge s and sewag e-tre atment and wat e r plants is a par t of
the economic pla tfo rm Liberal Lea de r Je a n Chrétie n
reve a led on Wednesday. The New Dem ocr ats have als o
propos ed a job -creation plan to stimulat e the economy.

Bu t the attitudes expre sse d in The Globe Poll exp lain
why, when they rev ealed thei r plat for m, the Liberals
put so much stres s on their asse rtion that their ove r all
prog ram wil l re duce rather than inc rea s e the defi cit.

In the sample as a whole, 52 per cent of respondents
chose the deficit-cutting optio n while only 39 per cent
chose job cre ation (a slig ht hardening of opi nio n si nce
a Glob e Poll in March). The rest were unde cid ed.

The sur vey als o sh owe d that people who identifie d
themselves as Liberal sup por ters are alm o st eve nly di-
vi ded on the que s tion, wit h 45 per cent wanting to
hang tou gh on defi cit poli cie s and 47 per cent fav o ur-
ing a more int e rve n tio nis t poli cy.

As mig ht be expected, more Con ser vative sup por t-
ers (62 per cent) and Refor m Party sup por ters (72 per
cent) wa n t contin ued empha sis on defi cit reduction.
Even 38 per cent of the New Dem ocr ats opt e d fo r
deficit cutting ove r jo b creation.

Re spons es on thes e poli cy choic es we re als o influ-
enc e d by regio n, job status, income lev el and edu cation.
Re spondents from Atlantic Canada and Quebec were
mo re dispos ed toward job cre ation, as were unemplo yed
re spondents. But people wit h full-tim e jo b s, especi-
ally in the upper income and edu cation brack ets, were
mo re conc e rne d abou t the defi cit.

The ove r all res ult s of the pol l sugg est the re is some

ambiguity among voters on this issue in
the ele ction campaig n, an amb iguity that
se ems rela ted to whether job -creation
prog rams wou ld inc rea s e the defi cit.

When aske d what was the single mos t
im por tant poli cy or issue that wil l deter-
mine how they wou ld vot e on ele ction
day, three tim e s as many respondents
said unemplo ym e n t and job -creation
poli cie s as cit e d the defi cit. And an
ev en sma l ler pro por tio n cited taxe s , the
is s ue that is usually linke d to deficit s.

The res ult s sugg est that Liberal and
NDP strategi sts have targe ted the rig ht
election issue, but so far they hav e ha d
diffic ulty linking their par tie s and lea d-
ers to it in a posit ive way, at lea st du r-
ing the early par t of the campaig n. (The

Glob e survey was complet e d befo re the
Li berals’ maj or pla tfo rm annou ncement.)

Cons ervative Lea de r Kim Campbell,
who has insis ted that the deficit must
be reduced before jobs can be cre ated,
is stil l ou tscor ing Mr. Chré tie n and
NDP Lea de r Au drey McLaug hli n in
vo ter perceptio ns of their ability to
ma n age the economy. When attitudes
on the broader econ omic que s tion s are
co mbin ed wit h the speci fi c re spons es to
election issues, the strategi c challenge
faci ng the Liberals becomes especi ally
cle ar. The Liberals wil l have to do a bet-
ter job of associating their lea de r with a
non-inflation ary job -creation approach
in order to make ele cto r al ga ins.

Inve st Cut the Don’t
in jobs defic it Neither know

All of Cana da 39% 52% 6% 3%

Me n 32 60 6 2
Wo m e n 45 45 6 4

Ag e : 18 -34 44 52 4 1
35 -44 36 57 6 1
45 -54 37 54 7 2
55 -64 43 44 7 7
65+ 30 50 11 10

29% who woul d vo te PC 34 62 2 2
26% voting Liberal 47 45 5 3

9% voting Refor m 22 72 5 1
8% voting BQ 44 48 7 1
6% voting NDP 53 38 6 3
1% voting Nation a l 33 41 20 6

20% who woul dn’t vot e
or were stil l un d eci ded 37 44 10 8

HOW TO IMPRO VE THE ECONOMY

As you probably know, Cana da is facing some choic es abou t which
direction s to take regarding the economy. Whi c h on e of the fol low ing
two approaches is clo sest to your vie w?

• The gov ernment shoul d inve s t money in job progr ams and train ing
to improve the economy, eve n if it means inc rea sing the deficit, OR

• The gov ernment shoul d conc ent r ate on reducing the deficit and
le ave it to private busi nes s and inv esto rs to cre ate jobs.

If a federal ele ction were bei ng held today, whi c h on e of the fol low ing
partie s woul d you vot e fo r?
(If unde cid ed): Is the re a par ty you are leaning toward?

Colu mns may not add to 100% becau se of rou nding.
Sour ce: Globe Pol l, Sep tember, 1993.

The Globe Poll is a sur vey of 1,446 Cana dian cit i-
zens 18 years old and ove r in the 10 provi nces, con -
du cted from Sep t. 8  to 14 by ComQuest Res earch
Group, a div isi on of BBM Bure au of Mea s urement.

The sample for the pol l is base d on lis ted tele -

phon e numbers. Homes were selected randomly
fr om this lis t and one person was randomly selec-
ted within each hou seh old to be int e rvie wed . No
subs titutio ns were allowe d. Dat a fr om the int e r-
vie w s we re adj ust e d to reflect the age, sex ual and

regio nal composit ion of Cana da, base d on the
1991 census.

The size of the sample is expected to yield a re-
fle ction of all Canadian vot e rs to an accur acy of plu s
or min u s 2.6 perc ent age poi nts 19 tim e s ou t of 20.
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