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St reet drug use waning in Metro
______________________________________

Bu t re searche rs say size of problem among you t hs rules out complacenc y

BY GAY ABBAE
Re giona l Po lice Reporter

TORONTO – Drug use among the youths
who frequ ent the stre ets of Met ro is decli n-
ing but, compare d with the con sump tion by
young people stil l in school , it rem ain s ve ry
high , according to respons es to a new sur vey.

Althou gh statis ti cs sugge s t that drug-
aw are nes s prog rams are hav ing some im-
pact in the fight aga inst drug abuse, the
thir d annu al repor t of the Met ro Toron t o
Re search Group on Drug Use, relea s ed yes -
terday, war ns aga inst complacenc y.

"We’v e only made a dent in the problem ,"
repor ts Drug Use in Met ro Toron t o.

The dat a we re prep are d by a coa lit ion of
10 age n cie s and organization s, among them
the Addiction Res earch Fou ndation, Met ro
To ron t o Poli ce and the Drug Preve n tio n
Cent re.

Of 217 street you t hs int e rvie wed in 1992,
31 per cent said they had use d cocaine in
the past year, dow n fr om 64 per cent in
1990. The repor ted us e of heroi n among
st e e et you t hs dro pped to 4 per cent from

13 percent ove r the same per iod.

Among Met ro students age d 12 to 19, the
us e of cocaine dro pped 1  per cent to 2.4 per
cent in 1991 from 1989, the use of LSD
dropped 0.6 per cent to 3.9 per cent, and
the use of cannabis dro pped 2.4 per cent to
10 .1 per cent ove r the same per iod, accord -
ing to the respondents.

(Data for the two study groups – street
youth and students – were col lect e d in dif-
fe rent per iods.)

Mark Tay lor, pre sid e n t of the Addiction
Re search Fou ndation, tol d repor ters that the
number of people who sou ght hel p at the
ARF for cocaine addiction ros e to 21.8 per
cent last year from 17.8 per cent in 1991.
And the number of cli ents unde r 26 years of
ag e se eking tre atment for heroi n addiction
jumped to 5 per cent in 1992 from 1 per
cent in 1990.

He als o noted that the number of you ng
cli ents seeking hel p fo r proble ms wit h hallu-
ci nog ens ros e fr om 1  per cent in 1991 to 4 per
cent last year, the large s t in cre ase sin ce 1985.

Althou gh drug use as a whole has decli ned

among bot h st reet you t hs and students, On-
tario’s chief coron er Dr. James You ng said
there has not been a cor responding dro p in
the number of drug-rela ted deaths.

There were 32 heroi n-rela ted deaths repor-
ted in Met ro in the first nine mon ths of
1992. For all of 1990, the last year for
which the repor t give s co mplet e st atis ti cs on
dr ug-rela ted deaths, the re were 40 heroi n-
rela ted deaths. That year a tot al of 166 drug-
rela ted deaths were recorded and inclu ded
us e of cocaine, heroi n, marij uana, sedative s ,
hy pnoti cs and tranquillizers. In 1989, the re
we re 150.

Me tro Poli ce Super int endent Leo Camp-
bell told repor ters that poli ce are conc e rne d
abou t the proli feration of high -potenc y mari-
ju ana on the stre ets.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the pot enc y of
mariju ana was mea s ure d at bet ween 0.5 per
cent to 3 per cent, but in 1992 poli ce hav e
re co r ded lev els as hig h as 18 per cent, Sup t.
Campbell said.

"You can no longe r say it’s just a soft or
mild drug."
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