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Mo st sup por t gay rig hts, pol l says
OTTAWA – Mos t Cana dians believe gays

and lesbia ns shoul d be prot e cted from dis -
cr imination but shoul dn’t be allowe d to lega l-
ly mar r y, says a pol l rele ase d today.

Almos t two out of eve ry three Cana dians,
or 64 per cent, sup por t re c ently int roduced
amendments to the Canadian Hum an Rig hts
Ac t while 28 per cent oppos e them , accord -
ing to the Angus Rei d-Sou t ham News pol l.
Eight per cent were uns ure.

The bil l, tabled after years of promises by
the Con ser vative gov ernment, wou ld add
sexu al orient ation to the lis t of prohibited
gr oun ds of dis crimination in federal jur is-
diction s.

Bu t the change s woul d also defi ne mar-
riag e as the union bet ween a man and a
woman, thu s li mit i ng prot e ction from dis cri-
mination base d on marit al status to opposit e-
sex coup les.

The Rei d poll, con duct e d Ja n. 20-30, fou nd

56 per cent of respondents don’t believe gay
marriage s sh oul d be lega l ly recog n ized, al-
thou gh 37 per cent feel same -sex coup les
sh oul d be inclu ded in the defin ition of mar-
riag e. Sev en per cent were uns ure.

Sup por t fo r ex tending lega l prot e ction from
discrimination is high in all walks of life and
in all par ts of the cou ntr y.

Alberta, whi c h is emb roi led in its own gay
rights con t ove rsy, has the lowe s t suppor t, at
52 per cent, fol lowe d by Manitoba -Saskat-
chewa n (55 per cent), the Atlantic provi nces
(58) and Ont ario (61).

People in Quebec and Britis h Colu mbia –
which alrea dy outlaw dis crimination aga inst
homos exu als – are the mos t ent husia sti c
suppor ters of the change s at 75 and 68 per
cent, respectiv ely.

Sup por t is als o highest among you ng peo -
ple (70 per cent of those bet ween 18 and 34
and 67 per cent of people bet ween 35 and

54) and those wit h higher education (73 per
cent of those wit h a unive rsity deg ree and
67 per cent of those wit h so m e post-secon -
dary edu cation).

Wo m e n are als o mo re in cli ned to sup por t
the change s than men, at 69 per cent versus
58 per cent.

Rei d also fou nd that while more than half
of Cana dians of all poli tical stripes endo rse
the anti-dis crimination change, only 28 per
cent of those who sup por t the Refor m party
ag ree.

The inclu sio n of gay and lesbia n un ion s in
the lega l defin ition of mar riage has the great-
est number of backe rs in Quebec, whe re 42
per cent sup por t it and 54 per cent are oppos -
ed, and among unive rsity graduates, wit h 46
per cent in fav o ur and 47 per cent aga inst.

Cana dians unde r ag e 35 are eve nly div i-
de d on the issue (49 per cent in fav o ur and
45 per cent aga inst).

NO TE: The article EM9311Mo st support gay rig hts, pol l sa ys reprint e d abov e rais es two matt e rs of statis ti c a l in terest.

• In the the con tex t of Chapt e r 13 of the Statis ti cs 231 Cou rse Not es, the abse nce of confid e n ce int e rvals to quantify
the likely mag n itude of sample error.

• Mo re gen erally, the abs enc e of tab ular pre sent ation to make it easie r fo r the rea de r to assim ila te the twenty-six per-
cent age s which are quoted . [Re ade rs may like to hon e thei r sk ills in table con str uction by drawing up a table that
faci lit es a rea de r’s assim ila t ion of the infor mation in the 26 percent age s.]

The article EM9311 reprint e d abov e is use d in Chapt e r 13 of the STAT 231 Cou rse Mat e ria ls and in Fig ure 2.1 9a of the
STAT 332 Course Mat e ria ls.
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