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Most wary of recovery, poll
suggestsFROM GALLUP CANADA

The sig ns of slow economic recov ery don’t
ap pear to be enoug h to convi nce Cana dians
that busin ess con d ition s are improvi ng, a
Gallup sur vey sugge s t s.

Gallup aske d 1,031 adult s "How wou ld you
des cribe busin ess con d ition s in you r regio n?
Wo uld you say they are ver y good, good,
not too good or bad?"

Only 29 per cent of those que s tion ed said
they thoug ht busin ess con d ition s we re ver y
good or good; 69 per cent said they were
not so good or bad while 1 per cent of re-
spon d e n t s did not answe r.

This is, by far, the lowe s t leve l re co r ded
by Gallup Cana da.

During the recessio n in 1982, 40 per cent
of those que s tion ed said they thoug ht busin ess
condition s we re good; 55 per cent of respon-
dents said they were bad and 6 per cent
didn’t know or didn’t answe r. Dur ing the
econ omic boom in 1988, the last tim e Gal-
lu p aske d this que s tion, 73 per cent said they
beli eve d busi nes s condition s we re good while
24 per cent said they were not so good or

bad and 3 per cent didn’t answe r or said
they didn’t know.

Ontarians are the mos t pessim istic in their
answe rs: 24 per cent said they believe d busi-
ness con d ition s we re good, compare d to 74
per cent who didn’t.

In the Prair ies, 25 per cent of respondents
said they con sid er busin ess con d ition s to be
ge nerally good, while 26 per cent in the At-
la n tic provi nces, 33 per cent of Quebecers,
and 48 per cent in Britis h Colu mbia gave
that answe r.

Mo re men than women said they thoug ht
busi nes s condition s we re good, alt hou gh bot h
gr oups were the mino rity. Thi rty-two per
cent of men que s tion ed gav e that answe r,
co mpare d with 27 per cent of women.

To day’s res ults are based on 1,031 tel eph one

in ter vie ws wit h adults, con ducte d Ja n. 13 to

18. A national tel eph one sample of this size
is accurate wit hin a 3.1 per cen t age poi nt mar -

gi n of error, 19 in 20 times. The mar gins of
er ror are hig her for the reg ion s, reflec ting
sm aller sample sizes. For example, in Que-
bec 262 inter vie ws wer e conducte d with a
margin of error of 6.2 per cen t age poi nts, 19
in 20 times.

How would you descr ibe business con d itions

in your region? Would you say the y ar e

ve ry good, good, not too good, or bad?

Can ada

Re giona l br eakdown
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No te: Percent age s may not add exactly to 100,
due to rou nding.

Ve ry good/ No t too Don’t
good good/bad know

Today 29% 69% 1%
1988 73 24 3
1985 66 30 4
1982 40 55 6
1978 61 33 6
1975 58 38 4

At lantic 26% 74%
Quebec 33 65 2%
Ontario 24 74 1

Prair ies 25 72 2
B.C. 48 49 2

TAKING THE PULSE
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