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MDs refuse to report suspected miscon du ct
__________________________________

Fighting ‘tyranny’ of sex-abuse bil l
BY RICHARD MACKIE

Queen’s Par k Bu r eau

TORONTO – Mos t Ontario docto rs say they
will not go along wit h the provi nce’s bid to
requ ire them to repor t the con duct of col le ag-
ue s "t hat cou ld be con sid ere d to have sex ual
ov erton es," according to a sur vey of docto rs.

"We are goi ng to be alm o st afr aid to open
ou r mouths," Dr. Rachel Edn ey, pre sid e n t of
the Col lege of Phy sicia ns and Sur geons of
Ontario, said yest e r day.

Dr. Edn ey said the col lege als o opposes a
se ction of the legisla t ion that wou ld compel
ot he r wo rke rs, such as nurses, to repor t al-
le g ed sex ual abuse by docto rs or other health
profes sio nals.

The sur vey was relea s ed yest e r day as the
college escalat e d it s att emp t s to persua de
the gov ernment to wat e r down pro pos ed
le gisla t ion to fight sex ual abuse by docto rs
and members of the 23 other reg ula ted health -
care profe ssi ons.

Howeve r, the col lege attem pted to put a
mode r ate face on the doct ors’ opposit ion by
sayi ng that alm o st all want mandato ry re-
porting of suspect e d ca s es of sex ual int e r-

course bet ween docto rs and patients.

Furthe r, it said, fou r-fifths of docto rs sup -
port mandato ry repor ting in suspect e d ca s es
of tou ching of a sex ual nature.

The fact that 41per cent of docto rs respon-
ding were in fav o ur of mandato ry repor ting
of sex ually abusive or dem e a n ing rem arks or
behaviour was cit e d as "a con sid erable de-
gree of sup por t" for that pro pos a l.

Bu t the col lege not e d that 70 per cent of
re spondents strongly oppos e requ iring doc-
to rs to repor t colleagues for rem arks or be-
haviour "that cou ld be con sid ere d to have
sexu al ove rtones."

The statis ti cs she cit e d we re compi led by
the col lege and by Insig ht Cana da Re search
of Toron t o. They were base d on a que s tion -
naire sent to the 28,000 docto rs lic enc e d to
practis e in Ont ario, who make up the col-
le g e’s membership.

A tot al of 7,266 que s tionnaires were re-
turned, an exc eptio nally hig h re spons e rate
of 26 per cent, according to Insig ht Cana da

chair man Michael Marzoli ni. He use d
4, 268 que s tionnaires to compi le his res ult s ,
le avi ng a margi n of error of plu s or min u s
1. 5 perc ent age poi nts 19 tim e s ou t of 20.

He a lth Min is ter Franc es Lankin said she
will con sid er any change s to Bil l 100 pro -
pose d by the col lege, but stres s ed that she is
deter min ed to proceed with tou gh mea s ure s
to combat sex ual abuse by members of health
profes sio ns.

"I t is inco rre ct to say that the col lege wants
to soften this legisla t ion," Dr. Edn ey said.
"Phy sicia ns cle arly don’t sup por t the kin d of
tyranny of sub jectivity env isi one d in Bil l
100. Fur the rmo re, 70 percent of them hav e
in d i c ated that including this highly sub jec-
tive cat egor y in the legisla t ion may dis cou r-
ag e the repor ting of sex ual abuse gen erally".

Sup por t fo r repor ting of sex ually abusive
or dem e a n ing rem arks wou ld inc rea s e, she
sugg est e d, "if cle ar, fair and unde rst andable
le gisla t ive defi nit ion s coul d be assig ned to
this for m of sex ual abuse."
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