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71% ap p rove welfa re pro bes
FROM GALLUP CANADA

The vast maj ority of Cana dians que s tion -
ed say they believe gov ernment has the rig ht
to ver ify infor mation giv en out by people
who get welfare pay ments, a Gallup sur vey
sugg ests.

Gallup aske d 1,011 adult s: "Do you think
that the gov ernment shoul d have the rig ht to
ve rify the infor mation giv en out by welfare
re cipie n t s or do you think that such a ver ifi-
cation repre sents an inv asi on of privacy?"

Seve n ty-one per cent of those aske d said
they believe d the gov ernment shoul d be able
test the infor mation, compare d with 24 per
cent who said they perceiv ed such a ver ifi-
cation as viola t ion of the person’s civ il liber-
ties. Fou r per cent of respondents said they
we re uns ure or didn’t answe r the que s tion.

The res ult s vary across the cou ntr y.

Wherea s 56 per cent of those que s tion ed
in the Atlantic provi nces said they believe
gove rnm e n t ha s the rig ht to ver ify the infor-
mation giv en by people who receiv e welfare,
67 per cent gav e that answe r in Britis h Co -
lu mbia, 71 per cent in the Prair ies and 76
per cent in Ont ario.

In the provi nce of Quebec, whe re the Li-
beral gov ernment is con tem p lating just such
a mov e, 73 per cent of Quebecers said they

beli eve the gov ernment has the rig ht, while
24 per cent of those que s tion ed see such a
ve rific ation as an inv asi on of privacy and 4
per cent said they were uns ure.

Education and sex appear to be facto rs in
this matt e r.

Wherea s 55 per cent of respondents wit h
public school edu cation believe the gov ern -
ment has the rig ht to ver ify infor mation it
ge ts from people who receiv e welfare, this
fig ure inc rea s es to 66 per cent among those
who att ende d high school , 73 per cent among
thos e who att ende d college and to 82 per cent
among those wit h a unive rsity edu cation.

And whe rea s 76 per cent of male respond -
ents said they sup por t the gov ernment’s rig ht

to ver ify welfare reci pie n t s’ infor mation, this
fig ure decre ases to 67 per cent among women
qu estio ned .

To day’s res ults are based on 1,011 tel eph one

in ter vie ws wit h adults, con ducte d Dec. 19 to
23, 1992. A national tel eph one sample of
this size is accurate wit hin a 3.1 per cen t age
poin t margin of error, 19 in 20 times. The
margin s of error are hig her for the reg ion s, re-
flect ing smaller sample sizes. For example, in

Queb ec 258 inter vie ws wer e conducte d with
a mar gin of error of 6.2 per cen t age poi nts,
19 in 20 times.

Do you think that the gove rnment sho uld

have the right to ver ify the information

give n out by welfa re recip ients or do you

think that such a ver ificat ion rep resents

an inv asion of priva cy?
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No te: Percent age s may not add exactly to 100,
due to rou nding.

Don’ t
Ve rify Inv asion know

At lantic 56% 35% 9%
Quebec 73 24 4
Ontario 76 22 3

Prair ies 71 25 5
B.C. 67 28 6

Public school 55% 35% 10%
High school 66 30 3
College 73 23 4
Un ive rsity 82 15 3

TAKING THE PULSE

The article EM9305 reprint e d abov e is use d in Chapt e r 13 of the STAT 231 Cou rse Mat e ria ls and in Fig ure 2.1 9a of the
STAT 332 Course Mat e ria ls.
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