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Tr ade deal ‘dang e r ous,’ 65% say
OTTAWA (Specia l) – A cle ar maj ority of
Cana dians believe the Canada -U. S.-Mexi co
trade deal wil l put Cana dain "a more dange r-
ou sposit ion," an Ang u sRei d-Sou t ham News
poll shows.

Si xty-five per cent of repon d e n t sto the
poll by the Winnipeg-base d re search firm
said the new pact is dange rou sbecaus eCa -
na dians wil l have to compete aga inst low-
wage Mexi c a nwo rke rs.

Only 29 per cent accep ted the federal
gove rnm e n t’s vie w that the three -coun try
deal improve s the Cana da-U.S. fre e-trade
ag reement by clarifying trade rules and open-
ing the Mex ican marke t.

Of Ontario respondents, 54 per cent ex-
pres s ed opposit ion to the deal, while 39 per
cent said they sup por tedit. Sev en per cent
of Ont arians pol led said they were unde cid ed.

Bu t while a large number of Cana dians

are wor rie d abou t the deal’s troub le-ma king
potentia l, opin ion abou t what to do now is
mo remixe d.

Na t ion a l ly, 53 per cent don’t want the
gove rnm e n tto go ahea d, while 41 per cent
said they fav o ur ent e ring into the broader
pact.

Follow ing a longst anding tre n don fre etrade,
re sid e n t sof Britis hColu mbia and the Atlantic
prov inc esare the mos toppose d, while Alber-
tans and Quebecers are div ide don the que s-
io n.

There’s been lit tle change in ove r all oppo-
sit ion from March , when the same que s tion
wa saske din an Ang u sRei d-Sou t ham News
survey. Then, 64 per cent oppos ed the three -
way deal while 31 per cent liked the idea .

And althou gh mos t re spondents think the
new pla n is "dange rou s ," they didn’t offer a
cle ar con sensus on its long-ter m econ omic

im pact.
Ju s t43 per cent thoug ht it wou ld hur t the

econ omy in the long run while 24 per cent
se e it bring ing improve ment; 27 per cent
predicted it wil l be a wash in the end.

The pol l sugg ests that much of the oppo-
sit ion stems from a lack of trust in the Mul-
roney gov ernment to hamme r ou t a good
ag reement.

When aske d to ign ore the pla n unve ile d
la st mon th, 59 per cent of those telephone d
said they gen erally sup por t the idea of Nor th
Amer ican fre e trade. Aga in, ign oring the
current pro pos a l, only 38 per cent oppos e
the con cep t.

The telephone survey of 1,500 adult s Au g.
25 -31 is con sid ere daccur ate within 2.5 per-
cent age poi nts, 19 tim e sou tof 20.
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