EM 9208

University of Waterl@

The Globe and Mail, September 5, 1992, page B6

Support for NAFTA growing, poll says

46 per cent say they favour deal

BY DREW FAGAN
Parliamentary Bureau

OTTAWA — Pubic support for North Ame-
rican feetrace has isen following the enta
tive greeament anorng Canada the Uhited
Staes and Mexico, acoordng to an @inion
pdl done br the federdgovernment

The arwey releasd yesterdg shows 46
pe cent d Canadars questbnal support
NAFTA, while 48 per cent gpposethe deal

The suney d 1,500 peple by AngusReid
Group wa tneAug. 17-21, ebaut e week
after Intemaional Trace Minister Michael
Wilson signal the deal wth his US and
Mexican caunterparts. The pll is said to
be acarae wihin 2.6 pecentge ints, B
times ait d 20.

Angus Reid did a smilar surwey br the
federd government n March and éurd 29
pe cent sipport for NAFTA, compared
with 67 per cent gpposel.

In the March poll, pubic support for the
exising freetrace pad with the United
Stdes was J per cat. In the ll rdeased
yeserday support for the deal hal risen to
45 per cent.

Fecerd officials sgy they paid dose dten-
tion © opinion pdling ébaut NAFTA in the
months leadng up b the Aug 12 tentdive deal
Areasof paricular pubic conern sud &
proteding aulturd industies from foreign
influene, were nmace aitical issus for
Canadin regptiatars d the kargainirg tabde.

As well, Mr. Wilson hasrepeaedy argued
bath before and ater tre ayreement ha
NAFTA will open the lboming Mexican
market b Canadan poduds.

Opnion poll regilts haveshavn that mary
Canadars would be svayedinto supporting
NAFTA if it was @ident ha the tade dceal
provides an pportunity for Canadan e-
porters.

Depite the bw leve of support for
NAFTA in the March poll, 79 per ceat o
thosesuveyed Elt it was importent for the
fecerd govenment to e at he regptiating
table to poted Canadan nteests Federa
officials bdieve tis poll resilt is dredly
rdated b the ncrease support for NAFTA
after tre sgning d the atud deal

‘A lot d those raple were keptical about
what the aitcomemight bé) said a €nor
fecerd official yeserday "But now tha they
begin to e wiat he aitcomelooks like,
they ae probably conduding tha maybe it's
nat so kad.

The dficial sad the 80-pge legktext of
the threeweay trace ceal will be ®mpleted
in late Septenber but a inteim doaument
probaly will be eleasd Tueslay.

The proongedperiod d legaldrafting has
been a eslt of the ©mplexity of the sstes,
he sail, and ot beaue the regotiating
teans ae tying to win conesons on ley
mdters.

"Frankly, the wak has gnemoresmathy
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than | hougtt likely at the tme we reached
ageanent h mid-August' said the dficial,
who lriefed eporteis an condtion ke ot
be denffied.

"In a edhnical ®rse negotiationsare dill
continuing, kut it is very mud a ednical
process It is not a sibgantive negoiation.
It is rot reopaing aything”

Buta trace analystsad yesterdatha more
is going on han ha. In area uch as gvan-
ment pocurement senicesand dothing, he
sai, dfferencesexist ha were papered aer
beore lag mont's entdive ayreament

"The bwyers ae fying to dedde which
formulation is kest and in doing 0, ae
negoiating the deails of the dedlhe sid.
"The heat of the @reement & in the déalls.
They wort charge he pindples, t they
may charge he kalanceand thernpact!

Sirce tre tentdive deal was gned some
anaysts hae epresed concen tha
NAFTA will be te kass of a tadng boc
that favous fome grovn conpanies, to he
detriment & compeitors in Asiaor Eurgpe.

Pressreports havesuwygestedthe Bpanese
goremment will malke dea its onerrs
about NAFTA at a meding of Padfic Rim
caunties rextweek.

Jaanese officials hae siggesed that
apects of the aito provisiors may \volate
interrationaltrace reguations. Other Asian
caunties a&e cacened that Mexico will
redace ttem & key supgiers d clothing
and dedrical produds to te Lhited Sates.
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