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Sup port for NAFTA growing , poll say s
_______________________

46 per cent say the y favo ur deal
BY DREW FAG AN

Par lia m e ntary Bure au
OTTAWA – Pub lic sup por t fo r No rth Ame-
rican fre etrade has ris en fol low ing the tent a-
tive agreement among Cana da, the United
St ates and Mex ico, according to an opi nio n
poll done for the federal gov ernment.

The sur vey, relea s ed yest e r day, shows 46
per cent of Cana dians que s tion ed sup por t
NAFTA, while 48 per cent oppos ethe deal.

The sur vey of 1,500 people by Ang u sRei d
Group was don eAu g.17-21, about one week
after Int e rnation a l Tr a de Min is ter Michael
Wils on sign ed the deal wit h his U.S. and
Mexi c a n coun terparts. The pol l is said to
be accur ate within 2.6 perc ent age poi nts, 19
times out of 20.

Angus Rei d did a sim ilar sur vey for the
fe deral gov ernment in March and fou nd 29
per cent sup por t fo r NAFTA, compare d
with 67 per cent oppos ed.

In the March pol l, pub lic sup por t fo r the
ex isting fre e-trade pact wit h the United
St ates was 37 per cent. In the pol l rele ase d
ye s terday, sup por t fo r the deal had ris en to
45 per cent.

Fe deral officia ls say they paid clo se att en-
tion to opi nio n polling about NAFTA in the
mont hs lea ding up to the Aug.12 tent ative deal.
Area sof par ticular pub lic con cer n, such as
prot e cting cul tur al indust rie s fr om foreign
influe n ce, were made criti c a l is s ues for
Cana dian negotiat ors at the barga in ing table.

As wel l, Mr. Wils onha srepeatedly argue d
both before and after the agreement that
NAFTA wil l open the booming Mex ican
market to Cana dian produ cts.

Opin ion pol l re sul ts hav esh own that many
Cana dians wou ld be swaye din t o suppor ting
NAFTA if it w as evi dent that the trade deal
prov ides an oppor tun ity for Cana dian ex-
porters.

Depi te the low lev el of sup por t fo r
NAFTA in the March pol l, 79 per cent of
thos esurveyed fel t it was impor tant for the
fe deral gov ernment to be at the negotiating
table to protect Cana dian int e rests. Federal
officia ls beli eve this pol l re sul t is directly
rela ted to the inc rea s ed sup por t fo r NAFTA
after the sig n ing of the actual deal.

"A lot of those people were ske pti c a labou t
what the outco m emight be," said a senior
fe deral officia l ye s terday. "Bu t now that they
begi n to see what the outco m elook s li ke,
they are probably con clu ding that may be it’s
not so bad ."

The officia l said the 800 -pag e le g al tex tof
the three -way trade deal wil l be complet e d
in lat eSept ember but an int e rim docum e n t
probably wil l be relea s ed Tue sday.

The prolonge dperiod of lega ldrafting has
been a res ult of the complex i ty of the issues,
he said, and not becau se the negotiating
teams are trying to win con ces sio ns on key
matt e rs.

"Frankly, the work has gon emo resm oot hly

than I thoug ht likely at the tim e we reache d
ag reement in mid -Au gust," said the officia l,
who briefed repor ters on con d ition he not
be identifie d.

"I n a technical sense, negotiation sare stil l
contin uing, but it is ver y mu ch a technical
proces s. It is not a sub stantiv e nego tiation.
It is not reopening any thing".

Bu t a trade analys tsaid yest e r day that more
is goi ng on than that. In are as such as gov ern -
ment procurement, ser vic esand clo thing, he
said, differenc esex ist that were papered ove r
befo re last mon th’s tent ative agreement.

"The lawye rs are trying to decid e which
fo rmu lation is best and, in doi ng so, are
nego tiating the details of the deal," he said.
"The heart of the agreement is in the details.
They won’t change the principles, but they
may change the balanc eand the imp act."
Si nce the tent ative deal was sig ned, some
analys t s have expre sse d conc e rn that
NAFTA wil l be the basis of a trading bloc
that fav o urs home -gr own companies, to the
detr iment of competito rs in Asi aor Eur ope.

Pres srepor ts hav esugg est e dthe Jap anese
gove rnm e n t will make cle ar its con cer ns
abou t NAFTA at a meeting of Pacific Rim
coun tries nex twe ek.

Ja pan es e officia ls have sugge s ted that
aspect s of the auto provi sio ns may viola te
in ter nation a l trade reg ula t ion s. Othe r Asia n
coun tries are conc e rne d that Mexi co wil l
replace them as key sup pli ers of clo thing
and ele ctr ical produ cts to the United States.
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