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Co urt cut s drunk-drivi ng sentence s
Can adian Pre ss

VANCOU VER – The differenc ebetween a
dr unk drive rwho kil ls so m eon eand one who
doesn’t is mos tly chanc e, the B.C. Cour t of
Appeal ruled in reducing jail ter ms for thre e
im paired drive rs who kil led or maime d ot he rs.

"The moral culp ability of an offenc eis de-
ter min ed by the stat eof min d which accomp-
panies the offende r’s unlawful act," Mr. Justic e
Jo siah Wood said in his writt en rea son sfo r

ju dgement.
"The moral culp ability of the offenc eof

im paired drivi ng ... is the same as that of im-
paired drivi ng cau sing eithe rdeath or bodily
harm."

"The fact death or bodily harm does or
does not res ult ... is more likely to be due to
chanc ethan to any circumstanc eof fores ee-
ability".

The rulings were hande ddown unanimously
by a pan el con sis ting of Chief Justic e Alan
McEache rn and Justic es He nry Hutcheon,
Jo hn Lambert, Sam Toy and Judge Wood.

Jo hn Grezenda, 45, of Victo ria had an eig ht-
ye ar sent enc ere duced to fou r ye ars, Dav id
McNei l ,27, and John Swe eney, 23, had thei r
sent enc esof 4½ years cut to18 mon ths. The
cour t upheld the eig ht-year sent enc eof Cur-
tis Lunn, 47.

The article EM9203 reprint e dabov eis use din Fig ure 7.1 of the STAT 220
Course Mat e ria lsand in Statis ti c a lHighlig ht #40.
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