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Br east-implant sales suspended
____________________________________________________

Ma n ufacture rs bow to U.S. con cer ns tem porarily, but say produ cts are safe
BY PAUL TAYLOR

an d RO D MICKLEBURGH
The Glo be and Mail

The maj or manufacture rs of silicon e brea st
im p lants are pul ling them off the marke t in
Cana da after con tin uing con cer ns in the
Un ited States about thei r safety.

"We hav e been advis ed to suspend sales
temporarily ", said Dav id Sim pson, a spoke s-
ma n fo r Dow Cor ning Cana da Inc.

He added the decisio n wa s ma de by the
co mpany’s U.S. parent lat e Mo nday after the
U. S. Food and Drug Adm inist r ation called
on all doct ors to sto p putting bre ast-enlarg-
ing silicon e im p lants in patients.

Othe r si licon e im p lant produ c e rs – inclu -
ding Mento r Corp. of Sant a Barbara, Calif.
– are als o halting worldw ide sales until the
FDA complet es its safety rev i ew.

Bu t all the firms con tin ued to insis t ye s ter-
day that not hing is wrong wit h thei r products,
and pla sti c surgeons in Cana da said they hav e
no evi denc e that implants are dange rou s.

"J ust becau se we hav e halted sales tem po-
rarily, it doesn’t mean we believe our produ ct
is unsafe," Mr. Sim pson said in an int e rvie w
in Toron t o.

The FDA in the United States has re-
ceiv ed repor ts the implants can bre a k down,
causing pain and othe r co mplication s in pa-
tients. Some criti cs hav e sugg est e d that the
im p lants cou ld trigg er a  varie ty of different
il lnesses.

Me a nwhile, the Canadian gov ernment is
being att ack ed for not doing enoug h to in-
ve s tig a te con cer ns about brea st im p lants.
Inst ea d, criti cs charge it is sit t i ng idly by as
ev ents unfol d south of the border.

"Eve ryone aroun d the gov ernment is act-
ing, but the gov ernment isn’t acting," said Joy
Lang an, a New Dem ocr ati c MP who had an
im p lant operation after suf fer ing from bre ast
canc e r mo re than six years ago.

"We hav e been after the federal gov ern -
ment for wel l ov er a year to do some pro per

re search into safety. The minist e r said he
wa s not int e rest e d in ane cdot al ev idenc e
and was waiting to see what the FDA wou ld
do," she said.

When the FDA called for its morato rium
on Mon d ay, a spoke sma n fo r He a lth and Wel-
fare Cana da said that it was not tak ing any
im mediat e action but has aske d the U.S.
ag enc y fo r all the infor mation on whi c h it
base d it s de cisio n.

Pier re Bla is, a for mer health -and -welfare
em p l oye e who has don e ex tensive res earch in-
to the safety of bre ast implants, charged that
the dep artment’s health -prot e ction branch
"t rie s to cre ate the illusio n that its role is to
prot e ct the con sum er, but it is really more

in terest e d in maint aining smoot h rela t ion s
with indust ry".

He said Mon d ay’s annou ncement by the
FDA was "remarkable. It was uniqu e. A fo r-
ma l st atement from the FDA that the type
of abus e by pla sti c surgeons that has gon e
on for 35 years is not to go on."

Dr. Bla is, now the pre sid e n t of an Ott awa -
base d cons ulting firm, said the track record
of some bre ast implants is atrocious and
that, ove r all,"there is one chanc e in two that
so m eon e re c eiv ing one wil l be back in sur-
ge ry wit hin five years."

Dr. Bla is said health and welfare "ha s put
it self in a posit ion of low cre dib i lity" ove r
the bre ast-implant con trove rsy. But Toron t o
plasti c surgeon Michael Beder man, who has
perfor med about 4,000 bre ast aug m e n tation
operation s ov er the past 16 years, says he
will con tin ue to do bre ast implants despi te
the con trove rsy.

"I believe it is an operation that is ext rem ely
safe and rela t ive ly risk-fre e. Two millio n
women in the United States hav e ha d brea st
im p lants and, to dat e, the re is stil l no hard
ev idenc e that the implants caus e anyt hing
wrong," Dr. Beder man said.

Studie s in d i c ate that about 80 per cent of
all bre ast enhanc ement operation s are per for-
me d fo r cosmeti c re asons , rather than for re-
cons tructio n after brea st surger y.

Phyllis Rit tenhous e, who provi des pos t-
operative care and con sul tation for women
un d ergoi ng pla sti c surger y, said she believe s
fe wer brea st im p lants are bei ng perfor med
thes e days .

"I t’s the con trove rsy and a new fem inist
attitude that you shoul d li ke you rself the way
you are," Mrs. Rit tenhous e said. "In a way, it’s
a sad com ment ary that a lot of women have
fe lt brainwa she d to think that large bre asts
we re par t of our sex appeal. I know of one
woman who came back three tim e s fo r
brea st au gment ation becau se each tim e he r
hu sband said he want e d he r brea sts bigg er.
Isn’t that sick?

The article EM9202 reprint e d abov e is use d in Fig ure 11.6a of the STAT 221 Cou rse Mat e ria ls.

1995 -04 -20


