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Cutback in supply of MDs urged

‘M D supgy’

W H. Chery

1964 pojedionsgrosdy in eror

BY ROD MICKLEBURGH
Health Policy Reporter

The nost conprehesive gudy yet into the
question of physcian siypply calls for a ait
of nealy 10 per cent in the number d stu-
dents Ileing acmitted to Canalian melical
schools.

The mass#ve report also ugesless reliane
on foreigntrained dodors in Canadaand stic-
ter ontrds on her enty into the ourtry,

The report, prepaedby medical eseech
profesers Morris Barer of the Lhiversity of
British Cdumbia and Greg Soddart of Mc-
Mader University, further recanmends tha
greder dtention be m@id to mntadling pay-
ments to ®isting physciars, sich as by pa-
cing more of them on slary or ting in-
comelimits for doctars in certdn spedalities

Although the eport, commssoned ty the
conference of depuy ministers of heath,
hasnat bean releasd, The Globe and Mail
hasobtained a opy of its r@mmendtons
and eeaitive summary

Saurces sal the enite report is alput 700
pages long, the podud of 10 months d
invesigaton, more than 70 mterviews with
expers in the feld and éght other reports
conmissoned ®paatdy by the eseeches.

"This is te first onmprehesive, complete
report we havehadon this nattef said for-
mer Ontario depuy heath minister Marin
Barkin, who recaved a opy before leaving
his postlag week.

"It is certanly going to provoke a lot o
disausson!

Healh-care aitics havelong argued that
Canadas produdng too mary new dors,
panting to this & a najor fador in the
cauntys esalating medcare coss.

Betwveen 1975 and 1087 for insaince the
number d physciars in Canadarose ty 46
pe cent while the ppuation increasd by
less than B per cent.

The BarerStoddartreport agees tha mea-

sues mustbe tken to cub the a-going
sppy of dodors.

"The brg-termtrend ¢ annud increases
in the mteof growth of physcian sippy in
exess d popuation gowth continueswith-
out obvious @ compedling jusffication; the
report says.

It attributes excessve medicalschool enrol-
ment td'grosdy in aror' popuation projec
tions contaned in the D64 Hall report on
heath care in Canada

The report also Bames "to little, and frag-
mented contol exercised werthe entry [in-
to Canad d graduaes of foreign meli-
cal £hools.

Although the eport condudes hee is ro
"optimal' numbe of physcians for Canada
it reommend resticting entry to 1,600 $u-
dents a ga into Candian medical chaols.
"This repreents a edudion of kssthan D
pe cent

This yea, just averl, 700 gudents gadua-
ted fom medcal schools in Canadadown
from a peak ¢1,835 h 1985.

Dr. Barkin said he &ds the poposa aut is
unfair. Thees no easn why Ontaio cart
continueto turn out600 rew cbdors a yea
from its ovn medcal shools he agued
The problem aises from the ssung of 500
additional nev medcal licenceseach yea
to dactars from ather aeas.

"Why rot deal vith those500 nseadof
depriving ©me & our owvn dtizers d the
right to atend medical shool?"

The BarerSoddart report did not atempt
to ®t a pecific quota for doctars tained
ouside Canada

Butit did gressthe need ér "a nore mn-
certedeffort..... © monior and stictly en-
force ondtions of entry for \isa trainees
and vsaplysicians

The report added that spedfic policies
shaild be eactedto enouragemoreCana-
dian datas o fill unpgouar postionscur-

renty staffed ty a high proportion of foreign-
trained physciars.

Aboveall, the eport emphaized the om-
plexity of the ssie, panting aut that eery
measte faken n one aeaof heath care has
an impact in anather aeg and tha theefore
it is rot eroudh to implemeniorly a few of is
conprehesive £t d 53 remmmendtons
which ako hndude the ®tiing of qudity stand-
ards,revising the way physciars ae paid, and
improving the albtmentof spedalistand @ne
ral-pradice resdendesin teacling hospitals.

But the report sad governments eed ot
throw up ther hand in degpar and ®tle for
the gaus quo "Mog importently, we reed
to get averour cdledive Ganadanstyle fea
of charging dredions evenwhen sich red-
recionis dealy called br' the aithors say

"Letting policy devdop by ddaul, dsinter
est or instfficientwill .... @an aly be expec
ted b bring daut stifactay reslts by
thosewho believe in winning lotteries

EvaRyten reseech diredor of the As-
ciationof Canadin Medcal Collegeswould
nat commenton the eport. "The medcal
scthools are going to haveto take imeto di-
gestit! she sail. "This report is © compli-
caed and the $sies a@e so conplex ha any-
thing | say worit deal ®rioudy enaughwith
theseissug.

No date hasbeen &t for releaseof the
conplete report, which is yp to Manitdha
deputy heath minister Frank Mayrard, hut
copes are being circubtedanong a snall
nunber d interestegarties

Dr. Barkin said he epeds the eport will
be hgh on the agendafor a meding o
Canadin heah ministers rextmonth.

He alded trere is dreaqy a written under
standng between Ontaio doctors and the
province to tacke the sswe as fart of its
newly-established, high-powered pint man-
agenent ommitee
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