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L eukemia deaths sudied

‘Leukemi 2
W H. Chery

| ncidence among children found higher
near two Ontario nuclear plants

BY MARTIN MITTELSTAEDT
Environment Reporter

TORONTO — Degh raes from childhood
leukema rea two niclea geneating pants
in Ontaio are sibgantially higher than te
provindal aveage, but this "may havebeen
due b chancé according to a $udy pre-
paredfor the Atomic Enegy Control Board.

The dudy deteminedthat ceahs from leu-
kemia anong dhildrenborn rea the nclea
conplex in Pickeling were 34 er cat ebove
alove avesge Rates rea the Douglas Roint
stdion were 173 pe cent hgher than aerae
but the datistic wasbasedon such a snall
number d deahs tha reseeches questoneal
its significane.

Pickeing is on he fingeof Metro Toron-
to, and Douglas Point is on Lake Huran nea
Pat Elgin.

The lelkemia ratenear the gnedting da-
tions'was geder tran epected the eport
condudes

There were three ekemia deahs for child-
ren born rear Douglas Point from 1967 b
1987 whee aly 11 @ase would be apec
ted aoordng to the povincid average
Nea Pickeling, reseeches fourd 33 @se
from 1971 to 1987 conpared with 24.6 tha
would be epeded.

The gudy was pepaed unde contact
for the AECB, the £derdnudea watdday
agewcy by two epidemidogids from the
Ontario Cancer Treatnent and Rse&ch
Faundatbn and a hird from the Uhiversity

of British Cdumbia.

The report, one d the nostexersive e-
amindionsto dde d potenial heath prob-
lems as®dated with the nudear industry,
wasquiety releasd lag month and ha rot
recéved extendve public notice.

"We mnduded that thele was $ightly more
(leukemi) than ve epeded b dbseve and
that we ould not rule aut that this ecess
ocarred du§ to chancgé said Jhn
McLaugHin, one d the Ontario authors.

The report calls for further reeach to
deernine the sgnificane of the findings
The three eseeches ae arrenty examn-
ing lelkemia rates anong dildren whose
fathers work in the niclea industy.

The gudy dso examined childhood leu-
kemia rates aound other Ontario nudea
facilities, nduding the nuwlea reseech
laboraory at Chalk Rver, the snall damon-
strdion rudea power plant & Rolphtan, the
uranium efirery at Port Hope, and the
uranium nines and mils in Bliot Lake.

The lelkemia deah raes for childrenbarn
near Chalk Rver and Rolphtan were fourd
to be sgnificanly below avaage, with two
dedhs dseved @mparedwith 61 expeded.
The frequency of childhood kWkemia was
found to ke dightly higher tran epected
near Pat Hope, and dightly below aveege
near Eliot Lake.

The reseeches looked at he kwkemia
caseswithin a 5-kilomere radus of each
nudea fadlity The mates were alcdated

for childrenup b age 4.

Hugh Spence chief gpdkegnan for the
AECB, weloomed the sudy and sadl it
shald hdp reduce pblic conern about
nudea safety. "Ou peqle mndude .... tha
the rates or aaurrencesof childhood leu-
kemia aoundnudea fadlities aert any df-
ferent fom nornal; he sad.

Consauently, he fid, the eguatory age-
cy is ot daming b adoptthe reseechers
recanmenddion and indetake a firtherleu-
kemia invesigaton.

The dudy was @neas a pe@utonary mea-
sure dter resesches in Britain fourd levds
of letkemia nnetimes ligher than epeded n
childrenliving nea the Séafield nudea-fuel
reprocessng panton Englands west oas.

Canadadoes not hee rudea reprocess-
ing pants,and the @tario reseach dd not
find anything comparable. Britishresaches
are inking he kwkemia at Rllafieldto gene
tic danagein the pam o fathers who wak
there.

The caugs d childhood kelkemia ae rot
well undestood by scientsts,but tte dsease
hasbeen Inkedto radation eposure fron
sut sources as midea plantspower trans-
misson lines and Xays. The rare dsease
stikes d&@aut nne of 100,000 dildrenunde
4 each yea.

Leukema rates, whichhadbeen iising dow-
ly in Ontario dnce the B70s havetakenan
uneplained sharper upwaid turn since D86.

The reportis entitted Chidhood Letkemia
Around Ganadan Nuclear Fadlities — Fhase
TwoFinal Repat.
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